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LIBRARIES BEGIN PA DIGITAL 
NEWSPAPER PROJECT, PHASE 
III

Press Release    22 October 2012

UNIVERSITY PARK, PA - Penn State University 
Libraries'  Digitization  and  Preservation 
Department  have  received,  from  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Humanities  (NEH),  a 
$321,526  grant  to  begin  the  Pennsylvania 
Digital Newspaper Project, Phase III (PaDNP3) 
2012-14.  As  part  of  the  National  Digital 
Newspaper Program (NDNP) over the next two 
years,  PaDNP3  will  digitize  from  microfilm 
approximately  100,000  pages  from  historic 
newspaper  titles  published  between  1836  and 
1922  and  upload  the  items  to  Chronicling 
America,  a  free  online  repository  of  digitized 
newspapers from across the country maintained 
by the Library of Congress.

With this grant, the Library of Congress made it 
possible  for  PaDNP3  to  consider  non-English 
titles  that  reflect  the  commonwealth’s  ethnic 
heritage  for  inclusion  in  Chronicling  America, 
which is now accepting German, Italian, French 
and  Spanish,  in  addition  to  English  language 
content.

A grant of $393,489 funded Phase II, 2010–12, 
which  digitized  from microfilm  157,694  pages 
from  46  historic  newspaper  titles  published 
between  1836  and  1922,  representing  21  of 
Pennsylvania’s  67  counties.  With  a  grant  of 
$393,650,  the  earlier  Phase  I  of  the  project 
digitized  103,326  pages  from  four  titles 
published  between  1880  and  1922  in  four 
counties. 

All the titles currently uploaded to Chronicling 
America  can  be  found  at 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/
?state=Pennsylvania&ethnicity=&language  =  .

Since 1985, the Penn State University Libraries 
have participated in numerous external grant-
supported  and  consortia-wide  preservation 
activities  for  microfilming,  preservation 
planning,  digitization,  and  cataloging  and 
access. With this most recent grant from NEH 
for  PaDNP3,  the  University  Libraries  have 
received more than $2.2 million over the past 21 
years.

For more details on the project, contact Karen 
Morrow,  project  manager,  at  kkm111@psu.edu 
or  814-865-9475.  Visit  the  Pennsylvania 
Newspaper  Project  website 
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/digipres/panp.
html for  more information  about  preservation 
microfilming and digitization. 

Editors'  Note:  Newspapers  are  incredibly  
valuable  genealogical  sources.  Don't  limit  
yourself to only using obituaries and death and  
marriage notices. Items in the society column can  
provide valuable clues to collateral relatives. This  
column often mentions when someone is visiting  
the  area  or  when  a  local  resident  is  going  
elsewhere.  Don't  forget  to  record  the  names  
mentioned in these tidbits!
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Newsletter ideas and feedback:
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WHO WE ARE–NHG
We  are  a  group  of  genealogy  enthusiasts  who  
meet on a regular basis to assist one another in  
establishing our family histories. We meet on the  
third Tuesday of every month, except December,  
at  the  Northland  Public  Library,  300 
Cumberland Road, McCandless Township in the  
North Hills of Pittsburgh, PA. Tip Time begins at  
6:45 P.M., and our general meeting commences at  
7:00  P.M.  Meetings  are  free  and  open  to  the  
public.

We publish a newsletter ten times a year for a  
nominal membership fee of $15.00 annually. The  
subscription year runs from August to June, but  
anyone  wishing  to  join  the  North  Hills  
Genealogists mid-year will receive back issues of  
the newsletter for that membership year.

The  North  Hills  Genealogists  Board  meets  at  
7:00  P.M. on the first Tuesday of each month in  
the  Conference  Room  of  the  Northland  Public  
Library.  The  Board  meeting  is  open  to  all  
members  of  the  North  Hills  Genealogists  
organization. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Polish National Day was November 11th, which 
recognizes the reformation of Poland at the end 
of  World  War  I.  Since  the  Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth  ended in  1795,  its  lands  were 
annexed  by  Prussia  and  then  the  German 
Empire, Russia, and Austria-Hungary. For more 
information on the complex history of Poland, 
you  may want  to  go to  Wikipedia  for  a  high-
level  summary,  and  then  dive  into  “A  Brief 
History  of  Poland”  on  PoloniaToday.com.  In 
addition,  the  Carnegie  Library  (Oakland 
Branch) has a copy of  A History of Poland by 
Anita Prazmowska, along with sixteen books on 
Polish genealogy. Northland Library’s holdings 
include  Going  Home:  A  Guide  to  Polish-
American  Family  History  Research by 
Jonathan Shea (and donated by NHG). 

Another  great  resource  for  Polish  genealogy 
research  is  the  Polish  Genealogical  Society  of 
America  (PGSA),  which  can  be  accessed  at 
http://www.PGSA.org.  The society  is  based in 
Chicago but has over 2,000 members across the 
United  States.  Part  of  the  PGSA  mission 
statement is  to disseminate information about 
Polish-American  family  history  available  to 
researchers.  The  web  site  even  includes  a 
section  on  “The  Poles  of  Pittsburgh  and 
Western PA,” which discusses the draw to this 
area for early Polish immigrants. There is also a 
Members Only section with access to research 
databases.  One  database  contained  the 
transcribed  records  of  Polish  churches  in  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota.  The  cost  of  one  year’s 
membership more than paid for itself for access 
to that treasure trove! 

NHG’s fifth annual fall conference has come to 
pass,  and  we  received  very  positive  feedback 
from  participants.  Josh  Taylor  explained 
USGenWeb and its  project  structure  with tips 
for searching. The dead end links on neglected 
pages of  USGenWeb have left me kind of cold, 
but now I think I will  make better use of this 
resource based on what I learned in this session. 
You can volunteer  to be the coordinator  for a 
state or county website. Learn more about that 
volunteering opportunity by going to the link at 
http://www.usgenweb.org/volunteers/index.sh
tml. 
(continued on page 33)
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER
(continued from page 32)

As  the  conference  continued,  Josh  reviewed 
maps  and  online  resources,  explaining  their 
origin, suggesting where to look for what type of 
map, and describing how to be more effective 
with these resources. After the morning session, 
we  enjoyed  a  great  lunch  and  absolutely 
fabulous  desserts—thank  you  to  Kathy  White 
and  the  NHG  members  who  shared  their 
delicious  creations.  The  third  session  of  the 
conference covered all  of the records available 
to  leverage  the  meager  information  on  US 
census  records  prior  to  1840.  I’ve  been 
postponing further analysis of the early census 
records,  but now I  think I  have the necessary 
tools to continue. In the last session, we worked 
through a case study to reinforce the concepts 
we’d  learned  throughout  the  day.  Then  there 
was still time for Josh to regale us with a behind 
the scenes look at Who Do You Think You Are? 
Special  thanks  to  fall  conference  committee 
chair Dave Williams for all of his efforts, as well 
as  the  conference  committee  members  who 
made  this  conference  a  reality.  Meanwhile, 
NHG is already hard at work preparing for next 
year’s conference on Saturday, 26 October 2013 
featuring Warren Bittner. 

As this is the last newsletter of the 2012, please 
allow  me to  wish you and your  family  a  very 
happy  holiday  season.  Please  remember  the 
“homework” suggested in the last newsletter by 
Sue Ennis  and take advantage of  those family 
gatherings  for  more  genealogy  research  and 
interviewing! 

~ Krisanne

*********

NHG NECROLOGY

It is with sadness that we announce the recent 
passing  of  NHG  member  Donna  Booth  on 
Sunday,  14  October  2012.  During  her  many 
years  as  a  loyal  participant  in  NHG,  Donna 
served  as  the  newsletter  editor  and  as  the 
president of our organization. She was the well-
known, greatly appreciated family historian for 
her  many  cousins  and  their  families.  NHG 
would like to express its sincere condolences to 
Donna’s family and friends.

*********

CHICAGO GENEALOGIST NOW 
ONLINE

Press release 3 November 2012

The  Chicago  Genealogical  Society  and  the 
Newberry are pleased to announce a new digital 
collection,  the  Chicago  Genealogist.  The 
Chicago  Genealogist is  a  quarterly  journal 
published  continuously  since  1969  by  the 
Chicago Genealogical Society. 

The easily searchable online collection is free to 
the public  and contains volumes 1–39 (1969–
2007). Although a useful listing of the contents 
of  the  quarterly  is  available  on  the  society’s 
website and it has been indexed in PERSI, this 
collection  allows  the  researcher  to  search  by 
keyword – a surname, church or school name, 
Chicago  neighborhood,  etc.,  in  a  way  not 
possible  previously.  The  collection  is  another 
valuable  resource for the  Chicago researcher’s 
toolbox.

This cooperative effort is accessible through the 
CARLI (Consortium of Academic and Research 
Libraries  in  Illinois)  Digital  Collections site, 
where it is one of several collections of interest 
to genealogists.

All  of  the  images  in  the  Chicago  Genealogist 
have  been  made  available  courtesy  of  the 
society  and  all  rights  are  reserved  by  the 
Chicago  Genealogical  Society.  Information 
about  requesting  reproductions  is  on  the 
collection website. 

Newer issues are available through membership 
in the Chicago Genealogical Society. A complete 
print collection is available at the Newberry.

*********

NHG HOLIDAY SOCIAL SOON!

Don't forget that NHG's annual Holiday Social 
is Saturday, December 1st. Join us for a tour of 
the  North  Hills  Museum  and  lunch  at  Monte 
Cello's  in  Wexford.  Please  sign  up  by 
Wednesday,  November  28th.  A  sign-up  sheet 
will be passed around at the November monthly 
meeting. 

*********
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FREE CLASSES AT CRANBERRY 
FHC

The  Cranberry  Family  History  Center  (FHC) 
will be offering free classes starting in January. 
Each class includes a lecture and some hands-
on exercises. All classes will be held at the FHC, 
which  is  at  the  intersection  of  Rochester  and 
Powell Roads in Cranberry. If you are interested 
in  attending  any  of  the  classes,  please  email 
cranberryfhc@gmail.com to  register.  Space  is 
limited.

The schedule of classes is:
Thursday  Morning  Classes:  10:00  to 
11:00 A.M. – FamilySearch’s NEW Family 
Tree

• Jan. 17 “Family Tree – Add, Correct Info 
and Relationships”

• Jan. 24 “Family Tree – Adding Sources 
and using Drop Box”

• Jan. 31 “Family Tree – Merging 
Duplicate Records”

• Feb. 7 “FamilySearch Ordering Film 
Online and Searching the Catalog”

• Feb. 14 “FamilySearch Wiki and 
Learning Center” 

Thursday Evening Classes:  7:30 to 8:30 
P.M. – FamilySearch’s NEW Family Tree

• Jan. 10 “Family Tree – Add, Correct Info 
and Relationships”

• Jan. 24 “Family Tree – Adding Sources 
and using Drop Box”

• Feb. 7 “Family Tree – Merging Duplicate 
Records”

• Feb. 21 “FamilySearch Ordering Film 
Online and Searching the Catalog”

• March 7 “FamilySearch Wiki and 
Learning Center”

Wednesday Classes: 10:00 to 11:30 A.M. 
“Getting Started in your Research 
Series”

• Jan. 16 “Basics of Gathering and 
Organizing Family Records”

• Jan. 23 “Finding and Accessing Public 
Vital Records and Census Records”

• Jan. 30 “Primary and Secondary Record 
types plus Internet Searching”

• Feb. 6 “Genealogy Software and Roots 
Magic”

Wednesday Classes: 10:00 to 11:30 A.M.
“How to start using FHC Subscription 
Websites”

• Feb. 27 “Find My Past, 19th Century 
British Library Newspaper Archive”

• March 6 “World Vital Records, Ancestry, 
The Genealogist”

• March 13 “HeritageQuest, Fold3, 
Historic Maps Works Library”

On Saturday, 23 February, Elissa Scalise Powell, 
CG,  CGL,  will  offer  a  one-time  lecture  entitled 
“Getting  More  Out  of  the  Census.”  This  class 
will be held from 10:00 to 11:30 A.M. 

*********
NEW BOOKS DONATED TO 
NORTHLAND LIBRARY BY NHG

The North Hills Genealogists recently donated 
fourteen  new  books  to  Northland  Library  for 
their genealogy collection. This gift has become 
an annual occurrence to benefit  all  patrons of 
Northland.  In  collaboration  with  Northland’s 
genealogical librarian, Amy Steele, the following 
books  were  selected  to  meet  the  needs  of 
Northland’s  patrons.  This  year's  donation 
includes:

Passenger  Arrivals  at  the  Port  of  
New York 1830–1832 transcribed by Elizabeth 
P. Bentley

Revolutionary  War  Bounty  Land  Grants  
Awarded  by  State  Governments by  Lloyd 
DeWitt Bockstruck

A Guide to Irish Churches and Graveyards by 
Brian Mitchell

Daily  Life  in  Immigrant  America  1820–1870 
by James M. Bergquist

Daily  Life  in  Immigrant  America  1870–1920 
by James M. Bergquist

Nick Barratt's Guide to Your Ancestors'  Lives 
by Nick Barrat

Genealogist's  Handbook  for  New  England  
Research,  5th  edition,  edited  by  Michael  J. 
Leclerc

(continued on page 35) 
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NORTHLAND DONATION
(continued from page 34) 

Fashionable  Folks  Hairstyles  1840–1900 by 
Maureen A. Taylor

Early  Pennsylvania  Land  Records  edited  by 
William Henry Egle

Tracing Your Irish  Ancestors,  4th edition,  by 
John Grenham

Kinship It's All Relative, 2nd edition, by Jackie 
Smith Arnold

Ukrainian Genealogy by John D. Pihach

Preserving  Your  Family  Photographs by 
Maureen A. Taylor

Military Bounty Land by Christine Rose
*********

QUICK ACCESS TO HISTORY 
NEWS HEADLINES

The  website  HNN—History  News  Network, 
published  and  maintained  by  George  Mason 
University,  is  a  great  vehicle  for  quickly 
accessing  historical  perspective.  Adding  the 
context  of  history  to  one’s  genealogy  can 
enhance the stories or even provide reasons for 
decisions of ancestors. From the home page at 
http://hnn.us,  first  click  on  the  Archives  link, 
and then use the search bar to enter keywords, 
dates,  or  historical  events.  Once  you  filter 
through  the  results,  you  can  read  about  the 
times in which your ancestors lived or extract 
facts  to  connect  your  family  to  its  place  in 
history.

*********
WEB SITE TRANSCRIBING 
DIGITIZED DOCUMENTS

The University of Iowa Libraries' DIY History is 
asking the public for help to make its historic 
artifacts  more  accessible.  The  collections  they 
are  requesting  help  with  include  recipes  and 
Iowans who served in the Civil War. The URL is 
http://diyhistory.lib.uiowa.edu. While you may 
not have ancestors who lived in Iowa, you may 
find  the  recipe  collection  helps  put  your 
ancestors into historical context.

*********

INDIANA  MARRIAGE  INDEXING 
PROJECT (1811–1959)

Announced on the Indiana Genealogical 
Society Website November 2012

The Indiana Marriage Indexing Project is a joint 
project of the Indiana Genealogical Society and 
FamilySearch (representing the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints). The aim is to create 
a  statewide  marriage  index  that  begins  with 
each Indiana county's earliest surviving records 
and goes up to 1959. When finished, the index 
will be put online as a free searchable database. 
There has been some recent progress.

FamilySearch  now  has  some  of  the  Indiana 
Marriages 1811-1959 online – it contains entries 
(and  now  DIGITAL  IMAGES  of  the  marriage 
records,  too!)  for  forty-nine  counties:  Adams 
County,  Allen  County,  Bartholomew  County, 
Benton  County,  Blackford  County,  Boone 
County,  Brown  County,  Carroll  County,  Clark 
County, Clay County, Daviess County, Dearborn 
County,  Decatur  County,  DeKalb  County, 
Delaware  County,  Dubois  County,  Elkhart 
County,  Fayette  County,  Floyd  County, 
Fountain  County,  Franklin  County,  Fulton 
County,  Gibson  County,  Hamilton  County, 
Harrison  County,  Hendricks  County,  Henry 
County,  Huntington  County,  Jackson  County, 
Jay County, Jefferson County, Jennings County, 
Kosciusko  County,  LaGrange  County,  Lake 
County,  Lawrence  County,  Marshall  County, 
Martin County, Morgan County, Noble County, 
Ohio  County,  Orange  County,  Owen  County, 
Parke County, Randolph County, Rush County, 
Steuben County, St. Joseph County and Sullivan 
County.

In  addition,  you  can  browse  the  images (no 
index available  yet)  for  twelve  other  counties: 
Perry  County,  Pike  County,  Porter  County, 
Pulaski County, Putnam County, Scott County, 
Shelby County, Spencer County, Starke County, 
Switzerland  County,  Tipton  County  and 
Vermillion County. 

For  these  records  and  many  other  useful 
resources,  visit  the  Indiana  Genealogical 
Society’s website: http://www.indgensoc.org. 

*********
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ONLINE TOOLS FOR 
GENEALOGISTS

At October's meeting, NHG Social Media Chair 
Carole Ashbridge talked about various web sites 
that  can  be  helpful  to  genealogists.  She  has 
graciously  allowed NHG to  publish the  list  of 
links from her handout:

Web Sites
Cyndi’s List <http://www.cyndislist.com> 
North Hills Genealogists 
<http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org>

Blogs
Comparison on Wikipedia 
<http://tinyurl.com/6ro5tk> 
Google Reader (RSS) Feeds 
<google.com/reader> 
Geneablogger Blog Roll 
<http://www.geneabloggers.com/genealogy-
blogs/>

Wikis
Family Search 
<https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/
Main_Page> 
Wikispaces <http://wikispaces.com> 
Whitney Family Wiki 
<http://wiki.whitneygen.org/wrg/index.php/>

Back-up Options
Carbonite <http://www.carbonite.com/> 
Mozy <http://mozy.com/home/> 

Cloud Storage 
New York Times comparison 
<http://tinyurl.com/cke4zxz> 
DropBox <http://dropbox.com> 
DropBox Tutorial 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NVKSfBG1jPo> 
Sugar Sync <http://sugarsync.com> 
Google Drive <www.drive.google.com> 
Microsoft Sky Drive <www.skydrive.com>
Apple iCloud <http://tinyurl.com/9v8x2hm> 
Amazon Cloud <http://tinyurl.com/brc7neb> 

URL Management
Delicious <http://www.delicious.com/> 
Diigo <http://www.diigo.com/> 
Symbaloo <http://www.symbaloo.com> 
Symbaloo Tutorial 

<http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=us5tehnpd4Y> 
Livebinders <http://www.livebinders.com/> 
Livebinders Tutorial 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=OdG56uSubx0&feature=relmfu>

Note-taking 
Comparison of options 
<http://tinyurl.com/6vjqrw9> 
Another Comparison 
<http://tinyurl.com/44feadn> 
Microsoft One Note 
<http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/onenote/>
Simplenote <http://simplenoteapp.com/> 
Evernote <http://evernote.com/> 

Photo Storage and Sharing 
Comparison of sites 
<http://tinyurl.com/84rroqq> 
Another Comparison 
<http://tinyurl.com/97apukk> 
23 Photo <http://www.23hq.com/> 
Flickr <http://www.flickr.com/> 
Picasa <http://picasa.google.com/> 
Photobucket <http://photobucket.com/>
Shutterfly <http://www.shutterfly.com/>

Social Media
Facebook <http://www.facebook.com> 
In-Depth Genealogist 
<http://www.theindepthgenealogist.com/?
p=3438> 
North Hills Genealogists 
<http://www.facebook.com/northhillsgenalogis
ts> 
Twitter <http://www.twitter.com> 
North Hills Genealogists 
<https://twitter.com/NHGenealogists> 
Pinterest <http://www.pinterest.com> 

Editors'  Note:  Another  useful  web  site  is  
Linkpendium (http://www.linkpendium.com). 
It's  a  directory  web  site,  providing  links  to  
genealogical resources organized by state and  
surname.  There  are  over  ten million links to  
other web site. It also has ten thousand links  
for  research  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  
Ireland available as a project in beta status.

*********
Remember  there  is  no  December 
newsletter. Happy Holidays!
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DIGITAL IMAGING ESSENTIALS

Press Release (Partial)            2 November 2012

Genealogists  use  digital  imaging  technology 
every day. But what they do not know about it 
can  harm  their  digital  treasures.  They  have 
needed  a  comprehensive,  easy-to-read  guide, 
full  of  illustrated  step-by-step  instructions  to 
learn how to digitize, organize, preserve, share, 
and backup their digital collections. 

Your  wait  is  over.  You  now  have  Digital 
Imaging  Essentials:  Techniques  and Tips  for  
Genealogists  and  Family  Historians at  your 
fingertips.

From the very first page you will notice that this 
book is much more than a boring instructional 
manual – it is full of real-life examples that not 
only teach you the right buttons to push, but it 
thoroughly explains how to get the most of your 
digital  imaging  experience.  AND  this  book  is 
written specifically for genealogists! 

YOU WILL LEARN:
• The do-it-right-the-first-time techniques 

of  scanning  old  documents,  and 
snapping  pictures with  your  digital 
camera. 

• How to  finally  get  organized so  that 
you can locate any digital image in under 
a minute. 

• Which  file  formats and  file  saving 
techniques to use to properly preserve 
your digital images. 

• How to use Adobe's Photoshop Elements 
and  Google's  Picasa  with  illustrated, 
step-by-step  instructions and  learn 
about other software choices. 

• How  to  privately  or  publicly  share 
your images and videos via printing, 
emailing,  Dropbox,  CDs,  DVDs,  or 
online via cloud technology. 

• How to access  your digital  media from 
any Internet-connected device including 
your smart phone or tablet. 

• How to develop a  backup strategy to 
protect  your  collections  from  digital 
disaster.

Editors'  Note:  This  book  will  be  available  in  
paperback  at  the  end  of  November  and  is  

currently available as a PDF. For more details  
or  to  order  the  book,  please  visit  
http://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news
/2012/11/new-book-digital-imaging-essentials-
by-geoff-rasmussen.html

*********
NEW IRISH ARCHIVES 
GENEALOGY WEBSITE

Press Release   8 November 2012

On  8  November  last,  Jimmy  Deenihan  TD, 
Minister for Arts,  Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
launched  the  NAI’s  new  genealogy  website 
(http://www.genealogy.nationalarchives.ie). 
From  this  site,  you  can  access  the  Census 
records for 1901 and 1911, the Tithe Applotment 
Books for 1823 to 1837 and the Soldiers’ Wills 
for 1914 to 1917.

The  site  will  have  a  large  number  of  other 
genealogical records added to it over the coming 
years, including:

1)  Calendars  of  Wills  and  Administrations 
(1858–1922);
2) Nineteenth-century census survivals  (1821–
1851);
3)  Valuation  Office  House  and  Field  Books 
(1848–1860);
4) Census Search Forms for the 1841 and 1851 
Censuses.

All  of  these  records  will  be  free  to  access, 
through  searchable  databases  and  linked 
images of relevant pages.  Eventually,  we hope 
that  the  site  will  contain  all  of  the  important 
and  easily  accessible  genealogical  material  in 
the custody of the National Archives.

Soldiers’ Wills

The National Archives collection of the wills of 
soldiers who died in the First World War (1914–
1917)  is  now available  free  online.  This  is  the 
first  phase  of  the  project  carried  out  by  the 
National Archives to digitise the 9,000 wills of 
the soldiers who died. Work is continuing and 
the remainder of the collection will be released 
online in 2013.

*********
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NHG MEMBER ELISSA POWELL 
ELECTED PRESIDENT OF BCG

The  Board  for  Certification  of  Genealogists 
(BCG), headquartered in Washington, D.C., has 
announced  that  as  of  their  October  board 
meeting, Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL, has been 
elected  President.  Powell  has  been serving  on 
the BCG Board of Trustees for the previous six 
years  and  has  been  their  Exhibit  Booth 
Coordinator and Outreach Chairperson. 

Elissa  Scalise  Powell,  a  board-certified 
genealogist  since  1995,  was  the  charter 
president of the North Hills Genealogists when 
it re-organized in October 1990. Along with Jim 
Rickey, the charter vice president, and Maureen 
Durstein,  the  charter  secretary/treasurer/ 
newsletter editor, they raised awareness of the 
NHG by providing programs and implementing 
a  monthly  newsletter.  Under  their  leadership, 
membership rose from the first twelve members 
to  160  within  about  eighteen  months.  Initial 
dues were $5 per year and have always included 
two adults  in the same household.  Powell  has 
continued on the NHG board ever since and has 
held positions as the newsletter  editor,  liaison 
with the library and other societies, co-chair of 
two of the three published NHG cemetery book 
series,  the  book  marketer,  and  on  the 
nominating  committee,  donations  committee, 
and  conference  committee  as  the  speaker 
contact,  registrar,  and  advertising  committee. 
In addition, as a national speaker, she has given 
many programs for the NHG meetings.

Powell taught genealogy courses at Community 
College of Allegheny County from 1993 through 
2007 and many NHG members came through 
these classes. Education and sharing knowledge 
have always been a hallmark of both Powell and 
the  NHG.  The  open  nature  of  the  NHG 
welcomes  interested  people  of  all  abilities  to 
come to the meetings, ask questions, and learn 
from the speaker and other members. Working 
on  our  own  families  can  be  an  isolating 
experience  but  with  the  collaborative  and 
helpful  atmosphere at  the  NHG,  one can find 
others who share the same passion for family.

Powell attributes her leadership abilities which 
led  to  her  selection  as  BCG  president  to  her 
involvement  in  the  NHG.  “Working  on  the 

board for over 22 years where everyone has a 
common goal of providing top-notch education 
and  preserving  local  history  through  the 
cemetery  reading  books,  has  given  me  the 
experience that I need to lead a national group,” 
Powell states. “It is a pleasure for me to lend my 
support,  time,  and  talents  where  they  are 
needed.”

Founded in 1964, the mission of the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists is to foster public 
confidence  in  genealogy  by  promoting  an 
attainable, uniform standard of competence and 
ethics among genealogical practitioners, and by 
publicly  recognizing  persons  who  meet  that 
standard.  The  publication  The  BCG 
Genealogical Standards Manual sets forth the 
currently  accepted  standards  for  all  areas  of 
genealogical research. 

*********

SOUTH HILLS GENEALOGY 
GROUP FORMING

Congratulations!  Rebecca  Kichta  Miller  (NHG 
member  and  recent  presenter)  has  started  a 
genealogical  group  for  the  South  Hills  of 
Pittsburgh. The newly formed group, the South 
Hills  Genealogists,  began  meeting  this  month 
on  November  13th.  Monthly  meetings  will  be 
held on the second Tuesday of each month from 
6:30  to  8:00  P.M.  at  the  South  Side  Carnegie 
Library, 2205 East Carson Street, Pittsburgh. 

The  South  Hills  Genealogists  (SHG) is  a 
group of people interested in researching their 
family histories and sharing the resources that 
they use to complete this research. Their areas 
of  focus  are  the  communities  south  (through 
Peters and Union Townships) and west of the 
Monongahela  River,  and  those  that  are  cut 
through by, or east of, PA state route 19. SHG 
has a strong desire to share the communities’ 
resources,  as  well  those  of  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County,  and 
Southwestern Pennsylvania.

Membership and participation in activities will 
not  be  limited  to  just  present  and  former 
residents  of  Allegheny  County’s  South  Hills 
area, but is open to anyone who wants to enrich 
their genealogical experience.
(continued on page 39)
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WHERE   GENEALOGISTS    MEET

Wednesday, 28 November 2012, 7:00 P.M.
NORTHLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY

Northland will host local authors to talk about 
their  books.  The  authors  will  include  Gerald 
Caskey  who  wrote  the  historical  fiction  book 
The  Bullfrog,  Big  Foot  and  the  Beast  on  the  
Bayou and Mark Miner who wrote Well At This 
Time. Miner's book is based on the diaries of his 
ancestor Ephraim Miner who fought in the Civil 
War.  Pre-registration  is  required  for  this  free 
event.  You  can  register  online  at 
http://www.northlandlibrary.org or  call  the 
Adult Services Desk at 412-366-8100, ext.113. 

Wednesday, 28 November 2012, 6:30 P.M.
CRANBERRY GENEALOGY CLUB

Debbie  Billeter  will  discuss  organizing  your 
family history at the next Cranberry Genealogy 
Club  meeting.  It  will  be  held  in  the  Library 
Conference  Room  at  the  Cranberry  Township 
Municipal  Building,  2525  Rochester  Road. 
Meetings are free and open to the public.  For 
more  information,  please  visit 
http://www.cranberrygenealogy.org. 

Sunday, 2 December 2012, 10:00 A.M.
HEINZ HISTORY CENTER

The Heinz History Center is co-sponsoring “The 
Squirrel  Hill  Project—A  Pittsburgh  Jewish 
History Interactive Workshop” with the Jewish 
Studies Program at the University of Pittsburgh. 
It  includes  interactive  workshops  on 
researching  local  and  family  history  and  a 
lecture on finding information on Squirrel Hill 
in the Archives. Pre-registration is requested by 
emailing  sqhill@pitt.edu.  Additional  details 
about  the  event  are  available  at 
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events.aspx
?EventID=220. 

Sunday, 2 December 2012, 12:00 P.M.
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

The  free  open  house  of  University  of 
Pittsburgh's  Nationality  Rooms  will  feature 
music,  dance,  and  food.  Tour  the  rooms, 
including  the  two  newest—the  Swiss  and 
Turkish  rooms.  For  more  information,  see 

http://www.nationalityrooms.pitt.edu/news-
events/nationality-rooms-open-house-2012. 

22–24 February 2013
VIRTUAL GENEALOGY 
CONFERENCE

Family  Tree  University  will  hold  their  next 
virtual  conference  in  February.  It  includes 
fifteen classes spread over three days as well as 
chat  sessions.  The  early  bird  registration 
deadline  is  25  January  2013.  Please  visit 
http://www.familytreeuniversity.com/virtual-
conference for more information. 

Saturday, 13 April 2013, 9:00 A.M.
WESTERN RESERVE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The  Genealogical  Committee  of  the  Western 
Reserve Historical Society is sponsoring an all-
day  seminar  featuring  Judy  Russell,  J.D.,  CG. 
Russell  writes  the  popular  blog  The  Legal 
Genealogist. The day will  feature four lectures 
on putting our ancestors into legal context. The 
$40.00 registration fee does not include lunch. 
For  more  information,  please  visit 
www.wrhs.org/calendar/Genealogy_Law. 

25–27 April 2013
OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The Ohio Genealogical Society Conference will 
be held in Cincinnati next year. This two-and-a-
half  day  conference  features  seven  lecture 
tracks.  The  track  themes  include  technology, 
DNA,  military  records,  land  records,  Irish 
research, German research, and more. The early 
bird registration deadline is 15 March. For more 
information and a registration form, please visit 
www.ogs.org/conference2013/index.php.

*********
SOUTH HILLS GENEALOGY
(continued from page 37) 

The next SHG meeting is Tuesday, 11 December 
at 6:30 P.M. For more information, and to keep 
up with  this  new,  local  genealogy  group,  find 
South Hills Genealogists on Facebook, or send 
an e-mail to southhillsgenealogists@gmail.com. 
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P.O. Box 169
Wexford, PA 15090

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Dated Material

Saturday, 1 December 2012
NHG ANNUAL SOCIAL

Come  tour  the  North  Allegheny  Museum  at 
McKnight Elementary.  Joe Bullick, the creator and 
curator of the museum, will provide an overview of 
the photos, genealogy, and maps of the North Hills 
area. We will then have time to look around. Join us 
for a dutch-treat lunch afterward at Monte Cello's in 
Wexford. Pre-registration is required by signing up 
at  the  November  meeting  or  emailing 
info@NorthHillsGenealogists.org. 

Tuesday, 15 January 2013
WAR OF 1812 GENEALOGY

Rich Hayden, NHG Tip Time Coordinator

Rich Hayden will provide an introduction to War of 
1812 genealogy. The records of this often overlooked 
conflict  may  contain  a  rich  source  of  ancestral 
information. The program will also cover the larger 
historical context for the war to help identify record 
groups useful to genealogists. 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS FROM NHG Mark Your Calendars!

THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM – Tuesday, 20 November 2012
NHG ANNUAL ROUND TABLE

NHG Members

November is a popular month for our group to break through brick walls! Join NHG for the annual Round  
Table Discussion. This meeting is an opportunity for all members to exchange ideas for resolving problems in 
family history research. Everyone, whether a beginner or an experienced genealogist, can benefit! 
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