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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

"Why pay money to have your family tree traced? 
Go into politics and your opponents will do it for you" 

Mark Twain 

I think Frank Thomas missed his calling, he should have 
been a private detective. I don't think anyone could hide 
or escape him when he is on a quest. Dick Strong hit on 
many interesting points for me. I have framed maps, old 
and new, as wall pictures. As he suggested, I try to put 
maps with my genealogical work to pinpoint and orient my 
research and as a reference for others who may follow me. 
Debbie Macintyre's presentation proved once again that 
you get what you pay for. Doing things the right way 
pays off many times for the future. As a bonus the end 
product is creative, organized and attractive. Our August 
meeting was very enjoyable. The talent in our 
membership is our best attribute. 

As we enter our busy fall months be sure to join a field trip 
or help with the Cemetery Project. Don't miss Reid 
Stewart in October. If you have not heard him in the past, 
trust me, You'll enjoy his talk even if Ireland is not a 
primary interest. 

You can submit articles for the newsletter, make 
suggestions or send a poison pen letter to an officer C/O 
Northland Library at the address above as well as in 
person at a meeting. A short story of a good or bad 
experience may make an interesting entry into our monthly 
publication. If I can hunt and peck my way through this, 
I'm sure you can do as well or better. 

I am currently reading a very enjoyable book "Made in 
America" by Bill Bryson. This work concerns the 
development of American English. The section on place 
names and surnames is very entertaining for us who are 
involved in genealogy. For instance: "Sometimes the old 
name was abandoned altogether to be replaced by a shiny 
new name with a good American ring to it, as when the 
Italian boxer Andrea Chiarigiione became the American 
boxer Jim Flyrm." In my wife's family, her ancestor the 
German August Prienne became Brien. His descendants 
were left with the mistaken impress that they were Irish. I 
have excerpted a passage for your enjoyment from this 
book which appears in the newsletter. (see p. 19) 

I know we will enjoy our 'lime warp" into the eighteenth 
century tonight. Join me for Reid Stewart's presentation 
in October. 

Keith 

WHERE GENEALOGISTS MEET 

Wed., Oct. 4 at 7:30 p .m. - NHG Board meeting in room 
2 at Northland Library. All NHG members are always 
welcome at all Board meetings. 

Thursday, SE!Jt. 21 at 8:00 p.m. W.P.G.S meeting at the 
Carnegie Library, Oakland. Program: Gala introduction 
to our new home at the Carnegie and walking tour of the 
library with Marilyn Holt. Note: This was originally 
scheduled for Sept. 14. 
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Sat., Sept. 23 - Cemetery Reading at 9:00 a.m. Call 
Ginny Skander at 443-1460 for directions to the cemetery 
which is near the Depreciation Lands Musewn off Ri. 8. 

Sat., Sept. 23 & Sun., Sq:Jt. 24 from 10:00 a.m. both days 
to 6:00 p.m. Sat. and 5:00 p.m. Sun. - Family Ancestry 
Fair at at the Delaware Valley College, Student Union 
Hall, Route 202, Doylestown, Bucks County, PA 18901 
(215) 230-9410. Elissa Powell will be attending. *u 

Sun., Oct. 1 - from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Oasses in 
Beginning Genealogy at CCAC begin. There will be 5 
classes taught by Elissa S. Powell. *** 

Sat., Oct. 7 from 9:00 a .m. to 4:00 p.m. - Field Trip to 
WestVugiDia Regional Library in Morgantown, W. 
V A. Contact Rosemary Miller at 364-6686. 

Sat., Oct. 7 - VU"giDia Genealogical Society Confer
ence at the Richmond Marriott, Richmond VA. *** 

Sat., Oct. 7 - W.P.G.S. - Irish Seminar at Seton-LaSalle 
High School. Speakers from Ireland on Irish records and 
other genealogical topics. *** 

Sat., Oct. 7 - West Virginia Chapter, Palatines of 
American Conference, Bridgeport, WV. *** 

Tues., Oct. 10 - "Why Genealogy" presentation by 
Elissa Powell, 7:30 p.m. at Borders Bookstore, Northway 
Mall. *** 

Sat., Oct. 14 - W.P.G.S. Field trip to Homewood 
Cemetery. Limited space, reservations needed. 

Sat., Oct. 14 - PA Chapter, Palatines to America 
Conference in New Holland, PA (Amish country). *u 

Tues., Oct. 17 at 7:00 p .m. - NBG regular meeting at 
Northland Library. Program: Reid Stewart on Ireland. 

Sat., Oct. 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Conference 
"Relative Theories - A Military Experience" at the 
Church of the Covenant, Rt. 136 in Washington, PA. *u 

Sun. - Wed., Oct. 22-25 - Joint bus trip with W.P.G.S. to 
Washington, D.C. Pre-registration only. u* 

Sat., Oct. 28, from 10:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. - York County 
Ancestor Fair, York PA. *** 

Sat., Nov. 4 - Introduction to Genealogy class at Pine 

. Creek YMCA, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Full 4 week 
course will be taught by Elissa Powell if enough interest 
is generated. Uit 

Tues., Nov. 21 at 7:00 p.m. - NHG regular meeting at 
Northland Library. Program: Round Table Discussion. 

Sat., Dec. 2 - NHG Social - Christmas Tour of 
Hartwood Acres 11 :00 a .m. followed by lunch. 

Tues., Jan. 16 at 7:00 p.m. - Regular NBG meeting at 
Northland Library. Program: Dennis Ard.inger will speak 
on "What's New in Genealogy." 

U* You may contact Elissa Powell at 935-6961 for 
information on this event. 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 
OCTOBER 21, 1995 

Relative Theories ill: A Military Experience will be 
presented at a workshop on Saturday, October 21, 1995 
from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Church of the 
Covenant, 267 East Beau Street, Washington, PA. 
Speakers include Bruce Egli, French and Indian War 
historian and reenactor portraying Cpt. Dumas, 
Commander of Fort Duquesne; Dr. Robert Plowman of 
Philadelphia Branch National Archives "Military Records 
at the National Archives;" Jonathan Stayer, PA State 
Archives "Military Records at the PA State Archives;" 
Charles Talbert, local historian "Influenza Epidemic of 
World War n." 

Sponsored by the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Society, the Genealogical Society of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania, Cornerstone Genealogical Society and the 
Washington County Historical Society, this workshop 
will also have vendors and door prizes to be won by the 
attendees. Workshop is $10 and Lunch is $5 more or on 
your own. Send SASE to Washington County Historical 
Society, 49 East Maiden Street, Washington, PA 15301 
for registration fonn and map. Deadline for registration 
is October 13 or call (412) 225-6740. 

WASHINGTON, D .C. BUS TOUR MEMBERS: Please 
note that even though this workshop is the day before we 
leave, it probably would be valuable to attend the lecture 
on the Military Records in the National Archives tc
enhance your research experience and make you mort 
successful in D .C. 
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GENEALOGY CLASSES 

Elissa Scalise Powell, CGRS will be teaching a couple of 
courses in the North Hills Area. A five-week class is 
scheduled on Sunday afternoons from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. starting October 1 at the Community College of 
Allegheny County, North Campus on Perrysville. This 
class will include discussion on all aspects of 
genealogical research and a field trip to the Carnegie 
Library for hands-on work. Please call CCAC for further 
details and to register at 369-3696. 

Elissa will also give a three hour introduction to 
genealogical research on Saturday, Nov. 4 at 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at the Pine Creek YMCA. If there is sufficient 
interest in a beginning course, it will begin on Saturday, 
Nov. 11 for four weeks. Please call the YMCA at 364-
3404 for more information. 

IRISH SEMINAR 

The Irish Institute of Pittsburgh is sponsoring a seminar 
for the 150 year anniversary of the Irish Potato Famine. 
It will be held on Sat., Oct. 7 at Seton-LaSalle High 
School in Pittsburgh and will start at 8:30 a.m. 

There will be four talks. Presentation # 1. A speaker 
from Limerick, Ireland will speak on the Irish 
Genealogical Project. This project is putting all pre-
1900 records in to a single data base. Presentation #2. A 
speaker from Dublin Ireland will speak on the Irish 
Famine. Presentation #3. A speaker will explain the 
opening of the Pittsburgh Catholic archives and when and 
how they can be accessed. Presentation #4. A speaker 
will explain the current work of the Irish Institute of 
Pittsburgh. 

Up to Sept. 25 the price is $15 which includes lunch. 
After Sept. it is $20.00 and includes lunch. Admission 
that day is $20.00 and does not include llU1ch. The 
checks should be made out W.P.G.S. and send to Lyn 
Proehle, 5780 5th Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15232-2798. 
For more infonnation call 1-412-361-2698. 

~I----------------------------------~~ ~ ~ 

WE NEED YOU 
Cemetery Reading project on Sept. 23 at 9:00 a.m. 

Call Ginny Skander at 4431460 for details 
.~~~ ______________________________ A 
~_ ra 

QUERIES 

I am looking for information on my great-grandfather 
Conrad WEBER or WEAVER and his son, Conrad Jr. 
I have located them in Cranberry Township, Butler Co. 
PA on the 1840 census. I am looking for baptismal 
orland birth records for Conrad Jr., approximately 1839. 
Conrad Sr. died sometime aroWld 1846 and I am looking 
for his death record and place of birth. I have been able 
to trace all other members of this family. Send 
information to Amelia P. Kelly, 41697 Riverview Ave., 
Antioch, IL 60002. 

BEGINNERS CORNER 

Question: What is GEDCOM? 

Answer: The Genealogical Data Communications 
(GEDCOM) program is a standard method for 
organizing files with "linked" genealogical information. 
The standard is the format in which a file is saved by the 
computer so other software with the GEDCOM utility 
can use the same data. Created by the LDS Library 
computer staff for their own needs at first, it has become 
available to all genealogical software developers who 
agreed to follow the standards. Each software developer 
must design a GEDCOM utility that works with their 
own software. 

To explain what GEDCOM does, imagine a Frenchman 
who speaks no German trying to communicate with a 
German who speaks no French. But, the two discover that 
they both speak English ... and the conversation begins. 

GEDCOM is a "Second Language" understood by 
several different genealogical software systems so they 
can communicate with each other. As long as two 
software systems both have that second language (a 
GEDCOM utility), communicating is a matter of 
"translating" database information into a GEDCOM 
format they both lU1derstand. 

The GEDCOM utility is both an "export" and an 
"import" procedure. You may use any file created in a 
genealogy program ... that has the GEDCOM utility ... and 
export that file as a GEDCOM file. With the GEDCOM 
file on a diskette, for example, you could mail the diskette 
to a friend. That person could load the GEDCOM file 
into another software system that had GEDCOM 
capabilities. GEDCOM files originating from other than 
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GEDCOM users may also be imported .. .if the exporter 
and the importer both have GEDCOM in their genealogy 
programs. Genealogists are also using modems to 
transfer GEDCOM files to each other. 

It is strongly recommend that you only purchase 
genealogy software with GEDCOM capability. Why? 
Because, if, after using your software you decide irs not 
for you and you want to try something else, you do not 
have to key in all your genealogy data into your new 
genealogy program ... you transfer it from the old to the 
new with GEDCOM - a great timesaver. 

Information from Robert Sminkey via Steph Valentine 

BOOK REVIEW 

EARLY MASSACHUSETTS and RECORDS OF 
THE COLONY OF NEW PLYMOUTH 

by Jack Sanders, Internet 

In its effort to get back into print some of the major 
source works of the past, Genealogical Publishing 
Company has reprinted two volumes of interest to 
researchers with Massachusetts roots: Frederick W. 
Bailey's ''Early Massachusetts Marriages Prior to 1800" 
and Nathaniel B. Shurtleff's "Records of Plymouth 
County." 

Originally published between 1897 and 1914, "Early 
Massachusetts Marriages" is actually four books put 
together in one volume totalling 661 pages. It lists more 
20,000 pre-1800 marriages in Middlesex, Worcester, 
Plymouth, Hampshire, Berkshire, and Bristol counties, 
based on city, county and court records. Within counties, 
records are arranged by town, with notes as to when the 
town was established, and - if applicable - from what 
earlier town. In addition, there are brief but interesting 
histories of each county, providing basic background for 
the researcher. 

A special section, edited by Lucy Hall Greenlaw, 
provides additional records of Plymouth County 
marriages. 

The book is fully indexed, though Bailey had an annoying 
habit of indexing names by the the first letter of the 
surname, but not following alphabetical order with the 
second, third, etc., letters of the surname. Thus, under F 

in Worcester COlDlty, you find FAY, FRAME, FARR, 
FLAGG, FAIRFIELD, etc., in that order. It's a small 
problem, but it's there, adding slightly to one's research 
time. 

Dr. Shurtleffs book., first published in 1857 "by order of 
the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts," 
is formally titled "Records of the Colony of New 
Plymouth in New England." It contains thousands of 
birth, marriage, death, and burial records for towns like 
Plymouth, Sandwich, Eastham, Yarmouth, Scituate, 
Rehoboth, Marshfield, and Taunton between 1633 and 
1689. 

About 75 pages of the book are devoted to Treasury 
Accounts, a seemingly boring subject that turns out to be 
fascinating -- almost scandalous. For here are records of 
the fines levied against people with such Puritanically 
famous names as Goodwife Howland, John Soule, and 
Thomas Greenfield, for -such offenses as "frequently 
absenting themselves from the publicke worship of God," 
or - in Greenfield's case - "for striking of Gorg Barlow, 
the marshall of Sandwich." Lists of people fined for not 
taking the oath of fidelity are here, along with lists of 
debtors. Six Indians were fined in 1667 "for being 
ptenors in the imbezeling away of liquors taken out of the 
boate of Simon Steuens, att Cape Codd ... " 

Also valuable are "Lists of the names of freemen and 
others taken at various times," for various years in most 
of the towns. 

The 293-page book is fully indexed by births, marriages 
and deaths, treaswy account citations, and name lists. 

Both books will be at better libraries or may be purchased 
from Genealogical Publishing company, Dept. SM, 1001 
North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Md., 21202 (1-800-727-
6687.) ''Early Massachusetts Marriages" is #38.50 and 
"Records of Plymouth Colony" is $25. Both are 
clothbound. Postage and handling is $2.50. 

Those interested in Massachusetts families may also be 
interested in the following recent GPC reprints. 

• "Genealogical Notes of Bamstable Families," by Amos 
Otis, two volumes in one, totalling 827 pages, originally 
published in 1888 and 1890, with revisions and additions 
by Charles F. Swift, cloth, $40. 

• "The Hammatt Papers: Early Inhabitants of Ipswich, 
Mass., 1633-1700," by Abraham Hammatt, 448 pages, 
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cloth, originally published 1880-1899, $30. 

* "The Pioneers of Massachusetts," by Charles Henry 
Pope, some 5,000 settlers there between 1620 and 1650, 
published 1900, 550 pages, cloth, $35. 

BOOK FOR SALE 

CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA RECORDS 
by Suzanna Walkowiak Rice 

The book contains over 14,000 births, marriages and 
death records from eight sources. $25.00 + $3.00 
postage. Send check with order to: Suzanna Walkowiak 
Rice, 171 Proudfit, Madison, WI 53715-1427 

Also available Clinton County, Pennsylvania Records 
containing an alphabetical list of 16,194 births, marriage 
and death records from four sources. Price is $25.00 + 
$3.00 postage. 

NEWSPAPERS IN FAMILY mSTORY 
RESEARCH 

Excerpts from Reunions, Vol. 5, No.2, Wmter 1995 

If you have not ventured into the world of newspaper 
research in the course of tracing your ancestry, you are 
missing a wealth of information. These daily or weekly 
journals show us aspects of time stood stilI - history in 
the making. And they are an excellent source of family 
and social history. 

Libraries are the first place to look for newspapers when 
tracking a paper for the time and place were your ancestor 
lived. 

The Gale Directory of Publications, published annually 
by Gale Research Company in Detroit - (formerly 
known as the Ayer Directory) a handy reference guide for 
locating papers is still in print and often available in a 
library's reference collection. Another helpful source is 
the Library of Congress' Newspapers on Microfilm: 
United States. 

For newspapers no longer in print, consult Clarence S. 
Grigham's A History and Bibliography of Newspapers, 
1690-1820, two volumes, and Winifred Gregory's 
American Newspapers, 1821-1936. Also look in county 

histories and city directories to determine what 
newspapers were published for the time period and area 
of interest. 

After you have determine if a newspaper was published in 
the area where you ancestors lived, choose an event from 
their lives, a birth, wedding day, the day they arrived in 
America or a death. Scan the entire paper for that day -
articles, editorials, advertisements, cartoons, letters to the 
editor, etc. Make notes about characteristics of the times. 

Write a series of paragraphs. Focus on a different theme 
of everyday life that appears typical for that day. Place 
your ancestors into historical context including how and 
why these events might or might not have affected them. 
The idea is not to use all available information but get a 
sense ofwhat life was like when your ancestors lived. 

Even if you have no plans to write your family history, 
this type of newspaper research will give you insights into 
your ancestors' lives and better help you research other 
kinds of records. 

Whether your ancestors were newsworthy or not, 
newspapers are an excellent source for family history 
research. 

ANCESTOR SEARCHING IN NEWSPAPERS 

Look Fo,.: Obituaries, Birth notices, Marriage and 
engagement annolDlcements, Silver and golden 
anniversaries, Family reunions, 100th birthday 
celebrations, Military news, Local news, Legal notices, 
Newcomers looking for relatives, Details about your 
family not fO\Dld in other sources! 

SURNAME ORIGINS 
The Family Tree, Vol. VI No.3, J\DlelJuly 1995 

Once "kin" meant "little" like lambkin meant little Iamb. 
Similarly, Adam became Adamkin and finally Atkins. 
Peterkin became Perkins, Johnson became Jenkins and 
Walterkin became Watkins. 

Did you also know that "Gil" when it begins an Irish name 
means follower or servant. Gilchrist = servant of Christ. 
Gilespie = Bishop's servant. Gilfoyle = servant of St. 
Paul. Gilbride = servant of St. Bridget. 
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ELISSA POWELL, C.G.R.S. 
BECOMES CERTIFIED 

We would like to congratulate Elissa Scalise Powell on 
her achievement as a Certified Genealogical Record 
Specialist. She had to pass a rigorous test which was 
graded by three judges from the Board of Certification of 
Genealogists and submit work she had done for three 
clients. The certification demonstrates Lissa's dedication 
to the field of genealogy and her professionalism. She 
joins eight other certified professionals who live in 
Pennsylvania, including Helen L. Harriss, C.G. and G. 
Jean Gregord, C.G.R.S., the only other ones in Allegheny 
Cotmty. 

Founded in 1964, the Board of Certification of 
Genealogists certifies those whose application materials 
pass the critical tests applied by the Board. Certified 
persons are obliged to abide by the Board's Code of 
Ethics. Should a misunderstanding relating to 
competence or ethics arise between a certified person and 
a client, the Board offers an arbitration service to the 
client, for his or her protection. The Board also maintains 
registers by individual states and regions and publishes a 
Roster of Genealogists Certified that includes the names 
of those who hold current certification in the United 
States, Canada, and abroad. The full Roster is available 
for $8.00 from the BCG at P .O. Box 5816 Falmouth , , 
VA 22403-5816. 

There are six categories in which one can be certified. 
Some professionals are certified in more than one 
category and may do work for hire or just be certified for 
their their own satisfaction. So if you see the following 
letters after a genealogist's name, the meaning is as 
follows: 

CGRS Certified Genealogical Record SpeciaHst. One 
who searches both original and published records, 
understands all genealogical resources relating to his or 
her specialty, and provides detailed information con
cerning the contents of the records examined. This is the 
Board's primary category, upon which all other 
specialties are built. 

CG Certified Genealogist. One who is proficient in all 
types of genealogical research and analysis, capably 
resolves pedigree problems, and is experienced in the 
compilation of well-crafted family histories. 

CALS Certified American Lineage Specialist. One 
who reconstructs single-line descents and prepares 

hereditary-society application - drawing upon a sound 
knowledge of resources and a skilled appraisal of the 
acceptability of both original documents and printed 
material. American in this sense is not limited to the 
United States. 

CAlLS Certified American Indian Lineage Specialist. 
One who conducts research to determine descent from a 
historical Indian tribe indigenous to North America - and 
is well versed in the pertinent materials and applicable 
standards within this specialty. 

CGL Certified Genealogical Lecturer. One who 
gives public addresses, of an educational nature, on 
specific genealogical topics or on related subjects 
pertinent to the tracing of family relationships. The 
CGL must also pass the requirements for CGRS. 

CGI Certified Genealogical Instructor. One who plans 
and conducts a full course of genealogical instruction, 
covering all aspects of methodology and resources. The 
CGI must also pass requirements for CG. 

If you wish more information on how to become certified, 
please contact Lissa at (412) 935-6961 or write to the 
Board of Certification at the above address. 

MURRYSVILLE, PA 
Murrysville Kiwanis Club 

The first settler in Murrysville located his cabin about 
one mile north of Route 66 - now known as Sardis Road. 
The settler, WIlliam MEANOR, in the early 1760's was 
said to have purchased his land from an Indian for a keg 
of tobacco and a rifle. Later, on April 3, 1769, Robert 
HAYS, supposedly the second settler in Murrysville, 
purchased 339112 acres of land from the government, for 
a small sum of money. 

In 1781, Jeremiah MURRAY, an Irish immigrant and 
peddler settle and build his first cabin. His cabin was 
located at the comer of Route 22 and Pleasant Valley 
Road. The Irish immigrant opened a store and later a 
grist mill. Jeremiah Murray, later became the first justice 
of the peace for the area, then know as Franklin. In 1820 
Murrysville was founded and named after Jeremiah 
Murray. . 

Editors note: I wonder why Murray's name was 
changed from Murray to Murry, as in Murrysvile. Any 
ideas? 
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DONATION BOOKS TO NORTHLAND 

As many of you mow, our society uses your dues and 
donation money to not only publish a fine newsletter ten 
times a year but also to donate books to the Northland 
Library that everyone can use. We would like your 
suggestions of what general genealogical books have been 
beneficial to you or that you would like to see in the 
library. Complete title, author, publisher, and price 
placed in writing would be appreciated. The Library has 
the fmal say in what is accepted into their collection. 
Their guidelines include material of a general research 
nature or genealogical records that pertain to the North 
Hills area, such as cemetery readings. 

Our society has donated several hlDldred dollars worth of 
new books and videotapes bought specifically for the 
library and have had a bookplate placed in each book. 
Check the 929 to 929.4 area and see what we already 
have. You will also see two videotapes on the · book 
shelves. One explains the LDS Library and how to use 
the census for research. The other discusses the use of 
computers in genealogy. 

You may give your suggestions for new books to Lissa 
Powell. Other members of the book committee are 
Marion Hyle, Gary Schlemmer, Rosemary Miller, and 
Keith Kerr. 

BALTZER MEYER mSTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

The Baltzer Meyer Historical Society, incorporated in 
1995, was named for the first schoolmaster in the early 
Westmoreland COlDlty settlements. Baltzer MEYER 
was the spiritual leader, as well as the man who taught 
the three R's and the catechisms of the German Refonned 
and Lutheran Churches, in addition to baptizing the 
children and leading the worship. He was a vital link to 
the settlements, traveling throughout the county 
perfonning his duties and sharing news. 

F olDlded in 1993 as the Baltzer Meyer Guild of the 
Westmoreland County Historical Society, our purpose is 
the study, preservation and sharing of the records of early 
settlements of Westmoreland County. Through historical 
research and public programs on families, schools, 
churches and other institutions, the Society will promote 
awareness and appreciation of our history and cultural 
heritage. 

To this end the Baltzer Meyer Historical Society meets 
the 3rd Sunday of each month at the Harrold Zion 
Lutheran Church, Rt. 136, Greensburg, Pa. The 
meetings alternate between a general meeting including a 
special presentation at 7:00 PM and a workshop at 2:00 
PM with such subjects as how to begin researching, 
preparing and publishing your genealogy and learning 
how to use public records in your research. One of the 
serendipitous parts of all of our meetings is the sharing of 
ideas, family information, old photos, letters and stories. 

Projects: 

Restoration of the old Harrold School Building, which is 
close to the site of the original log school (the first one 
West of the Allegheny MOlDltains.) 

The Family Share Program - Leam the names and 
addresses of others who are researching the same 
surnames. Genealogical library available for research by 
appointment. Write for more information. 

Organizing and/or publishing old records of the 
Hempfield School District, township tax lists, late 18th 
century atlas, and others. 

Summer Home Coming program. 

Our advisor, Paul Miller Ruff is the translator and 
publisher of many old German Refonned and Lutheran 
Church records. His books are available for purchasing 
through the Society. 

Dues are $3.00 per year which ends Dec. 31, 1995. 
Please send membership applications to the Society in 
care of Marjorie I. McNair, 58 Barry Ave., Greensburg, 
Pa. 15601-1702. 

PRISONER OF WAR RECORDS 
Chisholm Trail via The Indiana County Newsletter, 

May 1995 -#5 

Information about a POW in any war, including the Civil 
War, may be obtained by sending a SASE to 
Andersonville National Historic Site, Route #1, Box 85, 
Andersonville, GA 31711. Include the name of the 
ancestor and any military information - lDlit, place, 
anything that would help identify the soldier. You will 
be billed for copy cost 
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QUAKER RECORDS 
By Cheska Wheatley 

The Society of Friends (Quakers) probably maintained the 
most detailed records of any church save the Church of 
England. The body which maintained the vital records of 
most interest to genealogists is the Monthly Meeting 
which served a number of meetings for worship within its 
jurisdiction. Sometimes a Monthly Meeting served a very 
wide area, crossing counties and even states or a large city 
where there was a large population such as Philadelphia 
had four or five Monthly Meetings. Like county 
boundaries, the areas served by a particular MM varied 
over time. As Quakers moved into a new area such as 
North Carolina, new MMs were set off from older ones 
and as people moved on MMs were consolidated or laid 
down. 

There was no central repository for these records which 
were generally maintained by the MM. That would make 
our search too simple! Each MM had at least three 
books. The men's minutes, the women's minutes, and the 
book of marriages, births and burials. Certificates of 
removal were recorded and issued in men's and women's 
minute books. 

Many of these books have been lost over the years, some 
remain with MMs that are still fimctioning, others have 
been turned over to the Yearly Meeting, and others can be 
found in the libraries of several Quaker Colleges, e.g., 
Swarthmore in PA; & Guilford College in NC. 

William Wade Hinshaw abstracted many of the original 
records and they are contained in six volumes entitled the 
"Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy." These 
are available in most genealogy libraries and have 
recently been reprinted by the Gen. Publ. Co. They are 
also available in every FHC on the microfiche set which 
contains the 300 most frequently consulted genealogy 
reference books. They are also available on microfilm 
through the FHL and can be purchased from AGLL. 
There is also a volume referred to as "Hinshaw VII" 
which was compiled by Willard Heiss and contains many 
of the Indiana records. These cover most of the most 
popular meetings but by no means all of them. 

The past two years, rye been trying to catalog the various 
MMs as I come across them, identifying the state and 
counties they generally covered, the date the meeting was 
established and from which MM it was set off from and , 
where the published records are located. I have some 
1100 meetings so far and I imagine this is the tip of the 

iceberg! 

Start with your local FHC. Check the microfiche 
collection I referred to. If you can find Vol. vn, it has 
an excellent explanation of what can be found in the 
Quaker records, explanations of abbreviations commonly 
fOWld in the abstractions and lists of various meetings. If 
you can print this off, it is a great reference to keep on 
hand. 

Use the FIn- catalog, checking \Ulder the author "Society 
of Friends" should provide a list of their microfilmed 
copies of the original records. Check also the locality 
catalog under the county you are interested in and then 
Church records. Here you will usually find any 
abstractions that have been done for meetings in that area. 

Once you find you have one Quaker line, you will soon 
find you have many Quaker lines since "good" Quakers 
were required to marry within the Society and would be 
disowned for marrying a non-member. 

Another plus in Quaker research is that their migration 
patterns were very predictable. Families and individuals 
received permission from the Monthly Meeting and were 
issued certificates to move to another meeting. When they 
reached their destination, these certificates were deposited 
with the new MM. Both the granting and receipt of 
certificates were recorded in the minutes. Once you 
connect to a family that were practicing Quakers it is 
relatively easy to track them from meeting to meeting. 
Even when the books of a meeting are missing entirely, 
you will quickly learn where to expect them next and can 
usually find the family in the general vicinity. 

The hardest part is finding a link between those Quakers 
who left the society and their earlier ancestors who were 
practicing Quakers. If you find the marriage of the person 
you are after in the county records this usually means the 
person was not a practicing Quaker as the Society did not 
believe in marriage by a justice of the peace and members 
who did marry outside of meeting would also be 
disowned. When you can't find a county marriage record, 
this is a good sign that you may have your practicing 
Quaker! If you still can't find the person you are looking 
for in the nearby Quaker minutes, then go through the 
land records and look for clues as to where they came 
from. Check wills as they will give lots of clues since the 
Quakers also believed in being financially responsible for 
their families so wills are probably more common among 
the Quakers than most other groups. 
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My Quaker lines have been the most enjoyable to research. 
Not only are the records great but you will find many 
cousins on any given BB who readily share information 
with one another. After all, we are a "Friendly" bunch! 

CORRECTION 

In August's newsletter we goofed when typing a phone 
number. On page 9 in the article" New Publication from 
the Family History Library" the phone number for the 
LDS Family History Center was printed incorrectly. The 
number should read 1- 801-240-1430. Unfortunately it is 
not an 800 number as previously printed. 

BY ANY OTHER NAME 
from "Made in America" by Bill Bryson 

From the earliest days, immigrants from non-English
speaking countries likewise adapted their names to ease 
their way into American society. Paul REVERE's father, 
a French Huguenot refugee, arrived in America as Apollos 
RIVOIRE.3~ James BOWDOIN, the Massachusetts 
revolutionary leader and founder of Bowdoin College, was 
the son of Pierre BAUDOIN. George Annstrong 
CUS~R, of Last Stand fame, emerged from a long line 
of KOSTERs. The ROCKEFELLERs began as 
ROGGENFELDERs, the WESTINGHOUSEs as 
WISTINGHAUSENs. Buffalo Bill CODY's family 
name was adapted from KOTHE. President HOOVER's 
forebears were HUBERs." 

Often the transition was relatively straightforward. 
LANGESTRAET easily became LONGSTREET, as 
WANNEMACHER turned into WANAMAKER, 
SCHUMACHER irno SHOEMAKER, JUNG irno 
YOUNG, SCHMIDT and MULLER irno SMITH and 
MILLER, BRAUN into BROWN, GRliN into 
GREEN, BLUM into BLOOM, FJELD into FIELD, 
KOCH irno COOK, NIEUWHUIS into NEWHOUSE 
PFOERSCHJNG into PERSHING, JANSSON: 
JONSSON and JOHANSSON into JOHNSON , 
OLESEN and OLSSON into OLSEN. Occasionally 
slightly more ingenuity was required, as when BON 
COEUR was turned into BUNKER and 
~NACHTSb~e~NECKS. ~enfu& 

etymology wouldn't do, direct translation was often the 
most convenient solution, which is how the French 
FElJaLEVERT evolved into the GREENLEAF in 

John GreenIeafWHITTIER. The result is that American 
surnames often have an Anglo-Saxon homogeneity that 
bellies their origins . Miller and Johnson, for instance, are 
far more common in American than in Britain, and almost 
entirely because of adoption by Germans and 
Scandinavians with similar, but other, names. 

For Jewish immigrants the question of an American 
identity had an additional dimension. For those who 
wished to function in the wider world - for instance in 
show business - an obviously Jewish name could b~ a 
handicap, so Israel BALINE became Irving BERLIN, 
Mendel BERLINGER turned into Milton BERLE, and 
Nathan BIRNBAUM took to the stage as George 
BURNS. This was hardly a new problem for Jews. 
Mencken quotes a tale from Samuel Pepys1s diary about a 
Dr. LEVY who who had petitioned a court to let him 
change his name to SULLIVAN and then a month later 
sought permission to change it again to KILPATRICK. 
"On request for ye reason, he telleth ye court that ye 
patients continually ask of him, '~at was your name 
before?' If granted ye change, he shall then tell them 
Sullivan. ,,,38 Often Jews had no particular attachment to 
their surnames. Those from Austria and parts of Germany 
had been compelled to adopt surnames only sixty or 
seventy years before. Often the names imposed on them 
had been unattractive to begin with as with 
GELDW AsSER ("goldwater"), a venerabl~ euphemism 
for urine, W ANZE~XNICKER ("louse picker"), and 
ESELKOPF ("ass's head"), and they were only too glad 
to shed them. 

THE VALUE OF THE DOLLAR 

We read old documents and are flabbergasted at the prices 
paid for land, houses, anima1s, implements, food, labor, 
etc. 

What we sometimes fail to realize is the buying power of 
the dollar then as compared to now. The following 
comparisons were complied by the Department of Labor 
and Statistics and the Bureau of Living Conditions. 

One dollar in 1820-1850 equaled $13.28 in 1991 dollars. 
From 1850 to 1875, $13.14. Between 1875 and 1900, 
$14.85. From 1900- 1925, $1l.38. From there, it went 
down: 1935, $9.91; 1945, $7.56; 1965, $4.31; 1975, 
$2.35 and 1985, $l.26. 
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BITS AND PIECES 

PERSONAL GENEALOGY IN LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS 

Indiana Cowtty Newsletter - May, 1995 - #5 

If you want to place your personal genealogy in the 
Library of Congress, type your items and send to: 
Library of Congress, Exchange & Gift Div., 10 First 
Street SE, Washington, DC 20540 

1882 HOMESTEAD ACT 
Indiana Cowtty Newsletter - May, 1995 - #5 

If your ancestor obtained land Wlder the 1862 Homestead 
Act, or bought land from the government, the application 
is sure to be on file. These files hold a four-page 

questionnaire filed by the applicant (among other papers). 
Included are the names of family members and other data. 
Write to Civil Archives Division, National Archives and 
Records Service GSA, Washington D.C. 20409. 

EMIGRANTSIIMMIGRANTS 
The Family Tree, Vol. VI no. 3 JWlelJuly 1995 

To migrate means to move from one place to another. 
Emigrants leave their country to live in another place. 
hnmigrants arrive from another coWltry to settle into a 
new one. 

When researching genealogical records, a person would 
be considered an emigrant in their coWltry of origin and 
an immigrant in the coWltry where he or she settle. 

Oct. 17 - Reid Stewart - Ireland 
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