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RPAC ANNOUNCES STOP ID 
THEFT NOW! CAMPAIGN WITH 
WHITE HOUSE PETITION

Press Release February 7, 2012

Genealogy Community Responds To Efforts 
To Remove Access to Social  Security Death 
Index and Other Records

February 7,  2012– Austin,  TX:  The Records 
Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) – a 
joint  coalition  of  international  genealogical 
societies  representing  millions  of  genealogists 
and family historians – announces the launch of 
its  Stop ID Theft NOW! campaign with its  We 
The People petition posted at WhiteHouse.gov.

Call To Action For IRS To Do Its Job
Each year,  fraudulent  tax refund claims  based 
upon  identity  theft  from  recently  deceased 
infants  and  adults  are  filed  with  the  Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS). The current target is the 
Social  Security  Death  Index  (SSDI)  or  Death 
Master File since this file, as found on numerous 
genealogy-oriented websites, could possibly be 
the  source  of  identity  thieves  acquiring  a 
deceased person’s Social Security number.

The IRS could  close  the  door  to  this  form of 
identity theft if, in fact, it were to use the Death 
Master  File  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
created:  to  reduce  fraud.  If  returns  claiming  a 
tax  refund  were  screened  against  the  Master 
Death  File  and  matching  cases  identified  for 
special  processing,  the  thief  should  receive  a 
rejection notice for the filing.

Tax Fraud and Identity Theft:  Genealogists 
Are Not To Blame
The  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee 

Subcommittee  on Social  Security  is  proposing 
to  completely  shut  down use  of  the  SSDI  by 
genealogists as well as other industries such as 
banking  and  insurance  that  rely  upon  its 
information.  Such  an  attempt  is  short-sighted 
and runs counter to the original purpose of the 
SSDI: to actually combat fraud.

Loss  of  Access  to  SSDI Affects  More Than 
Genealogists
The  SSDI  is  accessed  by  many  different 
companies,  non-profits  and  other  entities 
besides  individuals  researching  their  family 
history.  Forensic  specialists  utilize  the  SSDI 
when  reuniting  remains  of  military  veterans 
with  their  next-of-kin  and  descendants.  Law 
offices,  banks and insurance companies  utilize 
the SSDI to resolve probate cases and to locate 
heirs.

All of these entities would be required to spend 
more  money  and  more  time  leveraging  other 
resources  of  information  when  the  SSDI  has 
served  this  purpose,  uninterrupted,  for  over  a 
decade.

RPAC Petitions Obama Administration
The We the People petition, now posted at
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WHO WE ARE
NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS
We are a group of genealogy enthusiasts who  
meet on a regular basis to assist one another in  
establishing  our  family  histories.  We  meet  on  
the  third  Tuesday  of  every  month,  except  
December, at the Northland Public Library, 300  
Cumberland  Road,  McCandless  Township  in  
the  North  Hills  of  Pittsburgh,  PA.  Tip  Time  
begins  at  6:45  P.M.,  and  our  general  meeting  
commences at 7:00  P.M. Meetings are free and  
open to the public.

We publish a newsletter ten times a year for a  
nominal  membership  fee  of  $15.00  annually.  
The subscription year runs from August to June,  
but  anyone  wishing  to  join  the  North  Hills  
Genealogists mid-year will receive back issues  
of the newsletter for that membership year.

The North  Hills  Genealogists  Board meets  at  
7:00 P.M. on the first Tuesday of each month at  
the  Northland  Public  Library.  The  board  
meeting is open to all NHG members.

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

At  our  monthly  meetings,  we  frequently 
emphasize  the  value  of  going  back  over 
previous research to break through brick walls. 
Sue  Ennis  referred  to  this  as  zoom-lens 
genealogy last spring. I just wanted to convey an 
example in my own research that illustrates the 
concept,  along with the value of incorporating 
alternate  search  engines  and  maps  in  your 
research and using  reference  materials  to  help 
decipher old handwriting. 

This example is based on my great-grandmother 
(Polly) who emigrated from the southeast part of 
Poland,  which  at  the  time  (1888)  was  part  of 
Galicia  in  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire.  I 
located her departure on the Hamburg passenger 
list with a search in Ancestry.com. Even with an 
approximate  arrival  date,  I  couldn’t  locate  the 
corresponding  arrival  passenger  list  on 
Ancestry.  I  actually  found  it  on 
FamilySearch.org,  and that  information  helped 
me  obtain  a  copy on Ancestry.  At  the  annual 
conference,  Tom  Jones  explained  there  are 
many reasons why you get different  results of 
your  search,  for  example  different  search 
algorithms,  data  organization,  and  database 
updates. Anyway, I had both passenger lists, and 
they  corroborated  one  another  and  additional 
information  that  I  had  about  Polly.  So 
everything was copacetic.

Later, I was finally able to make use of Polly’s 
baptismal certificate (in Latinized Polish) based 
on  suggestions  at  monthly  meetings  by  Mary 
Dzurichko  (to  use  Google  Translate  at 
http://www.translate.google.com)  and  Rich 
Hayden  (to  use  detailed  maps  to  aid  your 
research). After translating the pre-printed text, I 
realized  that  the  handwritten  information 
included  the  maiden  names  of  Polly’s  mother 
and both  grandmothers  along  with  the  district 
and parish of Polly’s baptism. I used a map with 
the  Polish  place  names  (as  opposed  to 
Anglicized ones) and supplemented it with

(continued on page 53)
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER
(continued from page 52)

other  maps  from  Wikipedia  and  Google,  to 
decipher  the  handwriting.  From  Polish  Roots  
(Chorzempa)  at  Northland,  I  knew  that 
surnames can be variations on town names, so 
the maps helped with a couple surnames too.

In  the  meantime  I  was  working  on  another 
branch of the family, and I discovered that three 
families  related  by  marriage  immigrated 
together. It then occurred to me to check for the 
new  surnames  associated  with  Polly  on  the 
passenger  lists,  and  the  second  look  was  so 
rewarding! I realized I hadn’t fully utilized the 
Hamburg  list  because  the  handwriting  was  so 
difficult  to  decipher.  But  I  worked  on  the 
Hamburg  list  anew  and  realized  I  could  now 
decipher the villages listed under “prior place of 
residence.” On the same voyage, there were at 
least two other women who were from the same 
village  as  Polly  and about  her  age,  and  there 
were  four  people  from  nearby  villages  with 
those key surnames. I now have six new leads in 
the U.S. for Polly’s  family!  (And I’m glad to 
think  that  Polly  might  not  have  made  the 
journey alone.)

If you’re interested in delving into your family 
history with like-minded people, please consider 
joining  us  at  the  Family  History  Lock-in  on 
April  27, when we’ll  have exclusive access to 
the  computer  resources  at  Northland  Library. 
And if you know of anyone interested in getting 
started in genealogy,  please ask that person to 
join  us  at  the  Spring  Family  History  Day  on 
April 21, also at Northland. Both opportunities 
are described more fully in this newsletter.

~ Krisanne

*********

SSDI 
(continued from page 51)
http://wh.gov/khE and accepting signatures, has 
a simple yet effective mission:

Take immediate steps that would curtail the 
filing of fraudulent tax refund claims based 
upon  identity  theft  from  recently  deceased 
infants and adults.
[Note: Visitors to the WhiteHouse.gov website 
must log in to sign the petition, or click Create 
an Account to register. Once registered, return 
to http://wh.gov/khE to sign the petition.]

No  need  for  lengthy  hearings  in  front  of  a 
Congressional  committee.  No  need  for  filing 
statements for or against any House action. No 
need to waste time and effort, which could be 
directed  to  more  pressing  national  issues.  In 
fact,  the National  Taxpayer  Advocate  in  2011 
issued  suggestions,  which  do  not  require 
additional  legislation  but  can  be  implemented 
collaboratively  between  the  IRS  and  Social 
Security  Administration  (SSA)  almost 
immediately  in  time to impact  the  current  tax 
filing season.

About  Records  Preservation  &  Access 
Committee (RPAC)
The Records Preservation & Access Committee 
(RPAC) was formed to advise the genealogical 
community  on  ensuring  proper  access  to 
historical  records  of  genealogical  value  in 
whatever media they are recorded, on means to 
affect  legislation,  and  on  supporting  strong 
records preservation policies and practices.

The  genealogical  community  works  together 
through The Records  Preservation  and Access 
Committee (RPAC), which today includes The 
National  Genealogical  Society  (NGS),  the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) and 
the  International  Association  of  Jewish 
Genealogical  Societies  (IAJGS)  as  voting 
members.  The  Association  of  Professional 
Genealogists (APG), the Board for Certification 
of Genealogists (BCG), the American Society of 
Genealogists  (ASG),  ProQuest  and 
Ancestry.com serve as participating members.

To learn more visit http://www.fgs.org/rpac.
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PA VITAL RECORDS AVAILABLE

As a result of Governor Corbett signing Senate 
Bill  361,  Pennsylvania  birth  and  death 
certificates  become  public  records  after  a  set 
amount of time. For birth certificates it is 105 
years  and for  death  certificates  it  is  50 years. 
The regulations for accessing these records have 
been posted. The records are available through 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the 
Pennsylvania State Archives. The procedure for 
accessing  the  records  is  different  for  the  two 
agencies.  The Department  of  Health  will  only 
fill mail requests while the State Archives will 
accept  mail  requests  and  accommodate  those 
wishing to research in person.

The  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Health  has 
posted  indices  for  the  birth  and death  records 
online at http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/
server.pt/community/public_records/20686. The 
indices  are  arranged  by  record  type  and  then 
year.  Some  of  the  indices  are  arranged 
alphabetically by surname. Others, such as the 
death indexes for 1920-1924 and 1930-1951, are 
arranged by the Russell Index coding. There is a 
link to instructions  on how to use the Russell 
Index coding on the web page listed above. The 
indices are in PDF files, with each year having 
several files.

The most efficient way to obtain certificates that 
are  public  records  is  to  get  the  Pennsylvania 
State File number provided in the indices. The 
URL listed above has examples of the State File 
number.  The  mail  order  forms  used  by  the 
Department of Health have a space for the State 
File number. Certificates requested using these 
forms  cost  $3.00  each  and  the  agency  takes 
sixteen to eighteen weeks to fulfill the requests. 
These  are  uncertified  copies.  The  forms  are 
available at http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/
server.pt/community/public_records/20686 

The instructions for obtaining certificates from 
the State Archives are online at http://www.
portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/ge
nealogy/3183/vital_statistics/387291. 

Certificates  requested  via  mail  order  from the 
State  Archives  cost  $15.00  for  state  residents 
and  $25.00 for  non-residents  if  the  State  File 
number  is  provided.  If  you  only  provide  the 
name  of  the  person  of  interest,  the  charge  is 
$50.00 per hour for the research. The public can 
search the original records in person at the State 
Archives  in  Harrisburg  for  free.  The  State 
Archives does have a copy of the Department of 
Health indices in its Research Room for those 
working on site.

*********

SAVE THE DATES

NHG  has  some  exciting  events  scheduled.  In 
conjunction with Northland Public Library,  we 
will  hold  a  Family  History  Workshop  on 
Saturday,  April  21st.  Also  in  conjunction  with 
Northland,  we  will  hold  a  library  lock-in  on 
Friday,  April  27th.  Our annual  fall  conference, 
featuring  D.  Joshua  Taylor,  will  be  held 
Saturday,  October  20th.  Stay  tuned  for  more 
details!

********

FHL MICROFILM PRICE 
INCREASE

Individuals  have  long  been  able  to  order 
microfilm from the  Family History Library to 
view  in  Family  History  Centers  around  the 
country. Due to the rising cost of microfilm and 
microfiche,  FamilySearch  instituted  a  price 
increase  for  those  orders  that  started  15 
February 2012. This applies to both microfilm 
and microfiche orders. The short-term loan and 
short-term extension  fees  are  now $7.50.  The 
extended loan fee  is  now $18.75.  The fee  for 
microfiche is now $4.75. Short term loans are 
returned after about ninety days while extended 
film and microfiche loans stay at the receiving 
Family  History  Center  indefinitely.  The 
announcement  was  posted  online  at 
https://www.familysearch.org/films.
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WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET

Wednesday, 22 February 2012, 6:30 P.M.
CRANBERRY GENEALOGY CLUB

The  next  Cranberry  Genealogy  Club  meeting 
will  be  February  22nd.  The  program  will  be 
about the 1940 census. The meeting will be held 
in  the  Activity  Room  4  of  the  Cranberry 
Township Municipal Building, 2525 Rochester 
Road. Meetings are free and open to the public. 
For  more  information,  please  visit 
http://www.cranberrygenealogy.org. 

Saturday, 25 February 2012, 8:00 A.M.
DUPAGE COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

The  DuPage  County  (Illinois)  Genealogical 
Society  will  hold  its  annual  conference  on 
Saturday, 25 February 2012. The theme will be 
Tracking Your Ancestors' Footsteps. The event 
will be held at the Hilton Garden Inn, 4070 East 
Main  Street,  St.  Charles,  Illinois.  The 
conference will have four tracks of lectures. The 
speakers  will  include  Tony  Burroughs,  Paul 
Milner, Lou Szucs, and Juliana Smith. Planned 
topics include British, Internet, and Midwestern 
research.  An  exhibit  hall  for  genealogical 
vendors is planned. For more information and a 
registration  form,  please  visit 
http://www.dcgs.org. 

Monday, 27 February 2012, 1:00 P.M.
WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The  Westmoreland  County  Historical  Society 
(WCHS)  will  present  “Overcoming  the 
Stumbling Blocks to Genealogical Research” on 
February  27th.  The  cost  is  $10.00  for  WCHS 
members  and  $15.00  for  non-members.  The 
event  will  be  held  at  the  WCHS  office,  362 
Sand Hill Road Suite 1, Greensburg, PA 15601. 
For  more  information,  please  visit 
http://www.starofthewest.org.

Saturday, 10 March 2012, 10:00 A.M.
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

The next WPGS meeting will be held on March 
10th. Gary Link will present “The Throughway 
and  Other  Tales  of  Pittsburgh.”  The  meeting 
will  be  held  in  the  Carnegie  Library  Lecture 
Hall, 4400 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA. The 
meeting is free and open to the public.  Parking 
at the Carnegie Library and Museum complex is 
$5.00.  Go  to  http://www.wpgs.org for  more 
details.

Saturday, 10 March 2012, 11:00 A.M.
KUSHKUSHKEE TRAIL CHAPTER 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION

On March 10th, the Kushkushkee Trail Chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
will hold a genealogy workshop and luncheon at 
the Wildwood Country Club, 2195 Sample Rd
Allison Park, PA. The chapter will have hands-
on  help  for  women  over  the  age  of  eighteen 
interested in joining the organization. Attendees 
are  encouraged  to  bring  some  family  infor-
mation and/or a possible connection to a Patriot. 
PSSDAR State Vice Regent, Bobbi McMullen, 
and  the  PSSDAR  State  Registrar,  Johan 
Cossman will be on hand to answer questions. 
The luncheon cost is $13.00. Pre-registration is 
preferred. To register or for more information, 
please contact T.J. Galbraith at 412-367-3396 or 
tjwgal@comcast.net. 

9-11 March 2012
FAMILY TREE UNIVERSITY 
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

The Family Tree University will hold a virtual 
conference  on 9 through 11 March 2012. The 
conference will have three tracks, one each on 
technology,  research  strategies,  and  ethnic 
research.  Instructors  include  Lisa  Alzo,  Lisa 
Louise    Cooke,    Thomas    MacEntee,    Diana
(continued on page 56)
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WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET
(continued from page 55)

Crisman Smith, Nancy Hendrickson, and more. 
The conference  videos  can  be  saved to  watch 
later. Live chats and message board discussion 
will  also be held.  You must  have access  to  a 
computer and high speed Internet connection to 
attend.  For  more  information,  please  visit 
http://www.familytreeuniversity  .  com/  virtual-  
conference.

Tuesday, 13 March 2012, 6:30 P.M.
BUTLER COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

The next BCGS meeting will be held on March 
13th.  Bruce  Klein  will  present  “Photo 
Detective.”  The  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Lower Level Meeting Room in the Butler Area 
Public  Library,  218  North  McKean  Street, 
Butler.  Go  to  http://www.bcgs.us for  more 
details.

Monday, 19 March 2012, 1:00 P.M.
MOUNT LEBANON GENEALOGY 
SOCIETY 

The Mount Lebanon Genealogy Society's  next 
meeting will be March 19th. The program will be 
a  workshop  for  those  preparing  their  family 
histories.  It  will  also  feature  information  for 
those who want to start their family histories. It 
will be held at the Mount Lebanon Library, 16 
Castle Shannon Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA. For 
more  information, please  visit 
http://mtlebanongenealogysociety.org  .  

23-24 March 2012
FAIRFAX GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY CONFERENCE

The Fairfax Genealogical Society will hold their 
annual  conference  on 23 and 24 March 2012. 
The theme for this event is Find Your National  
Treasure  in  the  Nation's  Capital.  The 

conference will be held at the Fairfax Marriott at 
Fair  Oaks,  11787  Lee  Jackson  Memorial 
Highway, Fairfax, Virginia. There will be three 
tracks  of  lectures  Friday  and  six  tracks  on 
Saturday. The speakers will include Pam Sayre, 
CG, Rick Sayre, CG, Thomas W. Jones, Ph.D, CG, 
CGL, FASG, FUGA, FNGS, Dear MYRTLE, and more. 
An  exhibit  hall  for  genealogical  vendors  is 
planned.  The  conference  hotel  has  a  block of 
rooms at a discounted rate for attendees. For a 
fee, conference attendees can schedule a twenty 
minute, one-on-one consultation with an expert 
to  work  on  brick  wall  problems.  For  more 
information  or  to  register,  please  visit 
http://www.fxgs.org. 

Saturday, 31 March 2012, 8:30 A.M.
MID-ATLANTIC GERMANIC 
SOCIETY

The  Mid-Atlantic  Germanic  Society  will  hold 
their  annual  spring  meeting  on  Saturday,  31 
March  2012.  The  event  will  be  held  at  the 
Holiday Inn Laurel West, 15101 Sweitzer Lane, 
Laurel,  Maryland.  The  all-day  seminar  will 
feature  Warren  Bittner,  CG,  and staff  from the 
National Archives and Records Administration. 
The  lectures  will  include  “German  Historical 
Maps and Territories – You Can't Do Research 
without Them,” “Beat the Children with a Fresh 
Birch Stick  – Reading to  Put  Your Family  in 
Historical  Context,”  “Tips  for  Using the  1940 
Census,”  and  “On  Site  Research  in  German 
Archives.”  An  exhibit  hall  for  genealogical 
vendors is planned. The early bird registration 
deadline  is  17  March  2012.  For  more 
information and a registration form, please visit 
http://www.magsgen.com. 

Saturday, 31 March 2012, 9:30 A.M.
AKRON-SUMMIT COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Akron-Summit County Public Library will 
host “Photography for the Family Historian” on 
(continued on page 57) 
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WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET
(continued from page 56)

March 31st. Diane VanSkiver Gagel will present 
lectures  on  three  topics:  “The  Family  Photo-
grapher:  To Be Digital  or Not to  Be Digital,” 
“Windows on the Past: Dating, Identifying, and 
Caring  for  Historical  Photographs,”  and 
“Ancestors  in  the  Attic:  Finding  and  Sharing 
Family Photographs.” The program is free and 
open to the public. Pre-registration is required. 
The event will be held at the library, 60 S. High 
Street, Akron, OH. For more information, please 
visit  http://sc.akronlibrary.org.  To  register, 
contact the Special Collections Division at 330-
643-9030 or speccollections@akronlibrary.org.

12-14 April 2012
OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
CONFERENCE

The  Ohio  Genealogical  Society  will  hold  its 
annual  conference  12-14  April  at  the 
Intercontinental  Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio. The 
theme is History and Genealogy: Finding Clues  
to  Ancestral  Lives.  The  early  bird  registration 
deadline is 12 March. More information and a 
registration  booklet  are  available  at 
http://www.ogs.org. 

28 April 2012, 9:00 A.M.
INDIANA GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY CONFERENCE

The Indiana Genealogical Society will hold its 
annual conference and meeting April 28th at the 
Allen  County  Public  Library  in  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana. The featured speaker will be Debra S. 
Mieszala,  CG.  More  information  and  a 
registration  form  are  available  at 
http://www.indgensoc.org.

9-12 May 2012
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY CONFERENCE

The  National  Genealogical  Society's  2012 
conference will be held in Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
theme  is  The  Ohio  River:  Gateway  to  the  
Western Frontier. The event will be held at the 
Duke Energy Convention Center in downtown 
Cincinnati. The conference will include Ask an 
Expert consultations, a Kids' Kamp, and a free 
exhibit  hall.  Some  special  evening  events  are 
also  planned.  Registration  is  now open.  More 
information and a registration form are available 
at http://www.ngsgenealogy.org. 

Saturday, 19 May 2012, 8:30 A.M.
EAST CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

The  East  Cuyahoga  County  Genealogical 
Society  will  hold  an  all-day  seminar  on  May 
19th.  The  featured  speaker  will  be  Megan 
Smolenyak  Smolenyak.  Her  lectures  will 
include  “Trace  Your  Roots  with  DNA,” 
“Reverse  Genealogy:  Techniques  for  Finding 
Lost Loved Ones,” “Find That Obituary! Online 
Newspaper  Research,”  and “Cases  That  Made 
My Brain Hurt.” The event will be held at the 
Harry  Eastridge  Professional  Development 
Center,  5700  West  Canal  Road,  Building  B, 
Valley View, Ohio, 44125. The pre-registration 
deadline is April 30th. For more information and 
a registration form, please visit http://www  .  
rootsweb  .ancestry.com/~oheccgs  . 

1-3 June 2012
ONTARIO GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY CONFERENCE

The Ontario Genealogical Society will hold its 
annual conference 1-3 June at the St. Lawrence 
College,  100  Portsmouth  Avenue,  Kingston, 
Ontario.  The  theme  is  Borders  and  Bridges:  
1812-2012. The early bird registration deadline 
is  31  March.  There  will  also  be  one-on-one 
consultations  with  members  of  the  Ontario 
Chapter  of  the  Association  of  Professional 
Genealogists.  More  information  and  a 
registration  booklet  are  available  at 
http://www.ogs.on.ca. 
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THREE NHG POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

The  NHG Board  has  announced  the  need  for 
members to serve in the following capacity:
NHG  Program  Chair,  NHG  Social  Media 
Chair,  and  a  Chair  for  a  Census  Index 
Project.

The  qualifications  for  serving  as  the  NHG 
Program Chair include attendance at monthly 
board  meetings,  ability  to  e-mail,  meet 
deadlines,  plan in advance,  and coordinate  the 
set-up  for  each  meeting  to  comply  with  the 
needs of the presenter. In addition, the Program 
Chair  should  be  reasonably  organized, 
communicate well as a representative of NHG, 
and fulfill the responsibilities of the position as 
outlined in the NHG by-laws. 

Current program chair Mary Dzurichko will be 
glad to help with a smooth transition and pass 
on all contacts and other information from her 
records.

The  NHG Social  Media  Chair must  use  the 
initial social media action plan recommended by 
the  NHG  board  to  establish  social  media 
accounts such as Facebook and use social media 
tools while maintaining each account in a timely 
manner. The purpose of creating a Social Media 
Chair for NHG is to disperse and publicize the 
message and brand of NHG. 

The  member  who  volunteers  to  serve  as  the 
NHG  Social  Media  Chair  should  be 
knowledgeable  about  using  social  media  and 
willing to  stay current  with updated modes  of 
communication as they emerge. This is a newly 
created position and will probably require some 
flexibility as the position evolves.

The third position to be filled is to serve as the 
NHG Census Index Project Chair. This is also 
a  newly  created  NHG  position.  FamilySearch 
has issued a call for genealogical organizations 
to  assist  with  the  indexing  of  the  1940  U.S. 

Federal Census. The actual indexing of the 1940 
Census will not begin until after the April, 2012 
release of the census data. 

The  member  who  volunteers  to  serve  as  the 
NHG Census Index Project Chair will initially 
need to recruit NHG members onto a committee 
and  coordinate  the  NHG  volunteers  with 
FamilySearch.  The  local  committee  will  learn 
the methods of indexing and work on the project 
individually  or  in  small  groups.  The  Census 
Index  Project  Chair  will  also  organize  the 
locally completed work and communicate with 
FamilySearch.

Any  NHG  member  interested  in  serving  our 
organization in one of these roles can talk with 
any member of the NHG Board, or email your 
interest to  Info@NorthHillsGenealogists.org by 
including which position you  are interested  in 
along with your name and contact information. 
What a great way to get more involved in NHG 
in 2012!

*********

SEASON 3 OF NBC’S WHO DO YOU 
THINK YOU ARE?

The third season of NBC’s Who Do You Think  
You Are? series recently premiered, returning to 
the familiar 8:00 P.M. time slot on Friday nights. 
This  series  follows  celebrities  through  the 
journey of  discovering  their  ancestral  roots  in 
the United States and around the world.

The  first  two  televised  episodes  this  season 
featured Martin Sheen and Marisa Tomei. After 
taking off for other programming last week, the 
third episode will air this Friday, February 24th 

and feature actor Blair Underwood, who learns 
about his family “when his search sends him to 
the American  South and then to  Cameroon to 
reconnect  with  his  ancestors,”  according  to 
NBC.

(continued on page 59)
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WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE
(continued from page 58)

Upcoming episodes for season 3 will highlight 
the  genealogical  research  and  discoveries  of 
Helen  Hunt,  Reba  McEntire,  Jason  Sudeikis, 
Paula  Deen,  Rob  Lowe,  Radisha  Jones,  Edie 
Falco,  Rita  Wilson,  and  former  Pittsburgh 
Steeler Jerome “The Bus” Bettis.

According to the press release about the series: 
Ancestry.com continues in its role as NBC and 
Shed  Media's  official  partner  on  the  series, 
helping to provide the exhaustive research used 
to  build  each story.  “Who Do You Think  You 
Are? is such a beautiful showcase for the type of 
discoveries  people  can  make  through  family 
history  research,”  said  Josh  Hanna,  Executive 
Vice President for Ancestry.com.

One  positive  impact  of  the  show  is  inspiring 
genealogists  to  renew  their  enthusiasm  for 
researching  their  own  family  history.  Check 
your  local  listings  for  each  week’s  featured 
celebrity. The web site for  Who Do You Think  
You  Are? (http://www.nbc  .  com/  who-do-you-  
think-you-are)  has  additional  scenes  for 
episodes that have already aired, full episodes to 
view online, and links of interest to viewers. 

*********

FAMILY TREE SPONSORS 
SECOND VIRTUAL GENEALOGY 
CONFERENCE IN MARCH

By Sue Ennis, NHG Newsletter Co-Editor

Interested in attending a genealogy conference 
but unable to get there or it's too expensive for 
your  budget?  I  recommend  the  Spring  2012 
Virtual  Conference  presented  by  Family  Tree 
University,  the educational  division of  Family  
Tree Magazine. Their second virtual conference 
will be held March 9-11, 2012.

The 2012 Spring Virtual Genealogy Conference 
will  feature  fifteen  video  workshops  in  three 

categories:  genealogical  technology,  research 
strategies, and ethnic research. Your registration 
gives  you  an  all-access  pass  into  all  fifteen 
classes. You also will be able to download each 
class video to watch again, share, or view at a 
more convenient time. If your schedule changes 
after  you  register,  you  can  make  your  own 
schedule – all classes are pre-recorded, so you 
don’t  have the dilemma of  only choosing one 
track.  You  can  attend  all  of  the  sessions  in 
which you are interested!

The  first  Family  Tree  University  Virtual 
Conference was held in August and I attended. I 
dedicated  the  time  that  weekend  for  each 
seminar and took a notepad full of notes, hints, 
and  ideas.  The  speakers  were  enthusiastic, 
highly  informative,  and  explained  things  in  a 
manner so that any level of genealogist would 
comprehend. I learned many new concepts and I 
was  surprised  at  how  much  I  enjoyed  the 
message  board  discussions  and  the  live  chats 
where I had instant access to the speakers. 

I  have  attended  many  national  genealogical 
conferences since 1992, and I found the Family 
Tree  University’s  Virtual  Conference  to  be 
every  bit  as  good!  The  advertised  freebies 
included e-books,  discount  coupons,  and daily 
prizes  ranging  from  free  magazine  sub-
scriptions,  future online classes,  forms,  charts, 
and gift cards for use with a variety of vendors. 

As you participate, you listen to the audio while 
slides  of  information  appear  on  your  screen. 
You  can  take  notes  as  I  did,  or  you  can 
download and print out the handouts. The only 
suggestion I have is to pace yourself; I attended 
all of the workshops in one weekend. I have to 
say my brain was full when I was just about half 
way through the sessions. You can refer back to 
any of the programs for an unlimited time after 
the conference concludes.

The cost is under $200 for the entire weekend 
conference.  More  information  is  available  at 
http://www  .  familytreeuniversity  .com/  virtual-  
conference.
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P.O. Box 169
Wexford, PA 15090

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Dated Material

Tuesday, 20 March 2012
USING MAPS ON THE HISTORIC 
PITTSBURGH WEBSITE

Speaker: Debbie Billeter, NHG Member

Debbie  Billeter  will  discuss  the  maps  on  Historic 
Pittsburgh, the University of Pittsburgh's digital archives. 
She will describe how to access them and how they can 
be used to enhance your family history research.

Tuesday, 17 April 2012
BRINGING YOUR ANCESTORS TO LIFE

Speaker: Dr. Debbie Abbott

Your ancestors are more than names and dates. Learn how 
to breathe life into your ancestor’s life by discovering the 
hidden stories that fill the dash between birth and death. 
Case studies will be used to help you learn the many ways 
to build a family history that has meaning and depth.
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THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM – Tuesday, 21 February 2012
RELIGIOUS RECORDS

Moderator: Mary Dzurichko, NHG Program Chair

A half-hour video on searching for religious records will be presented. NHG Program Chair Mary Dzurichko will follow 
up with information on local repositories with records of various faiths, as well as online links to available records and  
archives.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS FROM NHG Mark Your Calendars!
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