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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Hi Everyone! First, I want to thank all the people who 
turned out for the cemetery reading. There were a total of 
twelve of us, and we had a beautiful day for the project. 
Everyone did a fantastic job reading the stones and 
recording the information. It's down hill from here, guys. 
That is, for all of us except our typists, Gwen and Elissa. 
I'm sorry the reading date wasn't convenient for the others 
who volunteered to participate. We would like to take on 
another like project in the future, so you'll have another 
chance to participate if we do. 

Don't forget to sign up for the Christmas social at Old 
Economy with lunch at a local restaurant. See the 
Newsletter for details. If you don't make it to the 
November meeting to sign up but want to go, let me know, 
and I will pass the information on to Rosemary Miller, our 
Field Trip Chair. Reservations for this social need to be 
made before Thanksgiving. 

We have a great line-up to kick off the New Year. Lesle 
Dunn will be with us in January speaking on 
"Passports and Other Goodies" and Marilyn Holt from 
TIle Carnegie Library will be with us in February talking 
about doing genealogical research at the Library. Both 
are great speakers. 

Our next Board meeting will be Tuesday, January 3, 1995, 
in meeting room #2 at the Northland Library. Everyone is 
invited to attend. A special welcome to our new members 
Jerry Cox, Carole and Ron Lejeune, Margaret Bucklad, 

Darlane Abel, Lynette Pirrung, Lois Bires and Thomas 
and Martha Wiseman. Welcome aboard. 

This will be our last Newsletter for the year, so I want to 
extend my best wishes to all of you for a great holiday 
season. HAPPY THANKSGIVING, HAPPY 
HANUKKAH, MERRY CHRISTMAS, and HAPPY 
NEW YEAR to all of you. Hope to see you at the social. 

I also want to thank all our Officers, Committee Chairs, 
Newsletter Staff, and Volunteers. Without all of you and 
your help, my job would be a tough one. Thanks to all of 
you, and a very special HAPPY HOLIDAYS to one and 
all. Ginny 

GENEALOGY FORMS FOR SALE 

Elissa Powell, one of our members, is now a representative 
for "SKELETON CLOSET". Elissa is selling forms and 
other research materials. She has 47 different forms for 
sale. She will not be at the November meeting but her 
catalogue of materials for sale will be there. If you were 
unable to be at the meeting or missed the catalogue you 
may call Ellisa at home (935-6961) and arrange to see the 
materials at her home. There is a price advantage through 
December 1994. Elissa will be at the January meeting but 
the prices will be higher in 1995. So go ahead and buy 
yourself or a friend some forms or other research materials 
for a Christmas present and get the materials at good price. 

BUY IN 1994 AND SAVE! 
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WHERE GENEALOGIST MEET 

Saturday, Dec. 3 at 9:30 a.m. - Social, tour of Old 
Economy followed by lunch at a local resturant. Call 
Ginny Skander (443-1460) before Thanksgiving to make 
your reservation. 

Saturday, Dec. 10th at 10:00 a.m. - W.P.G.S. meeting at 
the Historical Society Bldg., 4338 Bigelow Blvd. 
Program: At 10:00 a.m. Michael Murphy of the 
Prothonotary Office and at 1:00 p.m. Nancy Singleton 
will discuss the census of 1920. Bring a brown bag 
lunch. 

Tuesday, Jan 3 at 7:30 p.m. - NHG Board meeting in 
meeting room #2 at Northland Library. All NHG 
members are always welcome at all Board meetings. 

Saturday, Jan.-H at 10:00 a.m. - W.P.G.S. meeting at 
Trinity Cathedral downtown. Call for program details .. 

Tuesday, Jan 17 at 7:00 p.m. - NHG regular meeting 
at the Northland Library. Program: Lesle Dunn speaking 
on "Passports and Other Goodies". 

Saturday, Feb. 11 at 10:00 a.m. - W.P.G.S. meeting at 
Trinity Cathedral dowtown. Call for program details. 

Tuesday, Feb . .-ll at 7:00 p.m. - NHG regular meeting 
at the Northland LIbrary. Program: Marilyn Holt from 
the Carnegie Library. 

QUERIES 

Searching the names NEFF, Lancaster County; 
W ANDRISCO, Pittsburgh, or VON PRISKA, born 
Pilsen, Czechoslovakia & lived Vienna Austria· 
MARTIN, Pittsburgll and Belfort France;' Herma~ 
SCHMITT of Herman, P A, Butler County, SUlllIDit 
Twp.; Marcus EYTH of Slippery Rock, PA - ran hotel 
there 1850; and Amos THOMAS of Indiana, PA near 
McGee's Mills. Send infonnation to Ginny Neff 
Campbell, 5332 Hardt Road Gibsonia PA 15044 , , . 

Researching GUTHRIE, Green Co., PA; DANKO, 
Slovakia, Czech.; KOZAK, Bohemia, Czech. Contact 
Lorrie Guthrie, 434 Prestley Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106. 

ROBERTSON - North Boros - Lawenceville Scotland· ,. , 

HOERR - Troy Hill & Geffilally. Contact Carol Ranker, 
2448 Brandt School Rd., Wexford, PA 15090. 

Researching the . surnames RARIE, REARICK, 
YOUNG, GROVE (GROFF), BEER, OBLINGER, 
FAUSTNAUGHT (FOSSENACHT), GILL, 
BEATTY, BAIR (BEAR), BENNINGER, and 
WILLIAMS. Send Information to Lois Bires, 540 
Sunset Drive, M. R. # 2, Baden, P A 15005. 

JEAKINS in Champaign County, IL and England; 
BOYER, Old Allegheny City, PA and Gennany; 
ZILIATIS in Southside Pittsburgh and Lithuania. Send 
Infonnation to Karen Boyer, 106 Idaway Drive, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237. 

Researching the surnames KOTCHEY in Austria and 
Bohemia; EISENGART in Saxony and Germany; 
NOECHEL in Gennany. Send infonnation to Eileen 
Kotchey, 3934 Summers Drive, Allison Park, PA 15101. 

Researching the surnames JARVIS in Ireland and 
Forward Township, PA; NASH, and McMILLEN in 
Beaver County, P A; STARKEY in Harrision County, 
WV; MILLER in Ross Township, PA; LINDER in 
Northside Pittsburgh, P A. Send information to Jo Ann 
and Robert Jarvis, 4129 Surrey Drive, Allison Park, PA 
15101. 

WUNDERLICK and W ARZYNSKI of Southside 
Pittsburgh, PA; WILK and FABER of Pittsburgh, PA. 
Send information to Nancy Long, 1342 Quail Run Circle, 
Bethel Park, P A 15102. 

Reseraching the surnames KALBAUGHJKALBACH 
of Berks County and Western Maryland; WILLIAMS of 
Fayette and Westmoreland Counties, P A. Send 
infonnation to Vera Avetta, 146 Gene Drive, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15237-1127. 

Researching the surnames FAIRCHILD of Duluth MN· 
McCHILD of Great Falls, Montana. Send info~atio~ 
to Betty Beals, 2919 Kilcairn Lane, Allison Park, PA 
15101. 

Researching the surnames CUMMINGS, CRILLY and 
DONNELLY of Indiana, Jefferson, and Westmoreland 
Counties, PA and Mahoning County, Ohio. Send 
infonnation to John Cummings, 1097 Freeport Road, 
Mars, PA 16046. 

Researching the surnames BROWNING, HARWELL 
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and PINKSTON of NC, SC and AL. Send information 
to Richard Browning, 8436 Post Road, Allison Park, PA 
15101. 

Researching the surnames IDGBEE, MULLEN, 
GORDON, and CRAIG of Allegheny City, PA. Send 
information to Barbara Schmitt, 4022 Cook Rd., 
Gibsonia, PA 15044. 

Researching the surnames FIX of Sharpsburg and 
Lawrenceville, P A; CHAMBERS of Lawrenceville and 
Parkers Landing, P A; and PLOMIN of Millvale, P A. 
Send information to Ann Wetzel, 1801 Shaler Drive, 
Glenshaw, PA 15116. 

Researching the name WHITE of Bedford, Green, 
Fayette and Washington Counties, PA. Send information 
to John White, 127 Oak Manor Drive, Natrona Hts. PA 
15065. 

Researching the surnames MOORE, KINSELLA, 
QUINN, PITANN, BUSSE, SMITH, CUNNIGHAM, 
GRAMZ (GRAMC), PlZEM and SUNDSTROM of 
Pittsburgh, PA. Send information to John Moore, 8712 
Peebles Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Researching the surnames ENNIS of Wyoming and 
Luzerne Counties, PA; JONES of Plymouth, PA and 
Wales; METCALF of Luzerne County, PA and England; 
WILLIAMS of Edwardsville, PA, and Ystalytera, Wales. 
Send information to Sue Ennis, 206 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Zelienople, P A 16063. 

Researching the surnames SAYRE of New Jersey and 
BRADY, Mass; STUBBE of Erie County, P A; O'NEIL 
of Cambria County, PA; FRY of Erie County; PA. Send 
information to Sherry Brady, 9518 Springfield Drive, 
Allison Park, PA 15101. 

Researching the surnames SALISBURY of Valparaiso, 
IN; HIRST of Titusville, P A; SCULL of Cape May 
County, NJ; DINWIDDIE of Hebron, IN; General 
information on Marsh Creek Settlement on lands owned by 
William Penn in Adams County, PA in mid-to-Iate 1700's. 
Send information to Judith M. Salisbury, 121 Needle Point 
Rd., Evans City, PA 16033. 

Researching the surnames BUTLER, HOPKINS, 
FAIRLEY, DAILEY, PARKER, FINNEGAN, 
CLARK, KIERNAN (? on spelling) from Old Allegheny 
City and Manchester and Woodsrun sections of N. S. 
Pittsburgh. Send information to Margaret Bucklad, 120 
Jacks Run Rd., Pittsburgh PA 15214. 

BEGINNERS CORNER 

Question: What is a Marriage Bond? 

Answer: Marriage bonds, regardless of the locality, are 
legal documents requiring the prospective groom to marry 
the prospective bride or else forfeit the amount of the 
bond. As such, they are helpful in the absence of an actual 
record of marriage. The marriage date was usually a few 
days to a month after the date of the bond. As implied 
above, they are not positive proof that the marriage took 
place, although this usually occurred. The bondsman was 
often a relative of the bride or groom (in my experience, 
usually a brother) which means that marriage bonds are 
also useful in proving that this particular person was alive 
and in that particular locality at the time. The bonds also 
include the autograph of the groom and the bondsman, for 
those interested in collecting ancestral autographs or in 
leaming whether the persons had sufficient education to 
sign their names. 

One note of caution: I once sent to a county clerk for a 
copy of a marriage certificate or license, only to receive a 
copy of the marriage bond instead. I assumed this meant 
that the actual marriage records no longer existed, only to 
find out some years later that they did. 

Just to summarize this, here's what the bond will give you: 

1) Date of the bond (as mentioned above, usually before 
the actual wedding) 
2) Maiden name of bride 
3) Name of groom, and his signature/mark 
4) Name of bondsman, and his signature/mark 
5) Name of minister 
6) Name of a witness (often bride's father, or brother of 
bride/groom) 

Shortly after the Civil War NC began using marriage 
licenses instead of bonds. These were much more detailed, 
including things such as age of bride and groom, their 
parents' names and whether they are alive or dead, and 
usually three witnesses. They have not been indexed and 
are stored on microfilm by county, indexed by beginning 
letter of surname and year. They are stored at the NC 
Archives. However, some courthouses maintained indexes 
of these marriages and they are still located at the 
courthouses. 

The above answer came from Daemon, lnternet July 31, 
1993 
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BOOK REVIEW 

GENEALOGY SOFTWARE 
by Jack Sanders on Internet, 5 May 1993 

Finally, there's a really good book on genealogy 
programs. "Guide to Genealogy Software" will answer 
countless questions for many of us who have been 
bewildered by the wide array of programs available to do 
genealogies. 

The 195 - page softcover reviews 41 genealogy programs, 
86 genealogy utilities, and 28 other programs "useful to 
genealogists" (such as shareware spelling checkers and 
indexing programs). Of the genealogy programs covered, 
32 are GEDCOM compatible while nine are not. 
(GEDCOM, which means GEnealogical Data 
COMmunication, is the wonderful system that allows you 
to import and export your genealogy data among other 
genealogy programs. 

I can't think of a single good reason for using a non
GEDCOM genealogy program; it means you can't move 
your data to a new and better program you might find or 
to a program you might wish to use to print certain types 
of charts or reports, or it means you can't share data with 
others doing similar research. Authors Donna Przecha 
and Joan Lowrey share this feeling and urge budding 
computer genealogists to shun non-GEDCOM programs. 
Little space in the book is devoted to them. On the other 
hand, plenty of space is spent on the 32 GEDCOM
compatibles. What is particularly nice about "Guide to 
Genealogy Software" is that it offers samples of the more 
interesting and valuable printouts that various programs 
can produce. More than 70 different charts, reports and 
graphs are shown. This can help immensely in selecting a 
program (I myself was tempted to try a couple of new 
programs after seeing what they could do). 

For each of the major programs reviewed in the book, the 
authors provide information on the producer, prices, basic 
system needs, how data is entered and managed, what 
kinds of printed charts (and printer support) are available, 
special features, and a summary of some pros and cons -
including awards or ratings the program may have 
received from the Genealogical Computing newsletter. 

Also described, in the case of shareware programs, are the 
benefits of registering the programs with its author. (Most 
of the programs are shareware or have "evaluation 
versions" or "demos" available on bulletin boards.) 

The book opens with an extensive look at "the basics" of 
genealogical computing programs, how thy work, and 
what to expect. There is a particularly good section on 
different kinds of charts, graphs and reports, and how 
printers can deal with them. 

The book is fully indexed and includes a glossary to 
explain terms, and a rundown of a bunch of programs that 
were not covered in the book because the authors did not 
respond to queries or because support for them has been 
discontinued (though some may still show up on bulletin 
boards). 

"Guide to Genealogy Software" is a valuable book for 
anyone using a computer (and that means all of us!). No 
matter how much we like our own program, it's always 
good to look at others for special features they may offer. 
And with GEDCOM compatibility so widespread now, we 
can ship data back and forth with little effort. The book 
should be available in better libraries, as well as larger 
book stores, genealogy suppliers, societies, or directly 
from Genealogical Publishing Company, Dept. SM, 1001 
North Calvert Street, Baltimore MD 21202-3897. Cost is 
$24.95. 

ORIGINAL RESEARCH 

We know that a lot of you have found interesting things in 
your own personal research. We would love to print your 
information, stories and/or experiences. Mail your typed 
information (if you have a computer just send the 
information on a disk; don't format your story and save 
it as plain txt) to Marcia Coleman, 1950 Lammerton 
Drive, Allison Park PA 15101 or to North Hills 
Genealogists, c/o Northland Public Library, 300 
Cumberland Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237. 

DECEMBER SOCIAL 

Where: Tour of Old Economy 
When: Saturday, December 3, 1994 
Time: Tour at 9:30 a.m. - 11 :30 a.m. 
Lunch: Lunch at a local restaurant after the tour. 
Reservations: Call Ginny Skander at 443-1460 before 

Thanksgiving. 
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EDWARD FRAUENHEIM and 
LEOPOLD VILSACK 

by Jennifer DiNardo, Executive Report Magazine 
October 1994, Volume 13, Number 2, p.p JA7 & JA8. 

There are two men who often go unmentioned in historical 
accounts of Pittsburgh, overshadowed by the likes of 
Andrew CARNEGIE and Richard MELLON. Like 
Carnegie and Mellon, however, their legacy remains in 
Pittsburgh today. 

The two are Edward FRAUENBEIM and Leopold 
VILSACK founders of the Pittsburgh Brewing Co. Both 
were considered honorable, energetic and entetprising 
representatives of the great industrial interests of the. Iron 
City. Their business was considered to have an enVlable 
position among the manufacturers of the time, and to have 
extended the fame of Pittsburgh as a great business center. 

Brewing was big business in 19th century Pittsburgh, with 
hundreds of small brewers catering to the numerous blue
collar workers. While there are varying accounts of the 
start-up of the company, this much is certain -
Frauenheim and Vii sack ran the brewery that now 
operates as a subsidiary of Michael Carlow's Pittsburgh 
Food & Beverage Co. 

Most versions of the company's early years indicate that 
Frauenheim, August HOEVLER (also a German 
immigrant) and John MILLER ran the Bennent Brewery 
at 17th Street and Liberty Ave. Leopold Vilsack, the 
Pittsburgh-born son of German immigrants, joined the 
brewery in 1855 at age 17. Within three years Vilsack had 
become a partner. 

The Frauenheim and Vilsack partnerships was cemented 
when the two moved the plant to its present site at Liberty 
Avenue and 34th Street in Lawrenceville in the 1860's. 
Eventually the name became the Iron City Brewery. 
Among Iron City Brewing Co.'s many milestones was 
creating one of the first true lagers made in the United 
States. 

Around that time, the brewery employed 25 to 30 skilled 
workmen full time and manufactured about 50,000 barrels 
per year. Payroll averaged $1.300 a month. The value of 
the company's inventory (which averaged 10,000 barrels) 
and machinery was approximately $150,000. 

At the brewery, Frauenheim attended to the business 
details and financial aspects, while Vilsack managed the 
plant. Besides being co-owner of the brewery, Frauenheim 

was influential in financial circles until his death in 1891 
at age 71. He even served as a councilman for the 15th 

ward for a time. 

Not only were Frauenheim and Vilsack business partn~rs, 
they were in-laws. Frauenheim's son, Edward J. mamed 
Marie Antoinette Vii sack, one of 12 children of Leopold 
and Dorothy BLACK Vilsack. (The senior Frauenheim 
had seven children.) Edward J. Frauenheim eventually 
became vice president of the brewery. 

Prior to entering the brewery business, Vii sack worked on 
his father's farm in Shaler township, and attended 
Shatpsburg Public School along with St. Philomena. 

Vii sack became a respected businessman and one of the 
largest real estate holders in Pittsburgh. As a 
businessman, investor and/or director, he was involved in 
Aliquippa Steel Co., Vii sack-Martin Co., Epping
Catpenter Co., Allegheny Plate Glass Co., German 
National Bank, East End Savings and Trust Co., National 
Union Fire Insurance Co., City Insurance Co., and Ohio 
River Improvement Co. 

"Many men have accepted more official positions and 
have acquired a grater degree of publicity than Leopold 
Vii sack, but few indeed have had more actual influence in 
the world of affairs or have contributed more worthily to 
the maintenance of the industrial and financial fabric," 
says George Thornton Flen-ung, the author of "History of 
Pittsburgh and Environs." 

Both Frauenheim and Vilsack were said to have had 
generous and compassionate natures. 

One instance of Vilsack's benevolence occurred after the 
Johnstown flood. Vilsack contributed a large sum of 
money, cancelled outstanding accounts and offered capital 
for rebuilding - all to benefit flood victims. 

Vilsack also took care of those close to him. He 
maintained a private pension list of less fortlll1ate friends 
and employees, and made provisions for them in their old 
age. And as a devoted Catholic, he gave freely to churches 
and cathedrals. The Frauenheims, too, were credited with 
having set an "example of unselfish, constant generosity" 
to the church, according to the "History of Pittsburgh." 

In 1899, Iron City merged with 20 other city brewers to 
form the Pittsburgh Brewing Co. At the time, the merger 
made Pittsburgh Brewery Co. the largest brewery in 
Pennsylvania and the third largest in the country. 
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Vilsack, who died at age 69 in 1907, left the brewing 
business in the hands of two of his children - Edward and 
Joseph Vilsack - and three offspring of his partner -
Aloysius, Edward J. and A.A. Frauenheim. 

OLD ECONOMY VILLAGE 
Old Economy Village pamphlet, published by the 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. 

Old Economy Village, the third and final home of the 
Harmony Society, was built by one of America's most 
successful Christian communal groups. The group, under 
the leadership of George Rapp (1757-1847), first settled 
in Butler County (see "History of the Unusual in 
Hannony", North Hills Genealogists Newsletter, October 
1994). Their second home was in Posey County, Indiana. 
They stayed ten years in each, building and naming their 
towns Hannony. The towns were designed by Frederick 
Rapp (1775-1834), the adopted son of the founder. 

In 1824, the Hannony Society returned to Beaver County 
and built their third home, "Oekonomie" from the 
primeval forest overlooking the Ohio River. The society 
gained worldwide recognition for its religious devotion 
and economic prosperity. 

By 1825 they had constructed cotton and woolen factories 
powered and heated by steam engines, and developed 
centralized steam laundries and a dairy. They built shops 
for blacksmiths, tanners, hatters, wagonmakers, 
cabinetmakers and turners, linen weavers, potters, and 
tinners. Later, they developed a technology for high
quality silk for which they received gold medals during the 
exhibition competitions in Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia. 

Despite the Society's economic success, time and events 
brought its decline. In 1832, one third of the members left 
Old Economy under the leadership of Count de Leon, a 
self-proclaiming prophet. And, in 1847 Father Rapp died. 
Although the Harmonist leaders turned to new business 
ventures - railroads, oil production, and building Beaver 
Falls and its industrial complex - their economic vitality, 
like their membership, waned. By the end of the century 
only a few Hannonists remained. In 1905 the Society was 
dissolved. Afterwards, the site was acquired by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 1916 and now is 
administered by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission. JOIN US ON DECEMBER 3RD AT 
9:30 A.M. FOR A TOUR OF OLD ECONOMY. 

mSTORY IN MARBLE AND GRANITE 
by Grover Brinkman, Trails-a-way, October 1994 

"I told you I was sick!" Where was this admonition 
found? Not in a newspaper headline or sprawled in bold 
type on some tabloid. 

Who actually made this protest? A woman who was 
terminally ill. She asked that it be engraved on her 
tombstone. Y ou'll find it today in an old pioneer burial 
ground within the United States. 

Y ou'll fmd various other oddities as epitaphs on 
tombstones, once you start a genealogy search in 
cemeteries, one of the fastest growing hobbies in the 
nation. 

As genealogy grows in popularity, so does cemetery 
visitation. The older the graveyard, the greater the search. 
For here are found ancient stones, the patina of time often 
dulling the inscriptions, where "Uncle Henry" or "Aunt 
Martha" was laid to rest years ago. 

In the long-ago time frame of pre-Civil War days, epitaphs 
were much more elaborate than today. Often there was 
quaint humor and odd bits of humor. If Uncle Zeke was a 
horse thief, it would be mentioned in some subtle way on 
his tombstone. 

Visit some of the boothill cemeteries in the Southwest if 
you want to record unusual epitaphs. Often the only 
existing record concerning a relative or friend is the faded 
lettering on an old, marble tombstone. The really old 
stones, remember, were of marble, before the popularity of 
granite, and the patina of time eroded them much more 
quickly. Anyone who browses old cemeteries knows how 
true that is. 

Here are a few unusual epitaphs found on ancient stones: 

On the stone of a Midwestern woman, evidently an old 
maid: "No Hits, No Runs, No Heirs." 

On the stone of John Kinyon, an lllinoisan: "Remember, 
friend, as you pass by; as you are now so once was 1. As 
I am now you soon will be, so prepare for death and follow 
me." Underneath this verse, some graffiti artist used a can 
of red paint to produce the following lettering: "To follow 
you, I'll not consent, until I know which way you went. " 

On the east end of Valmeyer, the lllinois town that was 
completely inundated by the Mississippi flood of 1993, the 
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entire town is being removed to higher ground - but not 
the cemetery. On the oversized stone of Lazarus and 
Nancy Webb is an inscription that is so ridiculous many 
people believe it is untrue (but church records say 
otherwise): "Sixteen children, 151 grandchildren, 815 
great-grandchildren; 1,192 great-great-grandchildren, and 
75 great-great-great grandchildren." And underneath this 
amazing statistic, a Biblical verse; "Go ye forth and 
multiply and replenish the earth." 

All over the nation, one sees ancient cemeteries eroded by 
the land developers. A senior citizen in Monroe County, 
Illinois, pointed out several farm buildings where the 
foundation was old tombstones. On one of these same 
farms, a sidewalk leading from the farmyard to the house 
was made of flat graveyard markers, the epitaphs turned 
toward the earth so they would not show. 

Our cemeteries, of course, span many generations. 
People were laid to rest on hillsides, along the new trails 
leading west, on the vast prairies, and at new western 
towns that overnight had some rocky hillside laid out as a 
boothill cemetery. Often the epitaph was harsh and blunt, 
for instance this grave of a man killed in the California 
gold rush: "He called Bill Smith a Liar." 

At other cemeteries, spelling attracts vIsitors. For 
example, frontiersman Kit Carson's grave near Taos, New 
Mexico, is a mecca for camera buffs for the word 
"cemetery" is spilled wrong. Over the grave of a man who 
was killed in an explosion: "He rests here in pieces." 

I often pass a cemetery with a thought: "Why is this one 
unusual?" That happened at the little town of St. Rose, 
Illinois, where all the stones in a large cemetery are 
exactly alike. I asked why, and found out it was the desire 
of a early priest who stressed equality. 

Now, at long last, mortuary people tell us the personal 
tombstone is coming back. For instance, in a Carbondale, 
lllinois, cemetery is a large stone on the grave of the late 
cartoonist, Moon Mullins, whose real name was Frank H. 
Willard. Moon is right there on the stone, cigar and all, 
grinning at us. 

Often one finds old stones made entirely by hand, the 
lettering carved with a chisel, crude but legible, words 
even misspelled such as this one: "The manner of her 
death was thus: she was druv over by a bus." 

One even finds tombstones made of wood. One of these 
in an Oakdale, lllinois, cemetery looks good, although it 

is a century old. The wood is walnut. 

Personal epitaphs are not new. They started prior to the 
Civil War, then disappeared almost completely. Only 
names and dates were used, nothing else. Now the 
personal verses are back. One sees trucks, engines, autos, 
horses, even bulls on recent tombstones, plus a short 
explanation. 

More and more, epitaphs are turning humorous. No one 
knows why, but here is an example of a man who died on 
the prairie: "Beneath this stone, a lump of Clay, Lies 
Uncle Peter Daniels who, in the early month of May, took 
off his winter flannels." 

There are errors and untruths on stones as well. In 
Sandoval, lllinois, is a monument to the town physician 
that is topped by a huge stone said to be a meteorite the 
doctor found on his farm. He supposedly dug it up and 
had it mounted atop his monument, which made the stone 
the subject of many cameras. But sending a chip off the 
stone to NASA revealed it was not a meteorite, this 
defrocking a legend prevalent for years in the community. 

Not all monuments are for humans. A pet cemetery in the 
Midwest has more than a thousand marked graves for 
dogs, cats, birds and even rodents. The owner confided 
that he turned down only one burial - that of a young 
elephant which died in a circus. 

Perhaps one of the most famous "animal" graves is 
alongside I-57 in southern lllinois. This is a marker for a 
pig, King Neptune. In World War II days, the pig, a 
mascot in the Navy, is credited with raising more than $19 
million in war bonds. When the pig died, it was buried 
alongside a secondary road. Vandals found the stone and 
used sledge hammers on it, so it was moved to a lighted 
rest stop alongside the interstate. 

And nearby, at the small mountain town of Makanda, 
lllinois, is a large marker to a hound dog named Boomer, 
credited with saving a train from being wrecked at a 
flooded bridge. You never know what you might learn 
when you go "epitaphing." 

TIDBIT 

Genealogy is like potato salad - when you share it with 
others, it's a picnic. From the Sept. 1993 Northwestern 
Ohio Gen. Soc. Newsletter via the Rocky Mountain 
Buckeye, Vol. VI, No.1, AprilfMay 1994. 
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SUMMIT COUNTY RESEARCH 
The Highpoint, Vol. 25, No.4, April 1994 

Summit County Courthouse, 209 S High Street, Akron 
OH 44308. 

Probate Court - 1st floor - (216) 643-2352 where 
Birth & Death Records from 1868 to 20 Dec. 1908, 
Marriage Records from 1840 to present, indexes to Wills 
and Estates from 1840 to present and indexes 
Guardianships from 1840 to present are located. 

Summit County Safety Building, 53 University Ave., 
Akron Ohio 44308 

County Clerk of Courts Office - (216) 643-2211 
Has Civil and Criminal records from 1840 to present. 
Divorce records. Scattered Naturalization records starting 
in 1840's. 

Summit County Health Department, 3 locations; 
Within Akron City limits - JohnD. Morley Health 

Center, 177 S Broadway, Akron Ohio 44308 (216) 375-
2976. 

Within Barberton city limits - Barberton Health 
Department, 571 W Tuscarawas Ave., Barberton OH 
44203 (216) 745-6067. 

All other areas of Summit County - Summit 
County Health Department, 1100 Graham Road Circle, 
Cuyahoga Falls OR 44224 (216) 923-4891. 

These records are not open for public search. 
Requests can be made in person or by mail by providing 
the name and date of event. 

Summit County Recorder's Office, The Ohio Building, 
175 S Main St., Akron OR 44308, (216) 643-2719 has 
Land Records for 1840 to the present. This office also has 
the Soldier's Discharge papers dating back to the Civil 
War. 

Summit County Coroner's Office, 31 N Summit, Akron 
OH 44308, (216) 643-2101 is not open to public search. 
Requests for Coroner's Reports from the late 1800's to 
the present can be made in person or through the mail. 

Akron-Summit County Public Library, LLR Division, 
55 South Main St., Akron OH 44326-0001, (216) 762-
7621. The library has a vast amount of historical and 
genealogical material, they are too numerous to list. Some 
of the material pertaining to Summit County, Ohio are: 
County and Family Histories, Akron City Directories, 
Newspapers, Wills and Estates Index, Birth and Death 
indexes, Marriage records and Ohio Census microfilm 
from 1820 thru 1920. Address all inquires to Marian 

Davies, LLH Division. 

The University of Akron - Bierce Library, 302 E Buchtel 
Ave., Archival Services - room 269, Akron OH 44235, 
(216) 375-7670. This library is an archives for materials 
- many in their original form - from Ashland, Coshocton, 
Holmes, Portage, Richland, Stark, Summit, Tuscarawas 
and Wayne Counties. This facility is for public research 
only. 

Notice: The Summit County Chapter, OGH is not 
responsible for any changes in the information listed 
above. Changes can be made, without notice, by the 
offices in charge. It is always best to call or write for 
cu"ent policies and copy fees. 

UWM ARCHIVES OFF TO PENN 
STATE 

Stacy Niedecker - North Hills News Record 
Friday, Oct. 28, 1994 

Penn State will be the new home of the historical records 
of the United Mine Workers of America, the union has 
announced. 

The records, nearly 3,000 cubic feet of documents stored 
in cardboard boxes, will be placed in the school's labor 
archives, school spokeswoman Vicki Fong said. It might 
take a year to process all the records. 

The archives currently are spread out in three locations, 
the UMW A's Washington headquarters and two suburban 
warehouses. The records will be available to the public, 
UMW president Richard Trumka said. 

A GOOD GENEALOGIST 
Tarentum Genealogical SOCiety Newsletter, 

Vol. 3, No.2, Summer 1993 

A good genealogist has an innate pride in family and 
country and recognizes his duty to search out and record 
the truth. He becomes, first of all, a full-time detective, a 
thorough historian, an inveterate snoop, at the same time, 
a confirmed diplomat, a keen observer, a hardened skeptic, 
an apt biographer, a qualified linguist, a part-time lawyer 
combined with quite a lot of district attorney, a studious 
sociologist and above all ... an accurate reporter. 
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BAKERSTOWN 
Tonya Vinas, North Hills News Record, July 31, 1994 

Taking a ride through the center of Bakerstown, it doesn't 
feel as though one is entering the Crossroads of the West. 
But that's the name the community once boasted, back 
before modern highways. 

"Everyone who had to go anywhere had to go through 
Bakerstown," said Wayne Wagner, owner of Wagner's 
Market on Bakerstown Road. 

Some say it is a good thing that Route 8 came along and 
took the focus away from Bakerstown, because it has 
remained a quiet community of family businesses with 
old-fashioned neighborliness. 

"Bakerstown is friendly, quiet and homey. Kind of 
countryish," said Martha Hunkele, president of the Rich
Mar Rotary. "Most everyone knows everyone. 

According to Richland USA, a township history compiled 
by John McMeekin, Indians, the French, fur traders and 
pioneer settlers used trails and thoroughfares through 
Bakerstown as east-west and north-south routes. 

The community was named for Thomas BAKER an 
early landowner from Nova Scotia who had planned to 
name the town after his son, Charles. When Charles died 
at the age of 24, the town took the name Bakerstown, 
according to McMeekin. 

Bakerstown never became the bustling city Baker might 
have envisioned, but it's going through growth joys and 
pains today. 

ELLIS ISLAND FORMS AVAILABLE 
The Family Tree - Vol. V, No.5 - Oct.lNov. 1994 

The United States Department of the Interior, National 
Park Service, Statue of Liberty National Monument, 
Liberty Island, New York, New York is working on an 
Oral History Project for all living immigrants processed 
at Ellis Island, living former Ellis Island employees and 
people who served in the military at Ellis Island and the 
Statue of Liberty. 

Write the address above for a form - or send SASE to the 
Odam Library, P.O. 1110, Moultrie, GA 31776-1110. 

CANADIAN RESEARCH HELP 
The Family Tree - Vol. V, No.5 - OctlNov 1994 

The National Library of Canada is the official custodian 
of Canadian newspapers. Most newspapers from Canada 
are available from inter-library loan by writing 395 
Wellington St. Ottawa, Canada KIA ON4. 

If you would like a copy of the microfilm inter-library 
loan catalog of the Ontario, Canada Archives (#IBM-
9293713), write Archives of Ontario, Interloan Service, 
77 Greenville St., Toronto, Canada M7 A2R9 

INFORMATION WANTED 

Elissa Powell would like to know about any conferences 
where vendors are allowed to sell. If you receive a 
newsletter or have access to genealogy club information 
from Pennsylvania, Western New York, West Virginia, 
Virginia, Maryland or Delaware, please call Elissa at 
935-6961 or mail it to her at 720 Highpoint Drive, 
Wexford, PA 15090. 

QUAKER ANCESTORS? 
The Family Tree - Vol. V, NO.5 - Oct./Nov 1994 

If you have Quakers in your family tree, you might wish 
to subscribe to Quaker Queries, published by Ruby 
Simonson McNeill, 323 Cedarcrest Court East, Napavine 
WA 98565. 

The publication features, of course, queries, book 
reviews, and more. Queries are free, no subscription 
necessary. Write for more information and for query 
rules. 

ADDICTED GENEALOGIST 

You know you're an addicted genealogist .... .if you've 
traced your ancestral lines back to Adam and Eve, have 
it all fully documented, and still don't want to quit or if 
you'd rather read census schedules than a good book or 
if you'd rather browse a cemetery than a new shopping 
mall .. 
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BITS AND PIECES 

MUSTY BOOKS 
from Rocky Mountain Buckeye, Vol. VI, No.1, 

AprillMay 1994 

To remove the musty smell from old books, first make 
sure that they are dry. Put them in a cool dry space for a 
couple of days, or put them outside in the sun on a dry 
breezy day for a couple of hours. If the musty smell 
remains, put them in an open container with an open box 
of baking soda or a potpourri. Do not allow the de
odorizer to touch the books. Leave them for a few days in 
a cool place, checking once a day. Remove to a safe 
storage environment. 

omo VITAL STATISTICS HAVE MOVED 

The new location for the Ohio Division of Vital Statistics 
is 35 East Chestnut St., 6th floor, Columbus Ohio. The 
new mailing address is :P. O. Box 15098, Colu1mbus Ohio 
43215-0098. Birth reeords are from Dee. 20, 1908 to the 
present. Death records are from Jan. 1937 to the present. 
Certified copies - $7.00, statistical copies - $1.10. Make 
your own for 60 cents. Include a SASE. 

MASONIC DEGREES? 
For those who may have an ancestor who has a Masonic 
Degree, information on him and possibly a birthplace can 
be obtained by writing to the office of the Grand 
Secretary, Box 4147, Springfield, IL 62703. Send the 
name of the Lodge and a SASE. 

Jan.l7 - Lesle Dunn - Passports & Other Goodies 
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