
SEPTEMBER 2012

INTRODUCING D. JOSHUA 
TAYLOR, NHG’S FALL 
CONFERENCE SPEAKER

When you attend the North Hills Genealogists’ 
2012 Fall Conference on Saturday, 20 October, 
you will  learn from one of the top speakers in 
the nation—D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS. Josh will 
be  speaking  about  the  following  topics  at  the 
conference:  “Discovering  USGenWeb,” 
“Bridging  the  Gap:  Finding  Ancestors  in  the 
United  States  between  1780  and  1830,” 
“Mapping  Your  Success:  Employing  Maps  for 
Genealogical  Research,”  and  “Putting  It 
Together: A Case Study.”

Josh Taylor has a fast-paced, highly informative 
speaking  style.  He  provides  a  wealth  of 
information and suggests a myriad of resources 
for  you  to  use  in  your  genealogical  research. 
Currently, Taylor is the Business Development 
Manager, North America, for brightsolid online 
publishing  in  his  daily  career.  As  an  active 
genealogist and speaker, Taylor gained national 
prominence  through  his  achievements  and 
appearances in the genealogy community. 

Taylor has presented workshops at GENTECH, 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) 
Annual  Conference,  the  National  Genealogical 
Society  Annual  Conference,  the  Salt  Lake 
Institute  of  Genealogy,  GRIP,  and RootsTech. 
In  addition,  he  is  a  writer,  researcher,  and 
author.
 
His involvement with FGS extends to serving as 
the  current  Vice  President  of  Administration 
and  as  chairman  of  the  Conference  Planning 
Committee.  Taylor  is  the  former  Director  of 
Education  and Programs at  the  New England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society.  You  may  have 
seen Josh’s expertise displayed on episodes of 
NBC’s Who Do You Think You Are? with Sarah 
Jessica  Parker,  Ashley  Judd,  Reba  McEntire, 
and Rob Lowe.

Not only does Josh Taylor bring an abundance 
of experience as a proven genealogical speaker 
to the NHG 2012 Fall  Conference,  but he will 
also provide a dynamic perspective about how 
to approach your own family history research or 
brick walls in an effort to help you to progress in 
your  genealogical  projects.  NHG  enthus-
iastically looks forward to welcoming D. Joshua 
Taylor  to  the  Fall  Conference  and  giving 
everyone  the  opportunity  to  learn  from  and 
interact with him! To find out more about Josh 
Taylor, go to http://www.djoshuataylor.com. 

*********

EARLY BIRD DEADLINE IS 
SEPTEMBER 18th 

The early bird registration deadline is Tuesday, 
18 September 2012 for NHG's Fall Conference 
Discover  Your  Roots,  Discover  Yourself:  
Bridging  the  Gap.  Take  advantage  of  the 
discounted price and register at the September 
meeting or online using NHG's web site. 
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NHG BOARD MEMBERS 2012–2013
President: Krisanne Edwards

Vice President: Shelli Nye
Treasurer: Reed B. Powell

Secretary: Claudia Hickly
Past President: Al Hartman
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Publicity: Gary Schlemmer

Publicity Tables: Dave Williams
Book Marketing: Elissa Powell, CG, CGL

Cemetery Chairs: Amy Prager
Elissa Powell, CG, CGL

Program Chair: Shelli Nye
Newsletter Editors: Amy E. K. Arner

Sue Ennis
Corresponding Sec'y: Al Hartman

Social Media Chair: Carole Ashbridge
Indexing Project Chair: Sharon Cimoch

For more information:
Info@NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

Newsletter ideas and feedback:
Editor@NorthHillsGenealogists.org 

WHO WE ARE–NHG
We  are  a  group  of  genealogy  enthusiasts  who  
meet on a regular basis to assist one another in  
establishing our family histories. We meet on the  
third Tuesday of every month, except December,  
at  the  Northland  Public  Library,  300 
Cumberland Road, McCandless Township in the  
North Hills of Pittsburgh, PA. Tip Time begins at  
6:45 P.M., and our general meeting commences at  
7:00  P.M.  Meetings  are  free  and  open  to  the  
public.

We publish a newsletter ten times a year for a  
nominal membership fee of $15.00 annually. The  
subscription year runs from August to June, but  
anyone  wishing  to  join  the  North  Hills  
Genealogists mid-year will receive back issues of  
the newsletter for that membership year.

The  North  Hills  Genealogists  Board  meets  at  
7:00  P.M. on the first Tuesday of each month in  
the  Conference  Room  of  the  Northland  Public  
Library.  The  Board  meeting  is  open  to  all  
members  of  the  North  Hills  Genealogists  
organization. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Now that the indexes are available, it’s time to 
revisit the 1940 US census! Both  FamilySearch 
(with  the  assistance  of  NHG  volunteers)  and 
Ancestry.com have  unveiled  their  searchable 
indexes.  Currently,  the 1940 census index and 
records are accessible for free at  Ancestry.com. 
Now all of us with relatives who weren’t living 
where  they  were  supposed  to  be  in  1940  can 
rejoice and hopefully find them! 

There’s one caveat. You may not have noticed it 
yet,  but  you  will  get  different  results  from  a 
query of the FamilySearch than the same query 
of the Ancestry.com index. I’ve found that I got 
different results from a recent search than I did 
with  the  same  query  three  weeks  ago. 
Fortunately,  the  newer  results  were  more 
comprehensive. At NHG’s 2011 Fall Conference, 
Tom  Jones  explained  that  search  engines  are 
constantly under development, and hence, yield 
different  results  over  time.  So  if  you  were 
disappointed  by  a  recent  search  through  the 
1940 index, please try again and check the other 
index too. 

Meanwhile  I’m  still  puzzling  over  one  of  my 
discoveries from the 1940 census. At the time, 
Pauline Blair, my dad’s grandmother, lived with 
Tootsie Palmer on or near Smith Avenue in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. My dad and his sisters weren’t 
aware  of  Tootsie’s  given  name  nor  did  they 
recall the cross-street where she lived. Thus, I 
decided to wait for the index. Using the index, I 
recently found Pauline’s record: she was living 
at  444  Smith  Avenue  with  Susan  Palmer. 
However,  my dad is  sure  Tootsie’s  name  was 
not Susan. Yet Susan Palmer and her children 
(whose names are confirmed) lived near Pauline 
in three separate census years. So I’m convinced 
that I’ve identified Tootsie Palmer correctly. 

Then a new mystery cropped up: living in the 
same residence with Susan and Pauline was a 
Rose Blair. Is this a new relative? The surname 
is indicated by ditto marks—so did the census 
taker err in his/her transcription? I did enough 
indexing to know that possibility can happen. It 
didn’t help that I couldn’t find her in any earlier 
census  records.  Also,  I  find  it  hard  to believe

(continued on page 13)
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER
(continued from page 12)

that  Pauline  would  live  with  a  relative  of  the 
husband that she divorced. I was just about to 
rule  out  this  person as  an aberration,  when I 
realized  that  Rose  could  be  the  widow  of 
Pauline’s son Andrew who died in 1936. I will 
be  searching  for  more  information  about 
Andrew,  sooner  rather  than  later.  You  never 
know what you will find in a new archive!

Finally,  I  just  wanted  to  remind you that  the 
early  bird  deadline  to  register  for  NHG’s  Fall 
Conference is September 18 and coincidentally, 
the  same  day  as  our  monthly  meeting  at 
Northland Library. The conference will be held 
on  Saturday,  October  20th  at  the  Wildwood 
Golf Club in Allison Park. This year our speaker 
is  D.  Joshua  Taylor,  Vice  President  of 
Administration  for  the  Federation  of 
Genealogical  Societies  and  recipient  of 
RootsTech’s  Distinguished  Presenter  Award. 
The  theme  for  the  all-day  conference  is 
Discover  Your  Roots,  Discover  Yourself:  
Bridging the Gap. Everything that you need to 
register is available on our new and improved 
website  www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org. 
Please join us!

~ Krisanne

*********

NHG FIELD TRIP!

There is still space available for the North Hills 
Genealogists  orientation  and  research  trip  to 
the Heinz  History  Center  on Smallman Street 
on 24 September 2012 at 10:00 A.M. Dr. Alexis 
Macklin,  Director  of  the Library  and Archives 
Center, will give us an orientation, and then we 
will have guided help in doing research there on 
their computers or your own laptops. 

The Heinz History Center Library and Archives 
division  contains  a  wealth  of  materials  for 
Pittsburgh  genealogists  and  researchers.  The 
collection  includes:  700,000  photographs, 
prints,  and  negatives;  40,000  books, 
pamphlets,  and monographs;  3,500 individual 
archival  collections  of  families,  organizations, 
businesses,  and  industries;  600  periodical 
titles; and 500 maps and atlases.

Our  structured  time  will  last  until 
approximately 1:00 P.M. when we will break for 
lunch. You may then go back to the library, tour 
the museum, or return home. Participants will 
not have to pay the usual entrance charge for 
the museum, however there is a fee to park.

If you would like to sign up for the excursion, 
please  email  Carole  Ashbridge 
(caroleashbridge@gmail.com)  by  September 
20th.  Please  include  whether  you  want  to 
carpool  and  how  long  you  will  be  staying 
downtown.  Final  details  concerning  times  of 
departures from the North Hills and the History 
Center will be determined once we have a better 
idea  about  the  participants’  interests  and 
schedules. 

*********

DESSERTS NEEDED FOR 2012 
NHG FALL CONFERENCE!

Volunteers  are  needed  to  sign  up  to  donate 
desserts and baked goods for this year’s  NHG 
Fall  Conference  on  20  October  2012.  The 
dessert  table  at  the  2011  Fall  Conference  was 
fabulous,  and  we  received  numerous 
compliments.  Kathy White  will  coordinate  the 
donation of desserts and baked goods, and she 
will  be  passing  around  sign-up  sheets  at  the 
September NHG meeting.  Desserts  and baked 
goods can be brought to the venue on the day of 
the conference. Thank you in advance for your 
help!

*********

NHG ORDERING SHIRTS

We would like to place another order of NHG 
polo shirts.  The shirts  are  royal  blue with the 
NHG logo and are a 60% cotton, 40% polyester 
combination. They are available in both men's 
and women's sizes. The price will depend on the 
number ordered,  but we would like to keep it 
under $20. To do this we need an order of 24 or 
more shirts. If you are interested, please let us 
know  at  Info@NorthHillsGenealogists.org or 
see Mary Dzurichko at the September meeting. 
If we have enough interest, we will contact you 
with the price before we order.
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PEOPLE OF MEDIEVAL 
SCOTLAND 1093-1314 NEW ON-
LINE LEARNING RESOURCE AND 
RESEARCH TOOL

Press Release (partial) 5 September 2012

Glasgow,  Scotland  – The  ‘People  of  Medieval 
Scotland’  is  a database of  the 21,000+ people 
mentioned  in  the  8500+  documents  from 
Scotland that survive between 1093 and 1314. It 
has been designed to cater for beginners as well 
as  experts.  Learners  can explore  and discover 
this  pivotal  period  of  Scotland’s  past  on their 
own  terms.  Experts  can  conduct  research  in 
days  and  hours  that  would  once  have  taken 
them months. The database also offers learners 
and experts a new experience of engaging with 
the past, allowing thousands of individuals and 
hundreds of places to take centre stage. It is left 
to  the  user  to  decide  what  is  interesting  and 
important.

Special features include:
• A  ‘lab’  space  for  quick  and  thought-

provoking ways to explore the database
• Gaelic  names  are  identified  in  their 

medieval and modern forms
• A multi-faceted search facility
• For  experts:  special  attention  to  the 

form of documents

The  database  is  the  outcome  of  two  projects 
funded by  the  Arts  and Humanities  Research 
Council:  the  ‘Paradox  of  Medieval  Scotland, 
1093-1286: Social Relationships and Identities 
before  the  Wars  of  Independence’ 
(www.poms.ac.uk) and the ‘Breaking of Britain: 
Cross-border  Society  and  Scottish 
Independence  1216-1314’ 
(www.breakingofbritain.ac.uk),  a  collaboration 
between the Universities of Glasgow, Edinburgh 
and Lancaster, and King’s College, London.

*********

EARLIEST IRISH CHURCH 
DIRECTORY DIGITIZED

The Church of Ireland's Representative Church 
Body  Library  has  digitized  the  Irish  Church 
Directory from 1862. This publication includes 

information  about  the  church's  parishes, 
dioceses, and clergy as well as an ecclesiastical 
calender  for  1863.  The  publication  includes 
income figures  for  each  benefice  and diocese, 
including the acreage included in each benefice. 
One interesting feature is an alphabetical list of 
clergy  and  where  they  were  serving.  Another 
section covers education, including universities, 
colleges, and public schools.

The  Irish  Church  Directory provides 
background  information  valuable  for 
researching in Ireland. More information and a 
link  to  the  digitized  images  are  on 
http://ireland.anglican.org/about/128. 

*********

HYDREF CELEBRATES WELSH 
ROOTS

The  annual  Hydref  Fall  Festival  at  the 
Depreciation  Lands  Museum  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  6  October  2012  from  10:00 A.M.  to 
4:00  P.M. The Depreciation  Lands  Museum is 
located in northern Allegheny County at  4743 
South  Pioneer  Road,  Allison  Park,  PA  15101. 
More  detailed  information  can  be  obtained 
about  Hydref  by  visiting 
http://www.depreciationlandsmuseum.org 
or by calling 412-486-0563.

Hydref, which is the Welsh word for autumn, is 
a celebration of the Welsh heritage of some of 
the early settlers in our area. The Hydref events 
include demonstrations,  exhibits,  18th century 
re-enactors, food, music, displays, and vendors. 
The museum and its exhibits will also be open 
during  the  Hydref.  At  this  year’s  Hydref,  the 
North  Hills  Genealogists  will  again  set  up  a 
display and informational booth. If interested in 
volunteering for the booth, please contact Dave 
Williams at peggie@consolidated.net.

The  cost  of  admission  to  the  2012  Hydref  is 
$3.00 for adults, $1.00 for children, and free to 
members  of  the  Depreciation  Lands  Museum. 
Not only is this a great price for a memorable 
heritage event, but this fall festival is perfect for 
all ages! 

*********

Don't  forget  to  like  NHG  on  Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter!
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PAUL MILNER TO SPEAK ABOUT 
RESEARCHING BRITISH ROOTS

The  Tarentum  Genealogical  Society,  in 
association  with  the  Armstrong  County 
Historical  Museum  and  Genealogical  Society, 
has  announced  Paul  Milner  as  the  featured 
speaker at their annual conference on 6 October 
2012. The conference will be held at the Clarion 
Hotel  in  New  Kensington,  PA.  For  details,  a 
brochure,  and  driving  directions,  go  to 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~patgs/co
nference2012.html.
 
Milner,  a  native  of  northern  England,  will 
present the following workshops, focusing upon 
methodology  and  available  resources:  “Irish 
Emigrants  to  North  America—Before,  During, 
and After the Famine;” “Irish Maps and Tools 
for  Finding  the  Right  Place;”  “Finding  Your 
English Ancestors;” and “Finding Your Scottish 
Ancestors.”

Paul has specialized in British Isles genealogical 
research for 30 years. He was raised in England 
and settled in the United States in 1975. He has 
been  designing  workshops  and  lecturing  to  a 
wide variety of audiences for over 35 years. He 
holds  an  advanced  degree  in  theology  and  is 
particularly  knowledgeable  about  the  church 
and its role in record keeping. As a genealogist, 
he  speaks  on  a  variety  of  topics  relating  to 
research in the British Isles, migration to North 
America and research methodology. 

He  is  the  author  of  Genealogy  at  a  Glance:  
England Research. He co-authored, with Linda 
Jonas,  A  Genealogist’s  Guide  to  Discovering 
Your  English  Ancestors:  How  to  Find  and  
Record  your  Unique  Heritage,  and  A 
Genealogist’s  Guide  to  Discovering  Your  
Scottish  Ancestors:  How to  Find and Record  
your Unique Heritage.

Paul  is  the  book  review  editor  for  the  FGS 
FORUM and the BIGWILL newsletter. He is the 
past president of the British Interest Group of 
Wisconsin and Illinois (BIGWILL),  and a past 
board  member  of  the  Association  to 
Professional  Genealogists,  the  Federation  of 
Genealogical  Societies,  and  the  Genealogical 
Speakers Guild.

*********

LEGACY FAMILY TREE FREE 
WEBINARS

The  maker  of  Legacy  Family  Tree  software 
offers  free  webinars  each  month.  What  is  a 
webinar? According to Wikipedia, “a webinar is 
short  for  Web-based  Seminar,  a  presentation, 
lecture,  workshop  or  seminar  that  is 
transmitted  over  the  Web.”  Many  people  can 
view a webinar at  one time.  Webinars  usually 
include an audio feed for the lecturer and slides 
shown  on  the  screen.  To  participate  in  a 
webinar,  you  need  a  computer,  a  high-speed 
Internet connection, and a set of headphones or 
speakers connected to the computer. 

Several  Legacy  webinars  are  scheduled  each 
month.  These  cover  a  wide  variety  of 
genealogical  topics.  Some  of  upcoming 
webinars  include  “Digital  Research  Guidance, 
Research Logs, and To Do Lists: FamilySearch, 
Research  Wiki,  and  Legacy  Family  Tree”  by 
Geoff Rasmussen on September 26th; “Privacy 
and  Our  Ancestors”  by  Thomas  MacEntee  on 
October  3rd;  and  “Ten  Brick  Wall  Tips  for 
Intermediate  Researchers”  by  Marian  Pierre-
Louis  on  October  17th.  You must  pre-register 
for each webinar. The webinar schedule, which 
includes a brief description of each webinar and 
a  button  to  register,  is  online  at 
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/Webinars.asp. 

Most of Legacy's webinars are available for free 
viewing for ten days after the initial broadcast. 
After that, you can purchase a DVD copy of any 
webinar  that  interests  you  for  about  $13.00. 
Buttons to purchase the DVDs are on the web 
site  listed  above.  Each  webinar  has  a  short 
preview that  you  can watch to  make sure  the 
webinar will  be helpful  before  you make your 
purchase.  Take  advantage  of  these  low-cost 
learning opportunities!

*********

GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES

Did  you  know  the  Carnegie  Library's 
Pennsylvania  Department  has  a  web  page 
featuring genealogical resources? It has links to 
information  on  western  Pennsylvania  and 
general  topics.  The  list  is  available  at 
http://www.clpgh.org/research/genealogy/gen
ealogy.
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PATRIOTS POINT AWARDED 
$20,000 GRANT TO DIGITIZE 
CHARLESTON NAVAL SHIPYARD 
NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

Press Release     29 August 2012

Mount  Pleasant,  SC  – Through  a  unique 
partnership  with  the  College  of  Charleston’s 
Lowcountry  Digital  Library,  the  Gaylord  and 
Dorothy Donnelley Foundation has awarded the 
Patriots  Point  Naval  and  Maritime  Museum 
Foundation  $20,000  to  digitize  weekly 
newsletters from the Charleston Naval Shipyard 
dating back to 1942.

The  grant  provides  funds  for  a  skilled 
professional at the Lowcountry Digital  Library 
to scan, upload and index the newsletters over 
the next  12 months.  Patriots  Point  will  utilize 
social media outlets to keep readers up-to-date 
on  the  progress  of  the  project,  which  will  be 
uploaded  to  the  Lowcountry  Digital  Library 
with links to the Patriots Point website.

“We are  thrilled  to  be  a  part  of  this  project,” 
said  John  White,  PH.D. and  Interim  Dean  of 
Libraries  at  the  College  of  Charleston.  “These 
newsletters  are  a  window  into  working  and 
middle  class  life  in  the  Lowcountry  over  the 
course of a half-century. They provide a glimpse 
inside the naval shipyard at a time when it was 
the  primary  economic  engine  for  the  region, 
and  glimpse  into  the  lives  of  the  men  and 
women who worked there.  By digitizing them 
and  making  them  available,  our  partners  at 
Patriots  Point  are  providing  an  invaluable 
resource for scholars, students, and the general 
public.”

Patriots  Point  has  one  of  only  four  known 
copies  of  these  newsletters;  and currently,  no 
copies are publicly accessible. A digital archive 
will allow the public to ‘Google’ historical events 
from 1942 to 1990 from the perspective of the 
Charleston Naval Shipyard.

“For  nearly  a  century,  the  Charleston  Naval 
Shipyard shaped the Lowcountry and played an 
integral  role  in  US  Navy  operations— 
maintaining surface ships, overhauling nuclear 
submarines, and providing logistics support for 

operating forces,” said Patriots Point Executive 
Director  Mac  Burdette.  “We  are  proud  to 
partner with the Lowcountry Digital Library to 
preserve  their  legacy  by  creating  a  digital 
archive that will be available for public use. This 
project is an extension of our onboard ‘Shipyard 
Museum,’ which chronicles the work performed 
in the defense of our country from the turn of 
the 20th century until the shipyard closed.”

*********
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 
HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS 
AND IMAGES

The  University  of  Pittsburgh's  University 
Archives has created the web site Documenting 
Pitt,  available  at 
http://digital.library.pitt.edu/d/documentingpitt. 
The purpose of the web site is to provide digital 
access to the university's historical publications 
and images.  The  web  site  is  divided  into  two 
collections, Text and Images.

The  Text  Collection  includes  Alumni 
Publications,  Assorted  Publications,  Athletic 
Media  Guides,  Chancellor  Reports, 
Commencement  Programs,  The Courant,  Fact 
Book,  Honors  Convocation  Programs,  Press 
Releases,  Pennsylvania  Western,  University 
Catalogues, and Yearbooks. Users can browse or 
search  within  each  of  these  categories. 
Searching all of the Text Collection at the same 
time is also available. Each category has a page 
describing  its  content,  including  dates  of  the 
material. More commencement programs were 
recently added to the web site.

The  Images  Collection  includes  photographs 
spanning  1880  through  1999.  This  collection 
can  be  browsed  by  Buildings,  People,  Sports, 
Events, and Clubs & Associations. The Images 
Collection is not searchable. 

One of the most intriguing parts of the web site 
is  the  University  Catalogues.  It  contains  the 
catalogues  from 1862 to  1927.  These describe 
the  courses  of  study  available,  a  list  of  the 
faculty, and in some years a list of the students.

If you had an ancestor who attended or worked 
at  Pitt,  this  web  site  is  a  great  resource  for 
putting the person into historical context.
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FREE CLASSES OFFERED AT 
LOCAL FHC

The  Cranberry  Family  History  Center  (FHC) 
has announced the Fall 2012 schedule of classes 
about  various  topics  that  are  related  to 
genealogy,  according to Shelli  Nye,  director of 
the local center. The Cranberry Township (PA) 
Family  History  Center  is  located  at  2771 
Rochester Road, Cranberry Township. 

Although  the  classes  are  free,  advance 
registration is required by e-mailing your name 
and class choice(s) to Cranberryfhc@gmail.com 
or by calling the FHC at 724-742-0922.

The Family History Center classes will be held 
on Thursday mornings from 10:30 to 11:30 A.M. 
and repeated on Thursday evenings from 7:00 
to 8:00 P.M. Please indicate whether or not you 
will  be  attending  the  morning  or  evening 
session  when you  register.  All  classes  include 
demonstrations,  handouts,  discussions,  and 
skill  building  activities.  The schedule  includes 
the following dates and topics:

Oct.  4  -  FamilySearch  Wiki  and  E-learning 
Courses Introduction

Oct.  11  -  Online  Film  Ordering  and  Catalog 
Resources

Oct. 18 - What is Indexing and How to Do It
Oct. 25 - Fold3 Introduction
Nov. 1 - Ancestry Introduction
Nov. 8 - HeritageQuest Online Introduction
Nov.  15  -  How  to  Sign  up  for  FamilySearch 

Family Trees (previously New FamilySearch)

Additional classes will start after the New Year. 
Come  to  a  fall  class  at  the  Cranberry  Family 
History  Center  to  learn  and  share  what  you 
know!

*********
SLOVAKIAN GENEALOGICAL 
RECORDS GROWING ONLINE

Press Release           27 July 2012

Salt Lake City, UT – FamilySearch’s free online 
Slovakian  record  collection  has  now grown to 
over 5 million searchable records. The Slovakia 
1869  census  is  also  available  as  a  browsable 
image  collection.  Other  new  searchable 

collections online were expanded this week for 
South Africa, Canada, Poland, Portugal, and the 
United States.  Search these diverse collections 
and  2.8  billion  other  records  for  free  at 
FamilySearch.org.

Searchable historic records are made available 
on  FamilySearch.org through  the  help  of 
thousands of volunteers from around the world. 
These volunteers transcribe (index) information 
from  digital  copies  of  handwritten  records  to 
make  them  easily  searchable  online.  More 
volunteers  are  needed (particularly  those  who 
can read foreign languages) to keep pace with 
the  large  number  of  digital  images  being 
published  online  at  FamilySearch.org.  Learn 
more  about  volunteering  to  help  provide  free 
access  to  the  world’s  historic  genealogical 
records online at FamilySearch.org. 

*********

NEW LIVE RADIO SHOW TO 
FEATURE AUTHORS AND 
HISTORIANS WITH A PASSION 
FOR NEW ENGLAND HISTORY

Press Release (partial)     20 August 2012

Mills, MA – Professional genealogist and house 
historian, Marian Pierre-Louis has developed a 
new  history  and  genealogy  radio  show  called 
Fieldstone Common. The live 60-minute show 
will  feature  authors,  historians,  curators  and 
others whose passion is  to keep New England 
history  alive.  Shows  will  be  broadcast  weekly 
through  Blog  Talk  Radio 
(http://www.blogtalkradio.com/FieldstoneCom
mon) and made available afterward via podcast.
Episodes will  air weekly on Thursdays at 1:00 
P.M. EST. 

Marian  Pierre-Louis  is  a  professional 
genealogist and house historian who shares her 
love  of  New  England  history  through  her 
research, blogs, and social media. 

*********
ONLINE RESOURCE

Have you heard of the USGenWeb Project? The 
web site (http://www.usgenweb.org) has 
links for each county in the United States as 
well as general research tips. Check it out!
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WHERE  GENEALOGISTS  MEET

Wednesday, 19 September 2012, 7:00 P.M.
BEAVER COUNTY GENEALOGY & 
HISTORY CENTER

Gary Link will  be  the featured  speaker  at  the 
next Beaver County meeting. He is the author of 
three  books,  The  Throughway about  the 
Underground  Railroad  in  Western 
Pennsylvania, The Spectrum about the Mexican 
War,  and  The  Burnt  District about  the  Great 
Fire  of  1845.  The meeting will  be held in the 
Beaver Valley Family History Center in Monaca. 
Meetings are free and open to the public.  For 
more  information,  please  visit 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pabecgs. 

Saturday, 22 September 2012, 8:00 A.M.
LIGONIER HIGHLAND GAMES

The  annual  Ligonier  Highland  Games  will  be 
held at Idlewild Park in Ligonier. The event will 
feature  bagpipe  bands,  highland  dancers, 
genealogy, Scottish history, and more. The cost 
is  $20.00  for  adults,  $18.00  for  seniors,  and 
$10.00  for  children.  The  Idlewild  rides  and 
attractions  will  be  closed. For  more 
information,  please  visit 
http://www.ligonierhighlandgames.org. 

Wednesday, 26 September 2012, 6:30 P.M.
CRANBERRY GENEALOGY CLUB

Shelli  Nye will  present “New Features Coming 
to  FamilySearch”  at  the  next  Cranberry 
Genealogy Club meeting. It will  be held in the 
Library  Conference  Room  at  the  Cranberry 
Township Municipal  Building,  2525 Rochester 
Road. Meetings are free and open to the public. 
For  more  information,  please  visit 
http://www.cranberrygenealogy.org. 

Saturday, 6 October 2012, 9:00 A.M.
OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

The  Ohio  Genealogical  Society's  (OGS)  Fall 
Seminar  will  feature  Mark  Lowe,  CG,  FUGA.  It 
will be held October 6th at the OGS Library in 
Bellville, Ohio. Lowe's lectures will include “My 
Ancestor the Farmer,” “Finding Black Roots in a 
White World,” “Out on a Limb, Trapped by Bad 

Research,”  and  “Learn  When  to  Keep  Your 
Mouth Shut!” More information is available at 
http://www.ogs.org/   fallseminar2012.php  . 

Saturday, 6 October 2012, 8:30 A.M.
TARENTUM GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY

The Tarentum Genealogical Society (TGS) and 
the  Armstrong  County  Museum  and 
Genealogical Society (ACGS) are sponsoring an 
all-day conference on October 6th. Paul Milner 
will  be  the  featured  speaker.  He  will  present 
four  lectures  “Irish  Immigrants  to  North 
America:  Before,  During,  and  After  the 
Famine,” “Irish Maps and Tools for Finding the 
Right Place,” “Finding Your English Ancestors: 
The  Big  Four,”  and  “Finding  Your  Scottish 
Ancestors: The Big Five.” The cost is $20.00 for 
TGS and ACGS members and $25.00 for non-
members.  For  more  information  and  a 
registration  form,  please  visit 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~patgs. 

Saturday, 6 October 2012, 9:30 A.M.
PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER OF 
PALATINES TO AMERICA

The  Pennsylvania  Chapter  of  Palatines  to 
America  will  hold  their  fall  conference  at  the 
Academic Forum of Kutztown University, 15200 
Kutztown  Road,  Kutztown,  PA.  The  event 
includes  presentations  on  German  genealogy 
and  history  and  an  optional  tour  of  the 
Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center. 
Registrations  must  be  post-marked  by 
September  26th. For  more  information  and  a 
registration  form,  please  see 
http://www.palam.org. 

Tuesday, 9 October 2012, 6:30 P.M.
BUTLER COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Jonathan  R.  Stayer,  head  of  the  Reference 
Section at the Pennsylvania State Archives, will 
be  the  featured  speaker  at  the  next  Butler 
County  Genealogical  Society  meeting.  He  will 
present“Genealogical  Resources  at  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Archives.”  This  free  event

(continued on page 19) 
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WHERE  GENEALOGISTS  MEET
(continued from page 18) 

will be held in the lower level meeting room of 
the  Butler  Area  Public  Library,  218  North 
McKean Street, Butler. It is open to the public. 
For  more  information,  please  visit 
http://www.bcgs.us. 

Saturday, 13 October 2012, 10:00 A.M.
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

In conjunction with SwedGen Tour, WPGS will 
host an all-day program featuring five lectures 
on Swedish research on October 13th. It will be 
held in the Carnegie Library Lecture Hall, 4400 
Forbes  Avenue,  Pittsburgh.  Meetings  are  free 
and open to the public. Parking in the Carnegie 
Library  and  Museum  Garage  is  $5.00.  Go  to 
http://www.wpgs.org for more details.

Saturday, 13 October 2012, 8:30 A.M.
MID-ATLANTIC GERMANIC 
SOCIETY

The  theme  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  Germanic 
Society's annual fall all-day program is Solving 
Research Problems with an Interesting Twist. 
The event will be held at the Best Western Hotel 
in  Westminster,  Maryland.  The  lectures  will 
include “Our Ancestors are Hiding on the World 
Wide  Web,”  “It's  Never  Too  Late,”  and 
“Unscrambling Genealogical Puzzles.” The early 
bird  registration  deadline  is  October 1st.  For 
more  information,  please  visit 
http://magsgen.com. 

Friday, 19 October 2012, 7:00 P.M.
KUSHKUSHKEE TRAIL CHAPTER 
OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

The Kushkushkee Trail Chapter is sponsoring a 
special  evening  event  featuring  D.  Joshua 
Taylor,  MA,  MLS. He  will  present  “It's  a 
Revolutionary  Idea:  Tracing  Your  Patriot 
Ancestor”  at  the  held at  the  Ross  Community 
Center, 1000 Ross Municipal Drive, Pittsburgh. 
The  cost  is  $20.00  and  pre-registration  is 
required.  The  chapter's  web  site  is 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~paktcdar/
Kushkushkee.htm. 

Saturday, 20 October 2012, 8:00 A.M.
NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS
FALL CONFERENCE

NHG will  hold our fifth annual  conference on 
Saturday, 20 October 2012. We will be using a 
new  venue,  the  Wildwood  Golf  Club,  2195 
Sample Road,  Allison Park.  D.  Joshua Taylor, 
MA,  MLS,  will  be  our  speaker.  He  will  present 
four  lectures:  “Discovering  USGenWeb,” 
“Bridging  the  Gap:  Finding  Ancestors  in  the 
United  States  between  1780  and  1830,” 
“Mapping  Your  Success:  Employing  Maps  for 
Genealogical  Research,”  and  “Putting  It 
Together: A Case Study.” 

The  registration  fee  includes  a  continental 
breakfast and buffet lunch. We will  have door 
prizes,  including  a  combination  printer/ 
fax/scanner,  database  subscriptions, 
genealogical  software,  a  discount  certificate 
from  Heritage  Books,  and  more.  The 
registration  brochure  is  available  at  meetings 
and  on  our  web  site, 
http://www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org.  The 
Econo-Lodge  in  Wexford  (724-935-1000)  is 
holding a room block in the name of the North 
Hills Genealogists at a discounted rate.

Saturday, 3 November 2012, 9:30 A.M.
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania (GSP) 
is  hosting  an  all-day  seminar  with  the  theme 
Day of the Dead: Exploring the Documents of  
Death. The event will feature four lectures: “The 
Dead  and  the  Dying:  Funeral  Homes, 
Obituaries,  and  Cemeteries” by  Rebecca 
Whitman Koford;  “‘Of Sound Mind and Body’: 
Using  Probate  Records  in  Your  Research” by 
Michael  Hait,  CG;  “Thinking About Your Stuff: 
Estate  Planning  for  Genealogists” by  Mary  K. 
Mannix, MA, MLS; and “Obituaries: From Humor 
to Horror” by Jerry Smith, CG. The event will be 
held at the Christ Church Neighborhood House 
Great  Hall,2nd  Street  above  Market,  Old  City 
Philadelphia. For more information, please visit 
http://genpa.org. 
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P.O. Box 169
Wexford, PA 15090

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Dated Material

Tuesday, 16 October 2012
WIKIS, BLOGS, TWITTER, FACEBOOK, 
DROPBOX, RSS FEEDS, THE CLOUD: 
WHAT DOES ALL THIS JARGON MEAN?

Carole Ashbridge, MLS, NHG Social Media Chair

Ashbridge, who is always looking for an easier way,  will 
discuss applications that can help you keep up with trends 
in genealogy, research your family,  and organize all that 
paper. The best part—most are FREE!

Tuesday, 20 November 2012
NHG ANNUAL ROUND TABLE

NHG Members

November is a popular month for our group to break 
through brick walls! Join NHG for the annual Round 
Table Discussion. This meeting is an opportunity for 
all  members  to  exchange  ideas  for  resolving 
problems  in  family  history  research.  Everyone, 
whether  a  beginner  or  an experienced genealogist, 
can benefit! 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS FROM NHG Mark Your Calendars!

THIS MONTH'S PROGRAM – Tuesday, 18 September 2012
MANUSCRIPTS AND MYSTERIES

Michael Dabrishus

This  evening  focuses  on preserving  original  letters,  scrapbooks,  and other  materials  found in  manuscript 
collections at the University of Pittsburgh archives. An exercise uses a special letter concerning someone whose 
name everyone knows, a tragedy known worldwide, and an event visited by hundreds of thousands of people.  
Join in the detective work to unravel this mystery!
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