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USING HISTORIC MAPS TO 
COMPLEMENT GENEALOGICAL 
RESEARCH

By Sue Ennis, NHG Newsletter Co-Editor

The use of  maps  in  genealogical  research  can 
provide  insight  about  families  and  how  they 
lived.  Hints  about  a  woman’s  maiden  name 
might  be  found  by  looking  for  nearby 
landowners.  Boundary  changes  over  time  can 
reveal  a  reason  why  a  family  could  not  be 
located in a certain source. If a genealogist does 
not live near the area where an ancestor lived, or 
is not even familiar with that area of the world, a 
map is a great visual to show exactly where a 
place exists in relation to larger towns or cities. 

Historic  maps  add  an  interesting  visual  to 
complement a family tree. Some historic maps 
actually  list  the  landowners,  creating  a 
neighborhood where researchers can search for 
relatives  or  notice  clusters  of  families.  In 
Pennsylvania, every county has map resources, 
both  paper  and digital,  that  a  family  historian 
can access. 

With the recent release of the 1940 U.S. census, 
maps  are  a  vital  link  to  use  in  finding  the 
enumeration  district  (ED)  of  family  members. 
Using  the  historic  ED maps  from 1940  helps 
with  finding  ancestors  in  the  not-yet-indexed 
portions of the census records. Access the ED 
maps  through  this  site: 
http://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html.  By 
entering  as  much  information  as  possible,  the 
1940 ED map of that vicinity will be accessible. 
Print out those maps or increase the size of the 
window in order to find the street, road, or area 
of the family. Copy down the ED code and then 

use Steve Morse’s tools to locate  cross streets 
and pinpoint a neighborhood in the 1940 census.

Boundaries and place names have changed over 
time.  However,  when  the  image  of  a  historic 
map  is  available,  it  can  be  compared  and 
contrasted to a modern map by matching those 
elements  that  have  not  changed.  With 
digitization  as  a  priority  to  preserve  records, 
more  and  more  historic  maps  are  becoming 
available  online.  Consider  accessing  and 
utilizing modern and historic maps to enhance 
your genealogical research.

*********

IRISH MAPS AVAILABLE ONLINE 
WITH GMAPS

The  Clare  County  Library  in  Ireland  recently 
introduced  a  new  online  map  viewer  called 
GMaps.  GMaps  works  with  Google  Maps  to 
provide a modern overlay for historic Irish maps
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WHO WE ARE - NHG
We are a group of genealogy enthusiasts who meet  
on  a  regular  basis  to  assist  one  another  in  
establishing  our  family  histories.  We  meet  on  the  
third Tuesday of every month, except December, at  
the  Northland  Public  Library,  300  Cumberland  
Road, McCandless Township in the North Hills of  
Pittsburgh,  PA. Tip Time begins at  6:45  P.M.,  and 
our  general  meeting  commences  at  7:00  P.M.  
Meetings are free and open to the public.

We  publish  a  newsletter  ten  times  a  year  for  a  
nominal  membership  fee  of  $15.00  annually.  The  
subscription  year  runs  from  August  to  June,  but  
anyone wishing to join the North Hills Genealogists  
mid-year will receive back issues of the newsletter  
for that membership year.

The North Hills Genealogists Board meets at 7:00  
P.M.  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  in  the  
Conference Room of the Northland Public Library.  
The Board meeting is  open to  all  members of  the  
North Hills Genealogists organization. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Tax  season  is  upon  us,  yet  again.  But  for 
genealogists,  these  records  are  an  enormously 
useful  but  often  overlooked  resource.  “The 
census  taker  came  every  ten  years  and  often 
missed  people.  The  tax  collector  came  every 
year and seldom missed anyone,” as pointed out 
in  a  review  of  The  Genealogist’s  Guide  to  
Researching  Tax  Records by  Carol  Cooke 
Darrow,  CG, and Susan Winchester,  PH.D.,  C.P.A. 
The  book  primarily  examines  U.S.  taxes, 
examining  where  to  look  for  records,  how to 
decipher  them,  and  what  information  can  be 
gleaned from them. A copy is available through 
Northland Library, courtesy of NHG! 

I  was  reminded  of  the  value  of  tax  records 
recently  during  my  first  visit  to  the  Family 
History Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City. Before 
I  explain  further,  I  want  to  say  what  a  truly 
amazing experience it was to have access to so 
many  records  from  around  the  world.  The 
library is staffed by knowledgeable people, who 
are so willing to help. I’m grateful the library is 
shared with everyone.

While at the FHL, I was chasing the family of 
my ggg-grandmother, Mary Powers Waldron of 
New  Brunswick,  Canada.  First  I  found  her 
marriage license from 1839 and the name of her 
brother Amos, who served as a witness. Amos 
Powers  moved  to  the  U.S.  before  the  first 
Canadian provincial census in 1851. Searching 
any  pre-census  records  I  could  find,  I  looked 
through the county tax records available 1822-
1866.  I  tracked  Manafseh  Powers  every  year 
from  1822  through  1846;  he  had  one  of  the 
largest  estates  in  the little  farming community 
until  the  mid-1840s.  (I’m  not  sure  if  I 
deciphered  the  name  Manafseh  correctly.  If 
anyone has some insight, please let me know.) 
Manafseh subdivided his property with his two 
sons,  Amos  and  Ephraim,  in  1836,  which 
implies they were old enough to own property 
and  roughly  estimates  their  birth.  More 
importantly,  the  tax  records  connected 
(continued on page 73)
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER
(continued from page 72)

Manafseh Powers and Mary through Amos! 

Meanwhile  I  hope  everyone  has  had  the 
opportunity  to  dig  into  the  1940  U.S.  census 
records, released on April 2nd. Hunting through 
the records surely makes us appreciate an index. 
Please contact the Project Chair Sharon Cimoch 
at  scimoch@zoominternet.net if  you  are inter-
ested  in  volunteering  to  help  index  the 
Pennsylvania records. This is the first time I’ve 
done any indexing, and it really isn’t that hard!

For  more  help  navigating  the  1940  federal 
census  and any  other  genealogical  challenges, 
please  attend  the  Spring  Family  History 
Workshop  at  Northland  Library  on  April  21, 
starting  at  9:15  A.M.  And  the  following  week 
Northland  Library  and  NHG  are  offering  an 
After  Hours  Genealogy  Lock-in  on  April  27, 
starting at 6:30 P.M. There is currently a waiting 
list. You can register with the library online at 
www.northlandlibrary.org or  by  calling  the 
Adult  Services  Department  at  412-366-8100, 
ext. 113. For more information about these and 
other  upcoming  programs,  you  can  check  out 
our  Facebook  page  at 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Hills-
Genealogists/246328335404138 or follow us on 
Twitter using @NHGenealogists, in addition to 
our website www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org. If 
you have any questions, please contact our new 
Social  Media  Chair,  Carole  Ashbridge  at 
nhg@northhillsgenealogists.org.

Lastly,  Sue  Ennis  is  heading  the  nominations 
committee for this year's election NHG officers; 
please  contact  Sue  if  you  are  willing  to 
volunteer. We are especially in need of someone 
to act as the secretary. Also, we are still seeking 
a  new program chair;  our  current  chair,  Mary 
Dzurichko  will  facilitate  the  transition.  Please 
contact  any  NHG  Board  member  if  you  are 
interested.

~ Krisanne

JOIN NHG ON FACEBOOK AND 
TWITTER

The  North  Hills  Genealogists  now  has  a 
presence on Facebook and Twitter,  two of the 
most popular social media sites. These sites are 
some of the best ways to  be aware of current 
news.  By  liking  our  Facebook  page  and 
following us on Twitter, you are sure to keep up 
with  all  the  latest  genealogical  happenings 
locally, regionally, and nationally. We will send 
along messages that have relevance to research 
and  discovery.  Facebook  fans  can  access  our 
page by searching for North Hills Genealogists 
or  using  this  URL 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Hills-
Genealogists/246328335404138. Our address on 
Twitter  is  @NHGenealogists.  If  you have any 
questions,  please  get  in  touch  with  Carole 
Ashbridge:  nhg@northhillsgenealogists.org. 
Hope you’ll find and follow us soon!

*********

FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP 
AND LIBRARY LOCK-IN 
SCHEDULES

Don't  forget  that  NHG  and  Northland  Public 
Library  are  sponsoring  a  family  history 
workshop on Saturday, April 21st. The day starts 
at 9:15  A.M. with registration.  Mary Dzurichko 
will  give  a  lecture  on  getting  started  in 
genealogical  research.  Amy Arner  will  give  a 
lecture  on  finding  your  family  in  the  1940 
census.  Amy  Steele  will  give  a  lecture  on 
Northland's genealogical resources. 

NHG  and  Northland  Public  Library  are  also 
sponsoring a library lock-in on April 27th. The 
library doors will open at 6:30 P.M. Participants 
must enter through the library's upper entrance. 
Amy Steele will  give a brief welcome at 6:45 
P.M. and 7:00 P.M. and then participants will have 
open research time. 

Pre-registration  (through  Northland's  Adult 
Services  Department)  is  required  for  both  of 
these free events. 
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IRISH MAPS
(continued from page 71)

dating from 1842. You can find quick links and 
directions  on  the  library’s  web  site 
http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/maps/in
dex.htm.

According to  a  blog  post  on  Irish  Genealogy 
News, “This new system, developed by Rainer 
Kosbi,  uses  many  of  the  same  controls  as 
Google  Maps,  and  it  has  been  linked  to  the 
thousands of pages on the Library's impressive 
website  that  deal  with  the  archeology,  history 
and  administrative  divisions  of  County  Clare. 
It's an easy system to navigate, allowing you to 
quickly orientate yourself on the old maps using 
the modern-day road maps. Drop down menus 
allow  instant  navigation  to  towns,  townlands 
etc.”  To  read  this  post  in  its  entirety,  go  to 
http://irish-genealogy-news.blogspot.com/2012
/01/lucky-clare.html.

GMaps  is  another  innovative  tool  for 
genealogists and historians! Up to four layers of 
overlays can be manipulated in order to locate 
ancestral  homes,  specific  roads,  or 
neighborhood and area information. If traveling 
to  Ireland,  this  would  be  interesting  to  use in 
advance of a trip to pinpoint a parish, cemetery, 
farm,  or  homestead.  GMaps  has  been  well 
thought out; it is free to use, fascinating in what 
it  can  reveal,  and  coordinates  with  both 
Windows and Mac operating systems. Look for 
GMaps to expand to other areas of Ireland and 
beyond in the future.

*********

PITTSBURGH HISTORIC SITES 
MAP VIEWER

The  Pittsburgh  Mapping  and  Historic  Site 
Viewer  is  a  dynamic  interactive  web  site 
featuring  historic  maps.  This  site,  found  at 
http://peoplemaps.esri.com/pittviewer starts 
with Pittsburgh neighborhoods from 1835 and 
shows the progress and changes over time.

One  way  to  use  this  site  is  to  first  locate  an 
ancestral  home,  church,  or  business.  You  can 
start at a known year and work forward through 
time or backwards. For example, using the 1920 
U.S. federal  census,  take a verified address of 
ancestors  in  Pittsburgh,  and  then  trace  that 
location  forward  and/or  backward  in  time. 
Discover  street  name  changes,  boundary 
alterations,  or even the addition or deletion of 
schools or churches or homes. Place names on 
historic maps can match prominent families. A 
layering effect can help with the understanding 
of any changes on the map. Ideally, the use of a 
historic map will reveal new information about 
ancestors or provide a timeline to correlate with 
census or other family records.

*********
OLD MAPS ONLINE SITE 
REVIEWED

The web site Old Maps Online:  Discover  the  
Cartography  of  the  Past features  access  to 
historic  map  collections  from libraries  around 
the world. By conducting a geographic search, 
the researcher is linked directly to that library’s 
web site for a view of the specific map image. 
Several  international  organizations  and 
institutions  are  collaborating  to  maintain  the 
Old Maps Online site, including libraries in the 
United  Kingdom,  Switzerland,  and  the  Czech 
Republic.

The collection of maps will continue to expand 
as  more  libraries  connect  with  the  Old  Maps 
Online project. In addition to links for a search 
engine and for collection information,  the  Old 
Maps Online site also hosts a blog, which would 
be of interest to genealogists.

A unique feature of the Old Maps Online project 
is  that  any  repository  can  contribute  historic 
maps to be linked from the project site. Click on 
the  link  “Join  Our  Contributors”  for  more 
details about donating maps. The web site  Old 
Maps Online: Discover the Cartography of the  
Past  can  be  found  at 
http://project.oldmapsonline.org.
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WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET

Wednesday, 18 April 2012, 7:00 P.M.
BEAVER COUNTY GENEALOGY & 
HISTORY CENTER

The  speaker  for  the  next  Beaver  County 
Genealogy  &  History  Center  meeting  is  Dr. 
Debbie Abbott. She will present “Bringing Your 
Ancestors to Life.” The meeting will be held at 
the Mormon Family History Center, 114 Church 
Drive, Monaca, PA. For more information, call 
724-847-9253 or go to http://www.rootsweb  .  
ancestry.com/~pabecgs. 

Saturday, 21 April 2012
ALLEGHENY CITY SOCIETY

The Allegheny City Society is sponsoring a tour 
of Civil War sites in Washington County.  The 
tour  includes  Canonsburg,  the  Hill  United 
Presbyterian Church, Washington and Jefferson 
College, and Washington Cemetery. The tour is 
$10.00,  not  including  lunch.  Contact  Ruth 
McCartan  at  412-364-6132  or 
theruths03@yahoo.com for more information. 

Wednesday, 25 April 2012, 6:30 P.M.
CRANBERRY GENEALOGY CLUB

The  next  Cranberry  Genealogy  Club  meeting 
will be April 25th. The program will be a round 
table discussion on the 1940 census. Bring your 
frustrations and successes to share! The meeting 
will be held in the Library Conference Room at 
the  Cranberry  Township  Municipal  Building, 
2525  Rochester  Road.  Meetings  are  free  and 
open to the public. For more information, please 
visit http://www.cranberrygenealogy.org. 

Saturday, 28 April 2012 10:00 A.M.
CARNEGIE CIVIL WAR WEEKEND

The Andrew Carnegie Free Library and Music 
Hall  is  holding  their  6th annual  Civil  War 
weekend on April 28th. The library's address is 

300  Beechwood  Avenue,  Carnegie,  PA.  The 
event's  activities  include  tours  of  the  Thomas 
Espy Grand Army of the Republic Room tours, 
a book signing by author Mary Frailey Calland, 
a  Victorian  tea,  a  Civil  War  period  fashion 
show, artillery demonstrations,  and skirmishes. 
For  more  information  and  a  schedule,  please 
visit  http://www.carnegiecarnegie.org/6th-
annual-civil-war-weekend. 

28 April 2012, 9:00 A.M.
INDIANA GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY CONFERENCE

The Indiana Genealogical Society will hold its 
annual conference and meeting April 28th at the 
Allen  County  Public  Library  in  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana. The featured speaker will be Debra S. 
Mieszala, CG. Her lectures will include “Lessons 
From  A  Snoop:  Collaterals  and  Associates,” 
“Digging Through Documents Word by Word,” 
“Patently  Unique:  Locating  Patent  Records, 
Online  and  Off,”  and  “Bringing  Our  Soldiers 
Home.”  More  information  and  a  registration 
form are available at http://www.indgensoc.org.

Tuesday, 8 May 2012, 6:30 P.M.
BUTLER COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

The next BCGS meeting will  be held on May 
8th.  Stan  Malecki  will  present  “Taverns  along 
the Turnpike.” It will held at the Butler Library's 
Lower  Level  Meeting  Room.  The  library's 
address is 218 North McKean Street, Butler. Go 
to http://www.bcgs.us for more details.

9-12 May 2012
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY CONFERENCE

The  National  Genealogical  Society's  2012 
conference will be held in Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
theme is The Ohio River: Gateway to the 

(continued on page 76)
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WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET
(continued from page 75)

Western Frontier. The event will be held at the 
Duke Energy Convention Center in downtown 
Cincinnati. The conference will include Ask an 
Expert consultations, a Kids' Kamp, and a free 
exhibit  hall.  Some  special  evening  events  are 
also  planned.  Registration  is  now open.  More 
information and a registration form are available 
at http://www.ngsgenealogy.org. 

Saturday, 12 May 2012, 9:00 A.M.
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

The next WPGS meeting will  feature Leonard 
C.  Marraccini  as  the  speaker.  He will  present 
“The History of Women in Mining: A Historical 
Perspective.”  The meeting  will  be held in  the 
Carnegie  Library  Lecture  Hall,  4400  Forbes 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA. The meeting is free and 
open  to  the  public.  Parking  at  the  Carnegie 
Library and Museum complex is $5.00. Go to 
http://www.wpgs.org for more details.

Saturday, 19 May 2012, 8:30 A.M.
EAST CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

The  East  Cuyahoga  County  Genealogical 
Society (ECCGS) will hold an all-day seminar 
on  May  19th.  The  featured  speaker  will  be 
Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak. Her lectures will 
include  “Trace  Your  Roots  with  DNA,” 
“Reverse  Genealogy:  Techniques  for  Finding 
Lost Loved Ones,” “Find That Obituary! Online 
Newspaper  Research,”  and “Cases  That  Made 
My Brain Hurt.” The event will be held at the 
Harry  Eastridge  Professional  Development 
Center,  5700  West  Canal  Road,  Building  B, 
Valley View, Ohio, 44125. The pre-registration 
deadline  is  April  30th.  The  registration  fee 
before the early bird deadline is $35 for ECCGS 
members  and $40 for non-members.  For more 
information and a registration form, please visit 
http://www. rootsweb.ancestry.com/~oheccgs  .  

Monday, 21 May 2012, 1:00 P.M.
MOUNT LEBANON GENEALOGY 
SOCIETY 

The Mount Lebanon Genealogy Society's  next 
meeting  will  be  May 21st.  The topic  is  “Your 
Family History Booklet—What You Need to Do 
this  Summer  to  Publish  by  September.”  The 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Mount  Lebanon 
Library,  16  Castle  Shannon  Boulevard, 
Pittsburgh,  PA. For  more  information, please 
visit http://mtlebanongenealogysociety.org  .  

1-3 June 2012
ONTARIO GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY CONFERENCE

The Ontario Genealogical Society will hold its 
annual conference 1-3 June at the St. Lawrence 
College,  100  Portsmouth  Avenue,  Kingston, 
Ontario.  The  theme  is  Borders  and  Bridges:  
1812-2012.  There  will  also  be  one-on-one 
consultations  with  members  of  the  Ontario 
Chapter  of  the  Association  of  Professional 
Genealogists.  More  information  and  a 
registration  booklet  are  available  at 
http://www.ogs.on.ca. Note that the program fee 
must be paid in Canadian dollars.

Thursday-Sunday, 7-10 June 2012
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
JAMBOREE

The  Southern  California  Genealogical  Society 
will hold their annual Jamboree 7-10 June. The 
event will be held at the Los Angeles Marriott 
Burbank Airport Hotel in Burbank, California. 
Speakers  will  include  George  Morgan,  Drew 
Smith,  Lisa  Alzo,  Steven  Morse,  D.  Joshua 
Taylor,  Jana  Sloan  Broglin,  CG,  Megan 
Smolenyak Smolenyak, Lisa Louise Cook, and 
many more. Lectures for all skill levels will be 
offered. For more information and a

(continued on page 77) 
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WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET
(continued from page 76)

registration form, please visit the Jamboree web 
site at http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/Jamboree
/2012jam-home.htm.

20-21 July 2012
MIDWESTERN ROOTS

The Midwestern Roots 2012 conference will be 
held at the Indianapolis Marriott East. The event 
is sponsored by the Indiana Historical Society. 
Featured  speakers  include  Dick  Eastman, 
Shamele  Jordan,  J.  Mark  Lowe,  CG,  Thomas 
MacEntee,  Daniel  S.  Poffenberger,  Juliana 
Smith,  Megan  Smolenyak  Smolenyak,  D. 
Joshua Taylor, Patricia Van Skaik, and Curt B. 
Witcher.  For  more  information  and  a 
registration form, please visit http://www  .  
indianahistory  .org/  our-services/family-  
history/midwesternroots/  midwestern-roots  . 

22-27 July 2012
GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE OF PITTSBURGH

The  inaugural  Genealogical  Research  Institute 
of Pittsburgh (GRIP) will be held 22-27 July at 
La Roche College. Three courses still have slots 
available:  German  Genealogical  Research, 
Intermediate  Genealogy:  Tools  for  Digging 
Deeper, and Beneath the Home Page: Problem 
Solving  with  Online  Repositories.  GRIP  will 
also have free evening classes on July 23rd, 24th, 
25th,  and  26th.  Limited  seating  is  available  for 
the  evening  classes.  For  more  information, 
please visit http://www.gripitt.org. 

Wednesday-Saturday, 29 August-1 
September 2012
FEDERATION OF 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES 
CONFERENCE

The  Federation  of  Genealogical  Societies  will 

hold their annual conference 29 August through 
1 September. The theme for this year's confer-
ence is Indians, Squatters, Settlers, and Soldiers  
in the Old Southwest. The event will be held at 
the Birmingham-Jefferson Convention Complex 
in Birmingham, Alabama. The conference will 
feature  eight  tracks  of  lectures  each  day.  The 
early  bird  registration  deadline  is  1  July.  For 
more information and a registration form, please 
visit http://www.fgs.org. 

8-12 October 2012
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR 
BRITISH GENEALOGY AND 
FAMILY HISTORY

The International Society for British Genealogy 
and  Family  History's  annual  institute  will  be 
held in Salt Lake City,  Utah, from Monday, 8 
October through Friday, 12 October 2012. The 
venue will be the Radisson Hotel Salt Lake City 
Downtown. 

This  year's  classes  will  be  “Records  and 
Strategies  for  Beginning  English  Research” 
taught by Judy Jones,  AG,  CG; “From Simple to 
Complex:  Applying  Genealogy’s  Standard  of 
Proof  to  Your  Work”  taught  by  Thomas  W. 
Jones, Ph.D.,  CG,  CGL,  FASG,  FUGA,  FNGS; “British 
Military, Its Regiments and Records” taught by 
John M. Kitzmiller,  II,  AG,  FSG (ENGLAND);  FSA 
(SCOT)  and  “Advanced  Methodology  for  Irish 
Research”  taught  by  David  Rencher, AG,  CG, 
FIGRS,  FUGA.  More information and a registration 
form are available at http://www.isbgfh.org. 

Saturday, 20 October 2012, 8:00 A.M.
NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS 
FALL CONFERENCE

NHG will hold our fifth annual conference on 
Saturday, 20 October 2012. We will be using a 
new  venue,  the  Wildwood  Golf  Club,  2195 
Sample Road, Allison Park. D. Joshua Taylor, 
MA,  MLS,  will  be  our  speaker.  He  will  present 
four lectures: “Discovering USGenWeb,”
(continued on page 78) 
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WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET
(continued from page 77)

“Bridging  the  Gap:  Finding  Ancestors  in  the 
U.S. between 1780 and 1830,” “Mapping Your 
Success:  Employing  Maps  for  Genealogical 
Research,”  and  “Putting  It  Together:  A  Case 
Study.”  The early bird registration  deadline  is 
18  September.  The  registration  fee  includes  a 
continental breakfast and buffet lunch. We will 
have  door  prizes.  The registration  brochure  is 
available at meetings and on our web site.

*********

1940 CENSUS INDEXING UPDATE

By Sharon Cimoch

We  now  have  seventeen  people  working  on 
indexing  the  1940  census  with  three  more 
waiting in the wings who haven't yet started. As 
of the Friday before Easter, towns and boroughs 
in  Allegheny  County  were  coming  up  for 
indexing with Adams County being done first.

Five or six  states  were made available  almost 
immediately  on  Monday,  April  2nd with 
Pennsylvania being released two days  later  on 
April  4th.  At  this  point,  states  with  smaller 
populations  like  Delaware  may  already  be 
complete  but  a  few  are  still  not  ready  to  be 
indexed.  Obviously,  Family  Search  is  not 
putting all states out at once so this will still take 
quite some time to complete. 

There  is  still  time  for  anyone  interested  in 
indexing to sign up. You can see me at the April 
meeting. 

*********

NHG FIELD TRIP TO ALLEGHENY 
COUNTY RESPOSITORIES

NHG is planning a field trip to the City-County 
Building  and  the  County  Office  Building  for 
Wednesday,  May 16th.  Amy Arner  and  Elissa 

Powell  will  provide  one-on-one  help  to  those 
going  on  the  trip.  The  plan  is  to  visit  the 
Allegheny  County  Department  of  Real  Estate 
(formerly  the  Recorder  of  Deeds)  and  the 
Department  of  Court  Records,  Wills/Orphans' 
Court Division (formerly the Register of Wills). 
The Department of Real Estate has deeds. The 
Division  of  Court  Records  has  probate  files, 
guardianships,  and  marriage  licenses.  The 
records  of  both  departments  start  with  the 
formation of the county in  1788, although the 
marriage licenses start in 1885. 

You’ll need to keep several things in mind on 
the trip:

• Parking is expensive downtown. Plan on 
car-pooling  from  somewhere  in  the 
North Hills so we can split the costs. 

• We will break for lunch and eat at one of 
the  restaurants  near  the  City-County 
Building. 

• The old records are  dusty and dirty.  If 
you have allergies, come prepared with 
the appropriate medication. 

• Seating is extremely limited in all of the 
offices we will be visiting. If you have 
trouble standing for long periods of time, 
you may not be able to research all day. 

• Table  space  is  very  limited  in  the 
Division of Court Records. Please keep 
the material  you  bring on the trip  to  a 
minimum. 

• All visitors to the City-County Building 
must  pass  through  metal  detectors.  It 
will  be  helpful  if  you  have  all  metal 
objects  in  a  purse  or  bag  before  you 
reach the detectors.

• Bring name and address labels to make 
ordering records in the Division of Court 
Records easier.

We will  limit  the  attendance  to  six  people.  If 
there is enough interest,  a second trip  may be 
added. To sign up, contact Amy Arner at 724-
741-0034 or  Amy@ArnerResearch.com. Space 
can  be  reserved  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis.
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EVIDENCE EXPLAINED SITE 
LAUNCHES

Elizabeth Shown Mills, the author of  Evidence  
Explained and  the speaker  at  last  year's  NHG 
Fall Conference,  has launched a web site with 
the  same  name  that  is  dedicated  to  guiding 
genealogists towards the correct citation of any 
resource used to document one’s family history. 
The reference book and the web site content can 
be  used  together  or  independently  when 
examining and citing sources.

This site features Quick Lessons, each focusing 
on either one type of source and its citation or 
on  an  explanation  of  how  to  evaluate  and 
analyze  the  information  from  a  source.  The 
Quick  Lessons  are  easy  to  understand  and 
provide both written explanations with example 
images.

Reviews  of  all  things  genealogy  are  another 
highlight  of  the  Evidence  Explained web site. 
There is also a Book Navigation link that allows 
both a sneak peek into the most recent edition of 
Evidence  Explained and provides models  with 
explanations presented in a scenario style to aid 
researchers  in  deciding  how to accurately cite 
sources of information.

Elizabeth  Shown  Mills  is  bringing  the  most 
expert advice about citing sources to your home 
office with the unveiling of the new web site, 
Evidence  Explained  -  Historical  Analysis,  
Citation and Source Usage,  which is  found at 
https://www.evidenceexplained.com.

*********

ROOTSTECH  LECTURES  NOW 
ONLINE

Some of the lectures presented at the RootsTech 
conference  in  February  are  now  online.  The 
URL  is  http://rootstech.org/#video-player.  The 
lectures are free to watch. Topics include online 
searching,  genealogical  podcasts  and  blogs, 
Twitter,  and  using  Google's  toolbar  for 
genealogy.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
PRESERVATION EVENTS

Press Release (Partial)   April 2012

Washington,  D.C. –  For  many  years,  people 
have  kept  their  precious  mementos—letters, 
photo  albums,  home  movies  and  paper 
documents—as  a  link  to  their  past,  and  a 
recognized  tradition  is  to  pass  along  these 
family  treasures  to  future  generations.  In 
celebration  of  Preservation  Week  2012,  April 
22-28,  the  Library  of  Congress  is  sponsoring 
activities  to  share  preservation  strategies  that 
help people care for their personal materials—
and thereby pass them on. 

• April  24,  “Caring  for  Your  Digital 
Photos: Strategies to Help You Organize 
and  Save  Your  Digital  Memories:” 
Basic,  practical  tips  for  organizing  and 
saving digital photos. 

• April  25,  “Caring  for  Your  Books, 
Documents and Works of Art on Paper, 
and  Photographic  Prints:” Basic 
preservation  measures  one  can  do  at 
home to care for personal collections. 

• April  25,  “Saving  Cherished  Memor-
abilia:  Preservation  Tips  for  Family 
Historians:” Staff  members  from  the 
Library's  Preservation  Directorate and 
the Local History & Genealogy Reading 
Room host a free webinar with tips and 
recommendations  for  preserving family 
memorabilia. 

Preservation  Week,  a  joint  initiative  of  the 
Association  for  Library  Collections  and 
Technical  Services,  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library 
Services,  encourages  libraries  and  other 
institutions to connect our communities through 
events,  activities  and  resources  that  highlight 
what  we can do,  individually and together,  to 
preserve  our  personal  and  shared  collections. 
For  complete  information,  please  visit 
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/meetings/pre
sweek2012.html. 

www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org April 2012 Vol. 22 - No. 8: Page 79

http://www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/meetings/presweek2012.html
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/meetings/presweek2012.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/
http://www.loc.gov/preservation/
http://rootstech.org/#video-player
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/


P.O. Box 169
Wexford, PA 15090

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Dated Material

Tuesday, 15 May 2012
IRISH GENEALOGY RESEARCH – GETTING 
STARTED

Speaker: Rebecca Kichta Miller 

Irish family history can be a fascinating, but it can also 
prove very frustrating. This brief overview will get you 
pointed in the right direction to map your Irish heritage.

Tuesday, 19 June 2012
WHAT'S NEW AT FAMILYSEARCH.ORG?

Speaker: Shelli Nye, NHG Member

Shelli  Nye  will  review  all  the  new  enhancements  and 
information  on  the  re-designed  FamilySearch  website, 
which provides free access to a large collection of useful 
genealogy databases.
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THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM – Tuesday, 17 April 2012
BRINGING YOUR ANCESTORS TO LIFE

Speaker: Dr. Debbie Abbott

Your  ancestors  are  more  than  names  and  dates.  Learn  how to  breathe  life  into  your  ancestor’s  life  by 
discovering the hidden stories that fill the dash between birth and death. Case studies will be used to help you  
learn the many ways to build a family history that has meaning and depth.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS FROM NHG Mark Your Calendars!
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