
          
OCTOBER 2009 

TECHNOLOGY ON THE EDGE OF 
GENEALOGY – WHAT’S NEW? 
Written by Sue Ennis 
 
Keeping up with advances in technology is a 
challenge for most genealogists. Have you 
recently updated your personal Wish List of 
gadgets and tools you would like to own to 
make your research easier? No matter what you 
do or do not have, a secret to preserving our 
family histories is to embrace current 
technology for accessing and backing up data. 
 
The other day I was introduced to a fascinating, 
cutting edge technological item called Siftables. 
These cookie-sized squares are interactive 
computers that can be programmed for many 
educational applications. For example, when 
used as numbers and signs, one can practice 
math and the final Siftable produces the correct 
answer. As letters, you can participate in word 
games similar to Scrabble. One can write music 
in another program, or add characters and action 
to an existing child’s story. You move and 
arrange Siftables as part of the process. 
 
The unique idea of Siftables is that 
technological items are becoming visual 
manipulatives -wooden, toy blocks of the future.  
For an introduction to Siftables, watch the video 
at http://siftables.com. PC wristwatches are now 
in stores as well. How can you apply new 
technology to your genealogical research? 
 
Handheld scanners, digital cameras, and  
programs on your cell phone or MP3 player are 
useful. As 2010 approaches, read about the best 
technological tools and compare prices.  Borrow 
a device to use prior to buying your own.  
Perhaps it is time to invest in a laptop for the   
wireless  networks   available   at   most  genea-        
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logical repositories. In this Digital Age, 
genealogists are benefiting from numerous 
additions to databases full of digitized records.  
However, be sure to preserve your own research 
in a format that is permanent . . . for now.   
 
REMINDERS FOR THE NHG FALL 
CONFERENCE THIS SATURDAY! 
 
The NHG 2nd Annual Fall Family History 
Conference, Discover Your Roots, Discover 
Yourself:  The Search for Lost Treasures is this 
Saturday, 24 October 2009. At 8:00 A.M., 
registration will open. The schedule runs from 
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at Christ Episcopal 
Church, 5910 Babcock Boulevard, Pittsburgh, 
PA, 15237, behind the Northway Mall.  
 
The featured speakers, Paula Stuart-Warren, 
CG, of Minnesota, and Sandra MacLean 
Clunies, CG, of Maryland, are well known in 
genealogical circles.  The unique format of the 
NHG Fall Conference provides a chance to 
interact with our speakers in both formal and 
informal sessions. Please remember to bring 
your dessert donations for the lunch!  Walk-in 
attendees are welcome. We look forward to 
seeing you for a productive day of genealogy!  
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NHG BOARD MEMBERS 2009-2010              
 
President:  Al Hartman 
Vice - President: Ed Heinlein 
Treasurer:  Reed B. Powell 
Secretary:  Kathy White 
Past President:    Dave Williams 
Membership:           Amy Arner 
Publicity:       Gary Schlemmer 
Book Marketing: Elissa Powell, CG 
Cemetery Chairs:  Amy Prager 
   Elissa Powell, CG 
Programs Chair: Mary Dzurichko 
Newsletter Editor: Sue Ennis 
 
For information: 

INFO@NorthHillsGenealogists.org 
 

 
WHO WE ARE 
NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS 
We are a group of genealogy enthusiasts who 
meet on a regular basis to assist one another in 
establishing our family histories.  We meet on 
the third Tuesday of every month, except 
December, at the Northland Public Library, 300 
Cumberland Road, McCandless Township in the 
North Hills of Pittsburgh, PA.  Tip Time begins 
at 6:45 P.M., and our general meeting 
commences at 7:00 P.M.  Meetings are free and 
open to the public. 
 
We publish a newsletter ten times a year for a 
nominal membership fee of $15.00 annually.  
The subscription year runs from August to June, 
but anyone wishing to join the North Hills 
Genealogists mid-year will receive back issues 
of the newsletter for that membership year.  
Previous years' newsletters are also available 
for purchase, each containing helpful hints for 
beginners and for experienced genealogists. 
 
The North Hills Genealogists Board meets at 
7:00 P.M. on the first Tuesday of each month in 
the Conference Room of the Northland Public 
Library.  The Board meeting is open to all 
members of the North Hills Genealogists 
organization.  Consider joining us this year! 
 
www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
 
During “Tip Time” at the September 15th 
meeting, I mentioned Probate Records and their 
value in my research. After the meeting, a few 
people asked me questions about the Court 
Records and how I retrieved them. To be honest, 
I was told about the Court Records during a 
Genealogy Class at CCAC. I did not look into 
the records right away, because I was looking 
for information in the Census Records and 
gathering information from relatives. I just 
started to search the Court Records in the fall of 
2008 and have found a number of interesting 
facts about my family history that I did not 
know. I thought this would be a good time to 
mention a little more about the Court Records I 
had located and what I found in them.  
 
With my ancestors’ records in hand, I started 
my quest for Court Records at the Pennsylvania 
Room of the Carnegie Library in Oakland.  If 
you have never been to the Pennsylvania Room, 
you need to go soon and see what you are 
missing. I could spend weeks researching there 
and still find new information.  Just a note about 
the volunteers at the Pennsylvania Room: they 
are the nicest people you would want to work 
with.  Before you go to the Carnegie Library, 
have your ancestors’ names and dates ready; the 
volunteers will help you to get started. 
Remember they are volunteers, so a kind word 
and some understanding go a long way if they 
are busy. 
 
The Probate Records are accessed through the 
Russell Index System; I did not know how to 
convert my ancestors’ name, so I asked a 
volunteer for help. There is a conversion guide 
to help with the names. Then they showed me 
where to find the microfilms for the Probate 
Records and how to work the microfilm viewer. 
Using the Russell Index, I was able to look for 
my ancestors in the microfilm reels.  
 
When you find an ancestor’s name, you will 
find a volume number, page, and block. Using 
this information, I looked in the second set of 
(continued on page 23) 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
(continued from page 22) 
 
microfilm reels for the ancestor’s document 
information. Next is a trip to the City/County 
Building to retrieve the actual documents. I 
found the following information:  
 
> Christian Knoll: “First and Final Account” 
and “Will”.  Found Christian still had a daughter 
in Germany and tied Jacob Knoll as a brother to 
my ancestor Maria Knoll Hartmann.  
 
> Louise Beck Bernardi: “Will”. Found two 
more children. Also confirmed that three 
children were not living at the time Louise 
created her will. 
 
> Mathilda Knuth: “Letter of Administration”. 
For her daughter Alvina, tied Charles Knuth as 
her brother. Found Mathilda had four other 
daughters I did not know about: two daughters 
living in Pittsburgh and two daughters living in 
Germany. One daughter in Pittsburgh and one 
daughter in Germany have the same married 
name. One son-in-law was a witness for the 
Letter of Administration.  
 
> Marx Hartmann: “Will”. Found only seven of 
the ten children living at the time Marx created 
the will. Marx also listed three of his daughters 
with their married names, which I had not 
known. 
 
> Christian Hartmann: “Inventory” and “Will”. 
Inventory was interesting as it contained the 
value of all the animals and implements on the 
farm.  
 
I shared all this new information with the 
relatives in that family line and also included a 
sheet of paper containing information I was 
looking for, i.e.: Bibles with names/dates/places, 
old letters/envelopes, birth/death/marriage 
certificates, to further the research for the entire 
family. I add a note of emphasis here that it is 
through the efforts of everyone in families to aid 
in the genealogical research. I found making my  
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relatives a part of the research sometimes pays 
off with additional information.  
 
This time I received some dates and places that 
one relative did not think I would want. You 
never know who might have the next piece of 
the puzzle that will take you back another 
generation or two. Try utilizing the Probate 
Records as you continue your own research. 
Good luck, and happy hunting! 
    ~ Al  
For more info about Probate Records, attend the 
NHG meeting on 16 March 2010. 
 
*************************************** 
QUERIES 
 
SCHNECKER, BROWN - Seeking info on 
George SCHNECKER, died July 1924, 
married Ottilia BROWN, born 13 October 
1852, died 21 May 1936.  Children: Anna 
Susanna (Sadie) married Raymond MOORE 
and John RITZMAN, Mary married Thomas 
THURKLE, Margaret married Charles FINK, 
Charles M. married Rose, Della married Charles 
WILD, and Flora married Willard Ellis 
SPOHN.  Any general or specific information is 
appreciated.   Contact: Marilyn Spohn, 111 
Eade Avenue,  Glenshaw, PA 15516, or send 
an e-mail message to: mspohn1@msn.com. 
 
ALL MEMBERS OF NHG ARE 
PERMITTED TO SUBMIT QUERIES FOR 
THE NEWSLETTER.  Send your queries to: 
INFO@NorthHillsGenealogists.org.  
 
********************************************** 
 

NORTHLAND LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Amy Steele, the Adult Services Librarian for 
Northland Library announces a class about 
Using HeritageQuest.  The class is scheduled for 
this Thursday, 22 October 2009, from 10:00 
A.M.-11:30 A.M.  Registration is required. 
Anyone interested should call the Northland 
Computer Center at (412)366-8100, extension 
131 or register at Northland Library in person. 
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20th ANNIVERSARY RESEARCH 
TRIP TO DC ANNOUNCED BY NHG 
 
In honor of the 20th Anniversary of our North 
Hills Genealogists, the NHG Board announces 
plans for a 2010 Summer Research Trip.  The 
research trip to Washington, DC is planned for 
14-17 July, 2010, leaving on Wednesday and 
returning on Saturday.   
 
The Harrington Hotel will headquarter the 2010 
Summer Research Trip, with rooms available 
for one, two, three, or four people. Roundtrip 
bus transportation will be included in the 
registration fee.  Research sites close to the 
Harrington Hotel include the National Archives, 
the DAR Library, and the Library of Congress. 
 
Mark your calendars now for this special 
event next summer! Registration information 
will be available for the first time at the NHG 
Fall Conference.  
 
 

NHG UPCOMING PROGRAMS     
 
Tuesday, 20 October 2009 
THE WORLD WAR I DRAFT 
CARD: DON’T DO RESEARCH 
WITHOUT IT! 
Presented by Tim Pinnick 
 
World War I draft registration cards contain 
valuable imbedded pieces of information that 
can become leads in solving some genealogical 
roadblocks for researchers. The content of this 
program is valuable for all levels of 
genealogists. 
 
Tim’s program will highlight an overview of the 
WWI Registration Cards.  Where can you locate 
them?  What basic information do they hold?  
Are there any guides available to help 
the researcher use them?  He will also discuss 
Degrees of Separation - Using the WWI 
registration cards to help identify your ancestor 
with a common name.   
 
www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

WWI registration cards can provide a 
springboard to discovering relatives and 
establishing familial relationships you may or 
not have known to exist.  Other details include 
using WWI draft cards to collect employer and 
residence information and combining it with 
other sources to provide revealing clues to the 
friendships created by your ancestor.  You will 
be encouraged to look beyond your own 
ancestor by building a database of WWI 
registrants with similar attributes that can result 
in breakthrough leads and should be given 
serious consideration. 
 
Tim Pinnick of Illinois is a genealogical 
lecturer and family historian with more than 20 
years of overall research experience including 
all of the major U.S. repositories. He is the 
author of Finding and Using African American 
Newspapers, released May 2008, the Region 2 
board member of the Association of 
Professional Genealogists, and an instructor at 
the Institute of Genealogy and Historical 
Research, Samford University.  
 
Saturday, 24 October 2009 
NHG’s FALL FAMILY 
HISTORY CONFERENCE 
Registration is still being accepted.  
Walk-ins on Saturday are welcome. 
For detailed information go to: 
http://www.NorthHillsGenealogy.org. 
 
Tuesday, 17 November 2009 
ANNUAL NHG ROUND TABLE 
DISCUSSION 
Presented by NHG MEMBERS 
 
Join the North Hills Genealogists for the annual 
Round Table Discussion meeting for an 
opportunity to exchange ideas and seek 
assistance from fellow genealogists to resolve 
problems in your own family history research.   
Beginners and experienced genealogists can 
benefit from the round table meeting! 

(Program information continued on page 25) 
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NHG UPCOMING PROGRAMS     
(continued from page 24) 
 
Saturday, 5 December 2009 
NHG ANNUAL HOLIDAY SOCIAL 
 
Join us at 10:30 A.M. at Photo Antiquities, 
located in the North Side business district at 531 
E. Ohio Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15212.  We will 
tour the facility and hear a presentation about 
dating old photographs and photo preservation 
techniques. After the talk and tour, we will 
socialize over lunch nearby. Parking is available 
on the street and in a metered lot two blocks 
away.  For more information about this museum 
of early photography featuring Pittsburgh 
images, go to: http://www.photoantiquities.org. 
 
Tuesday, 19 January 2010 
WHAT DOES YOUR GERMAN 
NAME MEAN? 
Presented by Ed Heinlein 
 
A name is a word or a combination of words by 
which a person, a place, or an idea, is known or 
designated.  If you have ever wondered if your 
name designates a geographic place, a 
profession, or a title of noble background, come 
to hear NHG V.P. Ed Heinlein answer these 
questions about German given names and 
surnames.  Ed will also discuss spelling of  
names at Ellis Island, and if your name was 
affected by phonetic changes from dialects, Low 
German, or High German, or by writing style 
(Gothic script) or printing style (Fraktur). 
 
Tuesday, 16 February 2010 
FIVE BRANDS OF GENEALOGY 
SOFTWARE 
Presented by NHG Members 
 
NHG Members Amy Arner, Susan Ennis, Al 
Hartman, Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, and Amy 
Prager will each demonstrate the genealogy 
software that they currently use: The Master 
Genealogist, Reunion 9 for Macintosh, Legacy, 
RootsMagic4, and Family Tree Maker.  Short 
demonstrations will be given for each. 
 
www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET 
 

21 October 2009           6:45 P.M. 
 BEAVER COUNTY, PA 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
  
 The monthly meeting of the Beaver County 

Genealogical Society is Wednesday, 21 October 
2009 at the Mormon Family History Center, 114 
Church Drive, Monaca, PA. Tim Pinnick will 
speak about “World War I Draft Registration 
Cards.” Everyone with an interest in genealogy 
or history is welcome!  For information you can 
call them at (724) 847-9253, or go to: 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pabecgs/. 
 
Wednesday, 28 October 2009 7:00 P.M. 
CRANBERRY GENEALOGY CLUB 
 
This month’s meeting of the Cranberry 
Genealogy Club will be held on Wednesday, 28 
October 2009 with a presentation. The 
Cranberry Genealogy Club meets on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month throughout the year 
in the Library Conference Room at the 
Cranberry Township Municipal Building, 2525 
Rochester Road.  For more information about 
the Cranberry Genealogy club, go to 
http://www.cranberrygenealogy.org. Meetings 
are free, and the public is invited. 
 
Saturday, 14 November 2009  
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  
 
The next meeting of the Western Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Society will be a presentation by 
David R. Grinnell about “Methodist Church 
Records.”  Grinnell is the Chief Archivist of the 
Historical Society of Western PA at the Senator 
Heinz Pittsburgh Regional  History Center at 
1212 Smallman Street. The meeting begins at 
10:00 A.M. at the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh (Oakland Area), 4400 Forbes 
Avenue. Parking is available nearby for $5.00 
and the meeting is free and open to the public. 
The next meeting after November will not be 
until 9 January 2009. 
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WHERE GENEALOGISTS  MEET 
 
28 April – 1 May 2010 
NGS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Salt Lake City, Utah is the host city for the 2010 
National Genealogical Society’s Annual 
Genealogical Conference from 28 April through 
1 May. The NGS Conference “Follow Your 
Ancestral Trail” will be held at the Salt Palace 
Convention Center downtown and within a few 
blocks of the Family History Library.  
Throughout the conference, there will be 
extended research hours at the Family History 
Library. To plan your conference experience, go 
to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org. 
 
18 – 21 August 2010 
FGS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
“Rediscovering America’s First Frontier” is the 
theme for the 2010 Annual Genealogical 
Conference of the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies. Make plans now to travel to 
Knoxville, Tennessee from 18-21 August 2010 
for this conference event to be held at the 
Knoxville Convention Center.  For more details, 
refer to http://www.fgs.org/. 
 
 

LOCAL FESTIVALS AND FAIRS 
Researched and submitted by Ed Heinlein 
 
The following local festivals and fairs are either 
related to family history, one’s cultural heritage, 
or both.  Included are web sites to access for 
more detailed information. 
 
Autumn Fest / Seven Springs 
Dates:  24 – 25 October 
http://www.7springs.com 
 
PA Arts and Crafts 
Dates: 24–25 October 
http://www.familyfestivals.com 
 
www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

Christmas Festival / Washington, PA 
Dates: 24-25 October 
No web site available 
 
French and Indian War Seminar / 
Jumonville, PA 
Dates:  6 - 7 November 
http://www.braddockroadpa.org/ 
 
Christmas in the Village /   
Burgettstown, PA (Eldersville) 
Dates:  6 - 8 November 
http://www.christmasinthevillagepa.com 
 
Greene Academy Christmas 
Homecoming and Craft Show /  
Carmichaels, PA 
Dates: 8 - 9 November 
http://www.greenecountytourism.org/ 
 
Christmas Festival / Lancaster, PA 
Dates:  13 – 15 November 
http://www.familyfestivals.com/lancaster 
 
German Christmas Market  
Weihnachtsmarkt / Harmony Museum 
Harmony, PA 
Dates: 14 – 15 November 
http://www.harmonymuseum.org 
 
75TH ANNIVERSARY FOR NARA 
 
The National Archives was founded in 1934 and 
is celebrating 75 years of historic preservation 
of our Nation’s resources during 2009.  
Digitizing records is a priority for NARA; read 
about news from the National Archives or 
search their site at: http://www.archives.gov. 
Also, the National Archives has a list of 
available Reference Information Papers that can 
be ordered by anyone for free at 
http://www.archives.gov/publications/ref-info-
papers/.  Also recently announced and of future 
interest to genealogists is that the 1940 U.S. 
Census will be released to the public in April, 
2012!  Go to page 28 for more NARA news! 
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FOOTNOTE.COM MARKS FAMILY 
HISTORY MONTH WITH 60 
MILLION IMAGE MILESTONE 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE:  22 September 2009 
 
Lindon, UTAH - Adding more than 1 million 
new records per month, Footnote.com will mark 
the month of October, designated as Family 
History Month, with the addition of its 60 
millionth image.  Since its launch in January, 
2007, Footnote.com has partnered with 
organizations including The National Archives 
and Gannett to digitize and index valued 
historical documents and photos to make them 
available online. 
 
“Footnote.com is more than just a repository of 
documents and images,” said Russ Wilding, 
CEO of Footnote.com.  “It’s a social gathering 
place where visitors can add photos, documents, 
and other personal contributions to create a 
more detailed and rich picture of our past.” 
 
A favorite site of scholars, historians, and 
genealogists, Footnote.com has hundreds of rare 
and unique record collections, including: 
 

 Historical Newspapers 
 Revolutionary War Documents 
 Civil War Records and Photos 
 The Interactive Vietnam Vets Memorial 
 The World War II Collection. 

 
Included among the millions of records are a 
number of free collections like the Social 
Security Death Index (SSDI), which gives 
visitors the opportunity to create interactive 
experiences from a simple index.  For each of 
the SSDI records, Footnote.com has created a 
page that features a dynamic timeline, map, 
photo gallery, and section for others to 
contribute stories and insights about each 
individual. 
 
“The SSDI is a very popular database for 
genealogists and historians,” added Wilding. 
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“What makes the SSDI more powerful on 
Footnote.com is the ability to enhance the 
records through member contributions.” 
 
The Social Security Death Index has a span that 
includes individuals who were born back in 
1875 and also those who have died as recently 
as last week.  This index provides valuable 
information including complete names, birth 
date, death date, and last known residence. 
 
Footnote.com encourages visitors to share and 
preserve their own family histories, including 
photos, letters, and other documents by scanning 
and uploading them to the site.  User 
contributions combined with the original 
archival documents allows Footnote.com to 
reveal a richer and more contextual side of 
history that few have seen before on the 
Internet. 
 
Footnote.com is a subscription web site that 
features searchable original documents, while 
providing users with an unaltered view of the 
events, places, and people who shaped the 
American nation and the world.  At 
Footnote.com, all are invited to come to share, 
discuss, and collaborate on their discoveries 
with friends, family, and colleagues. 
 
For more information, visit the Footnote.com 
site at: http://www.footnote.com. 
 
ATLANTA STARTS MAPATHON 
 
Atlanta, Georgia aims to become the world's 
most digitally mapped city with a volunteer 
project that will map every road, trail, bike path 
and tree. OpenStreetMap, or OSM, who is 
behind this unique effort, plans to produce a 
map more accurate than anything else.  
 
The U.S. Mapathon begins with volunteers 
armed with GPS devices will map the city 
neighborhood by neighborhood.  Then, the maps 
will be available online for free use.  For more 
information, go to the following web site: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/8305924.stm. 
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MORE NEWS FROM THE 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 
Press Releases: 23 and 29 September 2009 
 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS HIGHLIGHT 
NARA RECORDS IN OCTOBER  
 
Washington, DC - In October, the National 
Archives is featuring programs to highlight 
records from its holdings. All programs are free 
and open to the public. The programs will be 
held in the National Archives Building in 
Washington, DC, and the National Archives at 
College Park, Maryland. Visitors to all 
programs in the National Archives Building 
Research Center (Room     G-24) should use the 
Pennsylvania Avenue entrance, between 7th and 
9th Streets, NW. The National Archives at 
College Park, MD, is located at 8601 Adelphi 
Road. See directions to both locations. 
 
Saturday, October 24, at 10 AM, National 
Archives Building, Room G-24, Research 
Center  Introduction to Genealogy  
Archives staff present a lecture on basic 
genealogical research in Federal records. This 
lecture occurs on select Saturdays each month: 
the next one is Saturday, November 21. 
 
Saturday, October 24, noon–4 PM, National 
Archives Building, Room G-24, Research 
Center  “Help! I’m Stuck”   
Not sure where to begin? Has a genealogical 
problem stumped you? Would you like to 
explore new directions in your research? On 
select Saturdays, an archivist will be available 
from noon to 4 p.m. to answer questions. Look 
for the “Help! I’m Stuck” sign at the Research 
Center desk. This offer occurs on select 
Saturdays each month: the next one is Saturday, 
November 21. 
 
Tuesday, October 27, 11 AM, National 
Archives Building, Room G-24, Research 
Center  Civil War Medicine Archives specialist 
Rebecca Sharp and reference librarian Nancy 
Wing discuss The Medical and Surgical History  

www.NorthHillsGenealogist.org                                      

of the War of the Rebellion, 1861–1865. This 
published source contains details of Civil War 
medical and surgical procedures, and 
information about individual patients. (This 
lecture will be repeated at the National 
Archives at College Park, MD, in Lecture 
Room B, on Thursday, October 29, 11 AM).  

NEW DIGITAL HOLOCAUST 
COLLECTION ANNOUNCED 
 
Washington, DC and Lindon, UT: The 
National Archives and Records Administration 
and Footnote.com today announced the release 
of the Internet’s largest Interactive Holocaust 
Collection. For the first time ever, over one 
million Holocaust-related records – including 
millions of names and 26,000 photos from the 
National Archives– will be available online. The 
collection can be viewed online at: 
http://www.footnote.com/holocaust. 
 
“We cannot afford to forget this period in our 
history,” said Dr. Michael Kurtz, Assistant 
Archivist of the United States and author of 
America and the Return of Nazi Contraband: 
The Recovery of Europe's Cultural Treasures. 
“Working with Footnote, these records will 
become more widely accessible, and will help 
people now and in the future learn more about 
the events and impact of the Holocaust.” 
 
Included among the National Archives records 
available online at Footnote.com are: 
 >  Concentration camp registers and 

document from Dachau, Mauthausen, 
Auschwitz, and Flossenburg  

  
  > The “Ardelia Hall Collection” of records 

relating to the Nazi looting of Jewish 
possessions, including looted art  

  
  > Captured German records including 

deportation and death lists from 
concentration camps  

  
 > Nuremberg War Crimes Trial proceedings. 

(Continued on page 29) 
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NEW DIGITAL HOLOCAUST 
COLLECTION ANNOUNCED 
 (Continued from page 28) 
 
Access to the collection will be available for 
free on Footnote.com through the month of 
October, in honor of the 9th Family History 
Month. 
 
The collection also includes nearly 600 
interactive personal accounts of those who 
survived or perished in the Holocaust provided 
by the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
There will be no charge to access and contribute 
to these personal pages. 
 
“These pages tell a personal story that is not 
included in the history text books,” said Russ 
Wilding, CEO of Footnote.com. “They give 
visitors a first-hand glimpse into the tragic 
events of the Holocaust and allow users to 
engage with content such as maps, photos, 
timelines and personal accounts of victims and 
survivors through over 1 million documents.” 
 
The Holocaust collection is the latest in a 
continuing partnership between Footnote.com 
and the National Archives to scan, digitize, and 
make historical records available online. The 
goal is to give more people access to these and 
other historical records that have previously 
only been available through the research room 
of the National Archives. This partnership 
brings these priceless resources to an even 
greater number of people and enables the 
National Archives to provide ever-greater 
access to these critical holdings. 
 
WHAT DOES THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES MEAN TO YOU? 
 
As part of NARA’S 75th anniversary 
celebration, they are gathering and sharing 
National Archives stories from visitors about 
discovery, personal reward, and fun. If you have 
a story or just a thought to share, submit your 
story to: http://www.archives.gov/75th/. 
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GENEALOGICAL WEB SITES 
WORTH A LOOK  
 
The National Archives has recently created a 
blog of interest to genealogists, found at: 
http://blogs.archives.gov/online-public-access/. 
 
A searchable index of the 1911 Census of 
Ireland is now available for you online at: 
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/. 
 
A great site with free downloadable 
genealogical forms can be accessed at: 
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/forms/dow
nload.html. 
 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON 
GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH  
 
The National Institute on Genealogical Research 
(NIGR), to be held 11-16 July 2010 at the 
National Archives in Washington, D.C., and 
College Park, Maryland, is an intensive program 
offering on-site examination of federal 
records. Designed for experienced researchers, 
it is not an introduction to genealogy.  
 
Enrollment is limited, and the class fills very 
quickly. Tuition is $350 for applications 
postmarked by 15 May, or $400 thereafter. 
Application brochures will be mailed in early 
February 2010.  For more information, or to 
receive an application brochure, complete the 
mailing list form and add your name to the  list.  
 
NIGR has been a leader in genealogical 
education since its founding in 1950. It was 
incorporated in 1989 as a non-profit 501(c) (3) 
organization. Trustees are representatives of the 
American Society of Genealogists, Association 
of Professional Genealogists, Board for 
Certification of Genealogists, Federation of 
Genealogical Societies, National Genealogical 
Society, and the institute's alumni association. 
The National Archives, a non-voting member, 
provides strong support.  The e-mail for NIGR 
is:  NatInsGen@juno.com. 
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P.O. Box 304 
Ingomar, PA  15127 
 
 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
Dated Material 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, 17 November 2009 
ANNUAL ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
Speakers:  NHG Members 
 
November is a popular month for our group to break 
through brick walls!  Join the North Hills Genealogists for 
the annual Round Table Discussion meeting. This 
meeting is an opportunity for all members to exchange 
ideas for resolving problems in family history research.  
Everyone, whether a beginner or an experienced 
genealogist, can benefit from the round table! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

Saturday, 5 December 2009 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY SOCIAL 
Speakers:  NHG Members and Guests 
 
Join us at 10:30 A.M. at Photo Antiquities, located in the 
North Side business district.  We will tour the facility at 
Photo Antiquities, and hear a presentation about dating 
old photographs. Photo preservation techniques will also 
be highlighted during our visit.  After the tour, we will 
socialize over lunch at a nearby restaurant.  Parking is 
available near the Photo Antiquities business. 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS FROM NHG         Mark Your Calendars! 

THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM - Tuesday, 20 October 2009 
WORLD WAR I DRAFT CARDS 

Speaker: Tim Pinnick 
World War I draft registration cards contain valuable, imbedded information that can lead to solving 
genealogical roadblocks for researchers.  Tim’s presentation will give an overview of WWI draft cards, 
and discuss how to find relatives and other people by adding vital information to your family history 
from this primary source! Tim has over 20 years of experience as a lecturer and family historian.  
 




