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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Hi All. Hope everyone had a chance to attend the 
September meeting. Mildred's presentation was great. We 
had one of the highest tum outs in the history of the club. 
Shows what a popular subject the LDS program is and 
only helps to confirm that the Board made the right 
decision in deciding to sponsor the rental of the software 
program for the library. Can't wait 'til it's in place. 

I would like to remind everyone that we will be reading 
the Hampton Cemetery on Saturday, October 22, at 10 
a.m. We will be meeting at the cemetery. For those of you 
who don't know where it is, it's off of Old Pioneer Road, 
just off Route 8 and just past the Depreciation Lands 
Museum. If you need more specific directions, feel free to 
call me, 443-1460. If it rains that day, we will meet the 
following Saturday, October 29, at 10 a.m. We could use 
more volunteers. Don't forget, anyone working on the 
project will have their name published in the finished 
product. My special thanks to Gwen Glasbergen for 
volunteering to enter the cemetery data into her computer, 
which will in tum be used by Elisa Powell who volunteered 
to put Gwen's work into booklet form for publication. Both 
their efforts are greatly appreciated, as well as all our 
volunteers who are going to help us gather the information. 

A special welcome to our new members, Ginny Neff 
Campbell, Patricia Lee (Patsi), Carol Ranker, Sandra 
Chmelovsky and Lorrie Guthrie. Hope all of you enjoy and 
prosper from your membership as much as I have. Don't 
forget that our November meeting is a round table. That 
means all the members gather around and exchange their 

failures and successes. This is a great way to get help with 
those research problems. There are usually at least one or 
more members who can help someone who is having 
difficulty. And by hearing about other members' successes, 
you might pick up some research ideas you hadn't thought 
about. 

I hope all of you enjoy Reed Powell's presentation at our 
October meeting. rm sure looking forward to it. If you 
want to get into computer genealogy, or need some pointers 
about the program you are presently using, this is the 
meeting for you. 

Our next Board meeting will be Tuesday, November 1 at 
7:30 p.m. in Meeting Room #2 at the Northland Library. 
ALL members are welcome to attend and be part of the 
decision making process. These decisions affect all of us, 
so feel free to come and let us know your opinions and 
ideas. Our December social this year is going to be at Old 
Economy on December 3. See the upcoming Newsletter 
for details. Hope to see all of you at the October meeting. 
Ginny 

DECEMBER SOCIAL 

Where: Tour of Old Economy 
When: Saturday, December 3, 1994 
Time: Tour at 9:30 a.m. - 11 :30 a.m. 
Cost: To be announced 
Lunch: Lunch at a local restaurant after the tour. 

SPOUSES ARE WELCOME 
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WHERE GENEALOGIST MEET 

Saturday, Oct. 22 at 10:00 a.m. - Cemetery Reading 
Project at Hampton Cemetery on Pioneer Road, off Route 
8, Allison Park. 

Tuesday, Nov. 1 at 7:30 p.m. - NHG Board meeting 
in meeting room #2 at Northland Library. All NHG 
members are always welcome at all Board meetings. 

Thursday, Nov. 10 at 8:00 p.m .- W.P.G.S. meeting at 
the Historical Society Bldg., 4338 Bigelow Blvd., 
Oakland. Program: Call for program information. 

Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 7 :00 p.m. - NHG regular meeting 
at the Northland Library. Program: Round Table 
Discussion. 

Saturday, Dec. 3, - Dec. Social (see page 21 for details) 

QUERIES 

Searching the surname WISEMAN in Licking County, 
OH; THOMAS in Columbiana and Trumbull County, 
OH and Allegheny County, P A. JENKINS, JONES and 
MORGAN in Llenelly, South Wales, UK. Send 
information to Thomas & Martha Wiseman, 2575 A 
Grouse Ridge Rd, Wexford, P A 15090. 

Researching MUELLER in Dresden, Germany and 
SUTTER in Switzerland. Send information to Fred 
Mueller, 408 Sky Oak Drive, P.O. Box 441, Bradford 
Woods, PA 15015-0441. 

Researching ESH, YODER and HARTZLER in 
Mifflin and Berks County, PA. Contact Susan Gibbons, 
853 W. Ingomar Rd., Ingomar, PA 15127-0251. 

Researching OLCOTT in Beaver County, PA; 
TOMPKINS in Beaver County, PA and COLHOON 
(CALLHOUN?) in Beaver County, P A. Contact Nick & 
Claudia Hickly, 8543 Ridgemont Road, Pittsburgh, PA 
15237. 

Researching VAN HORN in Lawrence County, P A. 
Contact Marion Hyle, 9135 Saginaw Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 
15237-5438. 

Researching SMITH in England, FITZMAURICE in 
Ireland, BAECHTEL in California and Alsace' , 
HASLETT and MILLER in Clearfield County, P A. 
Contact Jim & Pat Smith, 3936, Shepard Rd., Gibsonia, 
PA 15044. 

ALBRIGHT and BAKER in Somerset County, PA; 
BAKER, MURPHY, CUNNINGHAM and 
O'CONNEGHAN in Allegheny County and Maryland. 
Contact Mary Lou Wilson, 3945 Shepard Rd., Gibsonia, 
PA 15044. 

McKEL VEY, HOWELL, ROWE, SMITH, 
BRANNAN, and VOGEL in Westmoreland County, PA. 
BRANNAN, LEWIS, TmTE, TUL Y, MASON, 
SCHROEDER, LeFEVRE, WEINMAN, VOGEL, 
BURNS, and BRADY in Allegheny County, P A. Contact 
Joyce Mull, 5396 Wilkins Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217. 

Searching the surname REED in lllinois and PIRRUNG 
in Ohio and P A. Contact Lynette Pirrung, 1109 Macon 
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15218-1215. 

Researching William PETERS, Pittsburgh Northside, 
Allegheny City, PA; William YOUNG and Jane 
CLUNEY in Southside, Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, 
PA; HODILIHODILL in Indiana Township, Allegheny 
County, P A; Andrew GRUBBS and Rhoda POWELL in 
Indiana Township, Allegheny County, P A. Contact 
Ronald Hodill, 14 College Ave. #310, Columbia, MO 
65201. 

Seeking information on ABEL, LUNZ, STANG and 
SIEGLEN of Troy Hill, Allegheny County, P A. Contact 
Darlane Abel, 104 Biscayne Terrance, Pittsburgh, PA 
15212. 

Looking for information on the family of William B. 
HAMILTON who was born in PA around 1814. Hewas 
marreid to Mary (?), born in PA around 1819. Their 
children were Thomas, Wesley, Elizabeth, Clark, James 
and Margaret. Thomas and Wesly served in the 28th PA 
Infantry in the Civil War. I think that William B. 
Hamilton's father was Thomas. Send information to 
James M. Shirley, 2811, Noble Fir Ct., Woodbridge, VA 
22192. 

Seeking information on BROWN and SKILES of 
Franklin Park, 1800's. Contact Michael E. Palbus, 5403 
Peach Drive, Gibsonia, PA 15044. 
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Seeking information of the RIEDL family. Some of the 
Riedl family came to Pittsburgh in the 1883 and some 
later. Send infonnation to James A. Marples, 107 
Brownie, Rose Hill, Kansas 67133. 

Looking for infonnation on the family of George HIRST 
(HURST), b. J\ll1e 7, 1773 in Philadelphia and died J\ll1e 
22, 1832, son of John Hirst and Philipinna Bompers 
HOETH, (married J\ll1e 22, 1759, Moravian Church, 
Bethlehem, PA). George Hirst's 1st marriage was to 
Elizabeth RUDOLOPH, (b. 1772 and d. 1814) of Derbe. 
P A. Their children were Phoebe, m. Aaron ALLEN, 
Pittsburgh PA; Deborah, m. John TAYLOR; George b. 
1797, 1st marriage Mary BYINGTON of Pittsburgh, 2nd 
marriage Nancy DONALDSON; Maria m. Richard 
GARRETT, Pittsburgh, PA; Rebecca m. George 
COSSIN, Pittsburgh, PA; Samuel, 11 days; Charotte m. 
James ATKINSON; Eliza m. William WILLIAMS, 
William deSack 10 days. George Hirst's second marraige 
was to Cynthia White HINDS, b. May 21, 1816 
(probably in Pittsbugh, P A). They had one child, 
Patterson Hirst. b. Nov. 29, 1817 in Pittsburgh. I am 
deceded from George Hirst and Cynthia Hinds Hirst. Send 
infonnation to Helen Hirst Christy, 335 High St., Denver, 
CO 80218-4021. 

Seeking infonnation of Daniel BRADY, who was killed in 
a coal mining accident at Mt. Pleasant, PA (which Mt. 
Pleasant is \ll1known) on 29 May 1901. Seeking 
information on deputy sheriff James O'MALLEY who 
resided at 252 Renova St., Pittsburgh, P A (1920 SO\ll1dex) 
James died on 11 July 1921 in Mercy Hospital, 
Hazelwood, PA as a result of an automobile accident. 
Send information to Thomas F. Rahrig, 1250 W. 
Braddock Road, Cumberland, MD 21502. 

Researching the surnames McCARTER, Margaret Ann, 
Alegheny Co., b. in 1908; SPROTT, Beaver Co. PA, 
d.1873; DOUTHLITT, Emeline, Beaver Co., PA, will 
1895; JACKSON, Harry Lewis, Allegheny Co., PA, 
marriage license 1894; ABER, Elizabeth (Lizzy), 
Allegheny Co., PA, marriage license 1877; STILTS, 
Henry, PA, d. 1899; RICE, Mary A, Allegheny Co., PA, 
d. 1912; MENGES, John, Allegheny Co., PA, b. 1906; 
THOMAS, William Henry, Allegheny Co. ,P A, married 
1886; NIERSTR, Maria Elizabeth, Allegheny Co., PA, 
d. 1879; MEYER, Casper, H. F., Allegheny Co., PA, 
married 1918. Contact Margaret and Robet Jackson, 129 
N. Milton St., Zelienople, PA 16063. 

BEGINNERS CORNER 

Question: Can someone give me a synopsis of 
Lithuanian history? When was it Lithuanian, and when 
was it part of Russia? Was it common for Lithuanians to 
have Russia as their fonner CO\ll1try of citizenship on their 
naturalization papers? 

Answer: The history of Lithuania is very complicated 
(similar to other East European cO\ll1tries). Up to the end 
of the 13th century it was a independent duchy. Then it 
was Christianized and COlUlected with Poland (fonning 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth). After partitions of 
Poland (1772,1793, and 1795) Lithuania was divided 
between Russia and Prussia (the last Empire acquired only 
small south western part). In 1807 the Prussian part of 
Lithuania went back to Poland, actually to the Duchy of 
Warsaw. In 1815 (Congress in Vienna) this part of 
Lithuania becomes a part of the so-called Kingdom of 
Poland (as part of the Russian Empire). In 1918 an 
independent Lithuanian Republic was fO\ll1ded. A part of 
historical Lithuania (with its historical capital 
WilnoNilniuslWilna was taken by Poland. And this part 
was conquered by Soviets in 1939 and given to the 
Lithuanian Republic. In 1940 the entire Lithuania was 
included in the Soviet Union. In 1945 a small 
southwestern area was granted to Poland. And finally, 
Lithuania becomes independent in 1991. 

After all these changes, a very complicated ethnic relations 
arose. Gentry was in almost 100% polarized (from 
16th/17th) century. Lithuanian intelligentsia started to 
appear in the end of the 19th century. And peasants were 
Lithuanians (north), Poles (middle, south-west) and 
Belarussians (south-west). Most of the Jews were 
Russified during the 19th century. In 1941-45 most of the 
Jews were killed by the Germans. Some Poles were 
expelled by the Soviets in 1930/41 (to Siberia) and in 
1945/47 (to Poland). 

It is not easy to localize a place. All the places have Polish 
and Lithuanian names (sometimes they have Russian, 
Gennan and Jewish names too) 

In the 19th century (up to World War 1) everybody from 
this area had Russian citizenship. [The above infonnation 
was from Andrze Sikorski on Internet July 7, 1993.] 

The best source of infonnation on Lithuanian history and 
genealogy is the Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture, 
6500 South Pulaski Road, Chicago, IL 60629, 1-312-
582-6500. The museum publishes a quarterly newsletter, 
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"Genealogija," which contains the usual queries and 
family searches, articles about Lithuanian history, 
language, culture, etc. Subscriptions are $lO.OO. 

According to the museum, the library contains more than 
30,000 volumes, some of them extremely rare, dating back 
to the 16th century. It is also has a large depository of 
manuscripts. The center collects information on 
"Lithuanian Pioneers" (those who emigrated to the U.S.) 
and also has a staff genealogist who will help with 
searches in the U.S. and Lithuanian. [The above 
information from Jeffery E. Hume-Pratuch on Internet, 
July 9, 1993.] 

BOOK REVIEW 

IMMIGRANTS 1 
by Jack Sanders on lnternet, 31 May 1993 

Peter Wilson Coldham's magnum opus, "The Complete 
Book of Emigrants", has fmally been completed. 

Volume 4, covering the years 1751 to 1776, ends a series 
that has catalogued some 100,000 people who came to 
North America from the British Isles, starting in 1609. It 
is an essential reference for anyone trying to trace down 
British immigrants. 

The latest volume, arranged by calendar date of record, 
adds some 20,000 names to the database. Much of that 
activity occurred in the years from 1770 to 1775 because 
of economic hard times in England. (Of the 284 pages of 
information, 11 are just on 1771 through 1775.) As usual, 
the data include plantation apprenticeship bindings, port 
books, indentured servants lists, convict pardons on 
condition of transportation, and probate records. The 
sources are provided so the researcher can pursue further 
information. 

In many cases, simply names of passengers are given, 
along with their ships, and ports of departure and 
destination. However, in more detailed entries, 
particularly for apprenticeships, names of relatives -- such 
as parents, grandparents or siblings -- are cited, as well as 
the person to whom the individual was apprenticed, and 
where in the colonies he or she lived. Sometimes ages and 
occupations are given. In the 1770s, you will find long 
passenger lists. Often, these give the former home, the 
occupation, and the age of the persons, especially if they a 

are indentured servants. 

The 349-page hardcover includes a 64-page index, citing 
every name mentioned in the text, as well as all the ships. 

The Complete Book of Emigrants -- as well as its 
predecessors -- should be available in good libraries, or 
may be purchased from genealogical sOCletles, 
genealogical book stores, or directly from Genealogical 
Publishing Company, Dept. SM, 1001 North Calvert 
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202-3897 (1-800-296-6687). 
This volume costs $29.95 while Vol. 1 (1609-1660) is 
$34.95; Vol. IT (1661-1699) is $49.95; and Vol. III (1700-
1750) is $44.95. 

BOOKS FOR SALE 

FAMILY PUZZLERS 

Family Puzzlers edited by Mary Bondurant Warren, is a 
20 page weekly magazine dedicated to finding missing 
ancestors. Questions from subscribers are printed free, 
and answered directly by others. ''Editors Notes" offer 
suggestions for further research. Genealogical feature 
articles, queries, book reviews, a Bible record, and an 
index fill each weekly issue mailed to more than 2,300 
subscribers. The subscription price is $30 for 52 issues. 

Some recent books published by Family Puzzlers include 
South Carolina Wills 1670-1850 lndex ($20.00); GA 
Revolutionary Bounty Land Records, 1781-1785 ($35); 
Buckling Co., V A, Church and Marriage Records 1764-
1822 ($lO); Revolutionary Memoirs and Muster Rolls 
($25); Madison Co., GA, Probate Records 1812- ca. 1870 
index ($15). 

To receive a current book and map catalog Send a SASE 
to Family Puzzlers, Heritage Papers, P.O. Box 7776, 
Athens, GA 30604-7776. 

Genealogical Bulletin Board Service in the North Hills 

MICROTEC BBS 
635-0934 

Jack Lawrence, SYSOP 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 24 HOURS A DAY 
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msp ANIC RESEARCH 
The Family Tree- OctoberlNovember 1993 

No matter where you live or what oral history has been 
passed down, if your roots go back two hundred plus years 
in the United States, you very likely will come across 
Spanish names on your pedigree. Mayflower descendants, 
Daughter of the American Revolution, early Jewish 
families, Native Americans, Chinese and almost every 
other ethnic researcher will fmd assimilated into their 
families, Spanish lines. Organizations, public and private 
projects, are meeting the growing interest in Hispanic 
research. 

The National Park Service is recreating the Anza trail, a 
1,200 mile route made by Spanish colonists, out of 
Horcasitas, Mexico (then Nueva Espana) in 1775-76. 
The route taken was, up from Nogales, Mexico, to Tubac 
and then Tucson, Arizona, entering into California 
through EI Centro. The 240 colonists and 40 soldiers then 
traveled through Pasadena, continuing to San Francisco. 
Strong genealogical ties can be found existing between 
families of Horcasitas, Mexico, Tubac, Arizona and the 
founding fathers of San Francisco. Numerous 
genealogical and historical societies in California are 
actively involved in the project. 

For more information about Hispanic research, contact the 
member supported, non-profit group, Society Hispanic 
Historical and Ancestral Research, SHHAR, PO Box 
5294, Fullerton, CA 92646. 

COOK YOUR BOOKS 
from Historical and Genealogical Society of Indiana 

County Newsletter, Sept. 1994, #9. 

The Library of Congress actually "cooks" any books they 
suspect contain silverfish, lice or cockroaches. Using 
dangerous and costly chemicals to keep their collections 
free from insects was impractical, so instead, they place 
the book in a microwave oven and "cook" it for six 
seconds on WARM or LOW settling. The heat kills the 
insects and any eggs. If you pick up a suspect book at a 
flea market or from an old attic or basement, you may 
wish to use this method to be sure the book is free of 
insects before placing on your bookshelf. BE SURE 
THERE ARE NO P MER CLIPS, STAPLES OR 
OTHER METAL ATTACHED to the book or binding 
before you microwave it, or pop goes the microwave. 

POLISH GENEALOGICAL 
RESEARCH 

from Pennsylania Ethnic Studies Newsletter 
Winter 1990 

The Polish Museum of America Library in Chicago is like 
a treasure-trove of information on Polish genealogy. In 
addition to general books about Polish ancestry and how 
to research your Polish background, the library also 
contains vast amounts of books and microfilm with 
research data, such as: an index of about 2000 
genealogical applications covering 8,265 surnames; an 
ancestor index card file which tells who is working on 
which ancestral name and lists the researcher, the 
ancestor's name, birth and death, place of residence, 
spouse, children and family member, etc.; and a map of all 
the Catholic parishes in Poland; as well as many books on 
Polish family heraldry, which feature colored pictures of 
family coat of arms. 

The Polish Genealogical Society cooperates with other 
independent genealogical societies in the United States, 
and can often refer researcher to places where they can 
obtain information, it it cannot be found here in Chicago. 
The Polish Museum Library, located at 984 North 
Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60622, is open to the public 
Monday and Friday 1:00-7:30 PM; Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 10 AM to 6 PM; and Saturday 12:00 
to 5:00PM. Many books about Poland and genealogical 
research are available in the English language, too. For 
information about the Polish Genealogical society call 
Edward Peckwas, President at (312) 586-4242. 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

The National Archives has begun to move 800,000 cubic 
feet of records from several facilities to Archives 11, a new 
building in College Park, Maryland. This move will be 
ongoing through 1996. If you are planning a research trip 
witlnn the next three years, please verify with each 
reference branch that records you want to see will be 
available. You may check on the status of records by 
writing to the specific Division, or calling (202)-501-
5400. 

This information is from the Mahoning Meanderings, 
Mar-1994, Vol. 18 and was previously printed in the OGS 
Newsletter, Vol. 24, #12, Dec. 1993. 
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TRACING YOUR DUTCH FAMILY 
The Family Tree - June/July 1994 

Genealogists who trace their families to an early Dutch 
settler will fmd a true treasure of infonnation in the 
records from the early colony of New Netherland. In the 
17th century, the colony produced volumes of church 
records, court records and other documents. You'll find 
infonnation that will provide a look at the beliefs, habits 
and customs of the colonial Dutch. 

New Netherland existed from ca 1609 until 1674 and took 
in an area that went from Delaware Bay to the upper 
Hudson River. Families began to settle in the region about 
1624. It was just two years later that the Dutch bought 
Manhattan from the Indians and named it New 
Amsterdam. They made the new city their seat of 
government. 

Some of the ships that brought settlers to the new 
settlement were De Bontekoe (The spotted Cow), De 
Moesman (The Market Gardener), De Pereboom (The 
Pear Tree), De Geldersche Blom (The Flower of 
Gelderland), De BVergulde Bever (The Gilded Beaver), 
De Trouw (The Faith), De Hoope (The Hope), and De 
Gulden Arent (The Golden Eagle). 

In 1643, 18 languages were spoken in New Amsterdam, 
which tells us that not all the settlers were Dutch. Among 
the others were Scandinavians, Huguenots and a people 
known as "Walloons" from Belgium and the adjacent 
regions of France. These families, in many cases, later 
married into the families of their Dutch neighbors. 
Mainly, it was the young and the strong who came to the 
New world. Occupations ranged from wheelwrights, shoe 
makers, tanners and tailors, farmhands, carpenters, 
planters and government officials. 

Many of the emigrants used patronymic or matronymic 
surnames - which were fonned from the first name of the 
father or mother. Surnames such as CORNELISSENS, 
TEUNISSENS, LOURENSONS, JACOBSENS, 
PIETERSENS, and ADRIESENS were so common that 
researching a particular ancestor can be very difficult. 
Many settlers had the same first names as well. Many of 
these people often affixed their place of origin, with the 
preposition of location, to their names - to help distinguish 
themselves from each other. So, you may find your 
ancestor with surnames that include van (meaning "of'); 
te, ten ter ("at the"); and van der ("from the"). 

THE AMERICAN INDIAN 
ASSOCATION 

from Pennsylvania Ethnic Studies Newsletter 
Winter 1990 

The American lndian Regional Association (AlRA), a 
quad-state/non-profit association, began with a group of 
western Pennsylvania area residents who wanted to offer 
the lndian community a means to maintain contact with 
other Indian people and to share the rich heritage of the 
native American peoples. 

AlRA offers education and cultural programs. It presents 
an opportunity for the general public and Native 
Americans to better understand the histories, traditions 
and contemporary problems of Native Americans. AIRA 
is not an Indian Center and provides no social services, but 
rather works as a regional clearinghouse to facilitate the 
flow of infonnation regarding contemporary native 
Americans to both Indians and non-Indians alike. 

AlRA members can experience cross-cultural sharing 
which results in the further preservation of their Native 
American heritage and affords members - both Indians 
and non-Indians - the opportunity for active involvement. 
The Association invites individual, family, and 
organizational memberships. For more infonnation call: 
1- 412-661-0504. 

ALSACE-LORRAINE BOUNDARIES 
from The Highpoint, September 1994 

(previously from The Tree Climber, via Antique Week) 

The changing boundaries of Alsace-Lorraine provide a 
challenge to persons researching ancestors in that area. 
Until the end of the Thirty Years War in 1648, Alsace
Lorraine was Gennan territory. Alsace then became 
French - as did Lorraine in 1766. When the modern state 
of Gennany was created in 1871, Alsace-Lorraine became 
Gennan once again and remained so until the end of WWI 
in 1919. Since that time, it has been a part of France. 
When tracing genealogy in this area, check your time 
period to avoid confusion. 

Did you know that present day Tennessee was part oj 
North Carolina until 1790? 
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NEWSPAPER TREASURES 
by John W. Heisey, Pennsylvania Magazine 

July/August 1993 

Although many researchers turn to the print news media 
for genealogical information at times, they may not make 
complete use of sources of data. If you're in doubt, read 
on, and then go back to some of those old "rags" and dig 
through them in detail. 

For most of us, newspapers are our sources of information 
on marriages, births, and deaths. However, prior to 1830, 
marriage and death notices were seldom found in 
American newspapers. And even if you do fmd a 
marriage or death announcement in such an early paper, 
the mention will usually be quite short and laconic -- "A 
child of Mr. Green drowned last week in the millrace." 
The child's age or name or the father's name or address 
may not be stated. Not too helpful, is it? 

More information is usually found about marriages and 
deaths after the end of the Civil War. Births seldom were 
mentioned in papers until late in the 19th century, so don't 
bother looking for them earlier than around 1880-1890. 

About the only exception to the above statements concerns 
extraordinary events. Especially gruesome deaths (mass 
murders), unusual human interest affairs ("May
December" marriages) or any vital data concerning 
famous people in this country or elsewhere were 
considered newsworthy enough to be printed. 

Local papers before the Civil War usually consisted of 
four pages, with the first two generally reserved for 
foreign and/or national news. Local news was seldom 
mentioned, with pages 3 and 4 devoted to advertisements 
of all kinds. Marriage and death notices were usually 
placed on page 3 and sometimes on page 2. 

In spite of these shortcomings, searching these old papers 
can provide valuable genealogical data. For instance, 
early newspapers abound in notices of estate settlements, 
usually stating that an individual had died and that anyone 
having a claim against the estate of the deceased should 
contact the executor or administrator. 

Prior to our more efficient postal service, letters for 
individuals were usually left at a local tavern or inn or 
even a newspaper office. Lists of those who had letters 
waiting for them were then printed in the local paper as 

notices. Researching these lists can be valuable In 

learning where your forebears were living. 

More usual (but of interest to researchers) notices found 
in those early papers concerned runaway slaves, 
indentured servants, apprentices, animals and even 
spouses - especially wives. Any of these might provide a 
tidbit of human interest for your family tree, and even a 
hint of scandal or the reason why some family members 
are reluctant to talk about the "skeleton" in the closet. 

Now that I have ignited your interest about old 
newspapers, the next detail is finding the right papers to 
check. Most folks will probably ask about early local 
newspapers at the appropriate public library or a county 
historical or genealogical society. While these sources 
may provide some papers, the run of them (series of 
consecutive issues) may be small. Furthermore, lost 
issues of the paper may be just the ones you need. In that 
case, your search must be widened. 

This isn't the problem you might expect since other 
libraries could have the missing issues. The fly in the 
ointment is finding those libraries. Fortunately, we 
genealogists have an excellent source to check and it can 
be found in many public libraries through the reference 
librarian. 

The Pennsylvania Newspapers and Selected Out-of-State 
Newspapers, compiled by Louis F. Rauco, was published 
in 1976 by the General Library Bureau, State Library of 
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Department of Education, 
Harrisburg, P A. 

Please note that this reference covers only those papers on 
file in the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission (the archives building) or in the state library. 
Holdings in other libraries are not noted. 

Data in this paperbound booklet lists information 
alphabetically by county. The name of every newspaper, 
a brief history of its publishing span, any changes in its 
name, and the frequency of publishing are given under 
each colmty heading. 

Other necessary information lists the dates of publication 
under each name and the name of the town where issued. 
Spelled out, too, are the inclusive dates for holdings of 
each paper found in the state library or the archives, and 
whether the papers are originals or on microfilm. 
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The holdings of these two state offices are limited 
regarding out-of-state papers to only 26 states (plus a few 
publications from Canada and England). 

If you need to extend your search to listings of newspapers 
in libraries all over the United States, you should consult 
Winifred Gregory's American Newspapers, 1821-1936; A 
Union List of Files Available in the United States and 
Canada, which first appeared in 1937. It was reprinted in 
1967 by Kraus, New York, and contains references of 
newspapers located in over 3,600 libraries, including 
Pennsylvania papers found in Pennsylvania and other 
repositories and libraries. So your search for news data 
on your family might not be in vain. Read those papers! 

John W. Heisey, of York, is a professional genealogist, 
author, lecturer and teacher of genealogy. 

ALLEGHENY MAP FOR SALE 
Stacy Niedecker - North Hills News Record 

Saturday, October 8, 1994 

The Allegheny City Society is selling full-color 
lithographs of the official 1899 map of the City of 
Allegheny, now Pittsburgh's North Side. The maps will 
be suitable for framing. They are $18.75 if ordered before 
Nov. 25, they will be $25 latter. 

To order: Send a check for $22,74 (which includes tax 
and postage) to Allegheny City Society Inc., 3 Allegheny 
Center Suite 322, Pittsburgh, PA 15212. Or to charge 
by VISA or Master Card, call 322-8807. 

MEXICAN WAR VETERANS 

The Descendents of Mexican War Veterans offers to 
check the Mexican War Pension Index free of charge. 
Write DMWV National Office, 1114 Pacific, Richardson, 
TX 75081. 

Applicants for membership need only supply their 
ancestor's name, rank, unit name or number and dates of 
service. Individuals lacking a qualifying ancestor can 
apply as an associate member. Full Menlbership is $15 a 
year, associate $10 per year. Send information to the 
above address. Members receive 4 newsletters a year. 
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SAVE THE RAILROAD RETIREMENT 
BOARD PENSION PAPERS 

The Federation of Genealogical Societies, in cooperation 
with the Michigan Genealogical COlmcil, is spear-heading 
an initiative to have the National Archives and Records 
Administration change the retention schedule for the 
Railroad Retirement Board Pension Papers. Currently, 
the majority of these records are destroyed thirty-five 
years after the payment of tlle last claim. [See the article, 
"Your Records, Your Choice" in the Summer issue of the 
FGS Forum for more details.] On July 29, 1994, the 
Acting Archivist of the United States, Dr. Trudy 
Peterson, contacted Federation President Curt Witcher 
and expressed a willingness to discuss the retention of 
these records. The Federation of Genealogical Societies is 
asking you, as a member of the genealogical c011ll11unity, 
to pen a letter of support for retaining the Railroad 
Retirement Board's records on a permanent basis. 

The letters of support should be addressed as shown below 
and mailed to the Federation of Genealogical Societies' 
office in Salt Lake City, UT. 

Dr. Trudy Peterson, Acting Archivist 
National Archives and Records Administration 

c/o Curt B. Witcher, President 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 

P.O. Box 3385 
Salt lake City, UT 84110-3385 

It would be most beneficial if letters of support would 
include some mention of the following: 

• 

• 

• 

Identify yourself as a genealogist and remind the 
Acting Archivist that genealogist and local history 
researchers represents the largest constituent group of 
the National Archives and its regional branches. 

Indicate that the Railroad Retirement Board Pension 
Papers represent an important record group for you as 
a family or local historian, and that you are interested 
in seeing this unique record preserved for both 
contemporary researches and future generations of 
researchers and scholars .. 

Thank Dr. Peterson for her willingness to engage in a 
meaningful dialog regarding the preservation and 
permanent retention of the Railroad Retirement 
Pension Papers, and encourage her and her staff to 
move with dispatch toward resolution of this issue. 
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HISTORY OF THE UNUSUAL IN 
HARMONY 

condensed from an article by Shelby Ruch, Wednesday, 
July 20, 1994 - Horse Trading Days 

The little town of Harmony with its large brick buildings 
has been known for nearly two centuries as a place where 
the unusual happens. 

Pious German separatists settled here in 1804 and banded 
together in a communal society to await the second 
coming of Christ. George RAPP was the spiritual leader 
of the Harmony Society. Their goal was to achieve 
harmony among members and with God. (Hence the name 
Harmony Society) 

The Harmonists became famous far beyond the western 
Pennsylvania hills for their phenomenal productively and 
unusual customs, including celibacy which they adopted 
during a revial in 1807. 

I~ is no accident that Harmony resembles a European 
VIllage. The layout is copied from Iptingen, Rapp's home 
town and other villages in Wurttemburg, which the 
Harmonists left in pursuit of religious freedom. 

The Society represented a paradox - a communal group 
spiritually set apart from the world whose industry and 
work made them successful capitalists. 

According to historian Dr. Karl Arndt who chronicled the 
Harmonists' history, Rapp and his followers terraced hills 
planted vineyards, fields and orchards, and established 
three small settlements on their 6,000 acres where flocks 
of sheep were soon producing wool for cloth milled in the 
town, 

A year after settling Harmony - originally spelled 
Harmonie - they had cleared 200 acres and built 50 log 
houses, a bam and machine shop. They dug a three
quarter mile long mill race to service their first grist mill, 
located on Scholar's Run north of town. 

By the end of the second year, 600 acres were cleared, a 
four-acre vineyard set out and a distillery, tannery, 
brickyard, sawmill and large brick granary erected. A 
brewery, rope walk and warehouses were soon completed. 

In 1806 Society members built an inn (destroyed by fire a 
few years later, after the fire a brick hotel was built on the 
site and Sapienza's Market currently occupies the 

building), the next year opened a store which served both 
members and outsiders, and in 1808 built a meeting house 
in the center of town and a 220-foot long bridge over the 
Connoquenessing. The large warehouse with a wine cellar 
and several mills were completed in 1809, and the next 
year, they began operating a factory with a wool-carding 
machine and two spinning jennies to produce broadcloth 
from the wool of Merino sheep. 

The Society's meeting house with its upper story 
supported by eight pillars, contained a granary large 
enough for several thousand bushels of grain. The 
meeting house was enlarged in 1929 and is now owned by 
Grace Church. 

The Society attracted immigrants from many German 
towns and numbered about 800 members by 1809. By 
that time the Society was nearly self-sufficient with 
enough surplus goods to sell in their store and trade across 
the state through business agents in Pittsburgh, Lancaster 
and Philadelphia. 

After 10 years in Harmony, the Harmony Society moved 
to southwest Indiana where they founded New Harmony. 
Abraham ZIEG LER of eastern Pennsylvania purchased 
Harmony from the Society, ushering in the town's 
Mennonite era. 

Visitors are welcome in Harmony where they may visit the 
Harmony Museum, located in an 1809 warehouse. 
Museum exhibits explain the Harmonist's beliefs, lifestyle 
and major industries. The museum wine cellar looks as it 
did 184 years ago. The building, another Harmonisthouse 
and Mennonite log house are open for tours at various 
times during the year. The Harmony National Historic 
Landmark District has about two dozen Harmonist 
structures. 

LAWS OF GENEOLOGY 
from The NW Missouri Genealogical Society 

and T.L. & M. Genealogy 

The most used laws of Geneology are: The Will you need 
is in the safe on board the Titanic; Copies of old 
newspapers have holes which occur only on the last 
names; The critical link in your family tree - when you 
finally discover it - is named "Smith". 
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BITS AND PIECES 

FEES AT WRHS LffiRARY 
from Lake Lines, July 1994 Issue 

Western Reserve Historical Society is now charging $.75 
per half hour or a maximum of $6.00 for the day. Those 
with Sustaining Memberships of $125 or more will not be 
charged. Daily fee for Seniors is $4.00. If you spend $15 
or more on books and materials, including photocopies, 
your ticket will be validated free. You can voice your 
opinion to President, Douglas N Barr, or Executive 
Director Richard L. Ehrlich. Research at WRHS becomes 
EXPENSIVE when you consider addmission, parking 
and photocopies. 

UNITED GERMANY MAP A V ~ABLE 
from The Highpoint, Vol. 25, No.8, Sept, 1994 

For those researchers interested in Germany, a free 
colorful map of United Germany is available from the 
German Information Center, 950 Third Ave., New York, 
NY 10022. 

A SEAFARING MAN? 

If your American ancestor went to sea in the 1800s he , 
may have applied for a certificate to protect him from 
impressment by Great Britain and other foreign powers. 
The certificate program lasted from 1796 to 1897. For 
information write Archieves Division, National Archivws, 
Washington, DC 20408. 

INovo 15 - ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION I 

NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS 
c/o Northland Public Library 
300 Cumberland Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-5455 

FIRST 
CLASS 




