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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

"The music that can deepest reach, 
And cure all ill, is cordial speech" 

Emerson, "Merlin's Song", 1857 

Our May speaker, Jean Gregord, did a fine job guiding us 
through the process of traversing the LDS system in 
search of Germanic roots. She also talked about her 
experiences as a volunteer at the LDS Library in 
Greentree. Her anecdotes usually involved a disgnmtled 
researcher. Using the "squeaky wheel" approach these 
obnoxious investigators seem to believe that badgering the 
staffwill further their objectives. 

It is not a stretch to note that the 1990's in America is an 
age of rudeness. I am reminded of this fact as I attempt to 
drive to work on the Parkway each moming. The number 
of aggressive drivers is on the increase. These hormone 
driven individuals, male and female, threaten fatal 
collisions in their zeal to reach their objectives. I cannot 
imagine anyone that eager to GO to work. Leaving work 
and traveling to a pleasant objective I can \Dlderstand, but 
getting killed hurrying to labor for $4.95 at K-Mart is 
intolerable. 

Why can't we have a political contest about views and 
philosophy without the mudwrestling? Is every opponent 
the lowest form of degraded crook that ever walked the 
earth? How do these "bums", when elected, magically 
become our 'distinguished leaders?' 

We must remember that because Great Great Uncle Fred 

is not listed as a member of the 133st state militia, it is not 
the personal conspiracy of the librarian. Volunteer 
workers are not responsible when the census shows that 
your family does not exist. A polite request, a sincere 
thank you, may very well open other possibilities locked in 
the vault of information harbored in the mind of the 
volunteer. Thank-you notes, even when not deserved, may 
produce a reward. I have fOWld there are people out there 
waiting to help us. We just have to ask. We just have to 
ask, politely. 

I want to take this opportWlity thank all of you for making 
my tenure as President a pleasurable experience. Your 
Board has made the working of the organization an 
effortless labor. I especially want to thank Steph 
Valentine, who is steeping down as Treasurer, for his long 
service as the mechanic that makes the engine of our 
organization run. I am determined, if re-elected, to 
publish our first literary effort. The NHG will make their 
"bones" in the world of Genealogy. 

I will not stoop to call my opponent an immoral SCOWldrel, 
the Bum. 

Keith 

WHERE GENEALOGISTS MEET 

Tues., July 9 at 7 :30 p.m., NBG Board Meeting at 
Northland Library. All members are welcome to attend. 
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Tues., July 16 at 7:00 p.m. - Regular NHG meeting at 
Northland Library. Program: Bonnie McCabe, Senior 
Field Representative of the U. S. Census Bureau. 

Tues., Aug. 20 at 7:00 p.m. - Regular NHG meeting at 
Northland Library. Program: Audrey Iacone, librarian at 
the P A Dept. of Carnegie Library will speak on " How to 
Write Your Family History" 

GENEALOGY CONFERENCES 

Civil War History Conference, Seton Hill College, 
Greensburg, PA on June 22, 1996. There will be six 
different lectures, exhibits, book store, etc. Cost: $25.00 
(includes lunch). Limited to 200 and reservations are a 
must. Questions: (412) 836-1800. Mail reservation 
check to Westmoreland COWlty Historical Society, 951 
Old Salem Road, Greensburg, PA 15601. 

3rd Annnal 4-Corners Ancestor Fair, July 25-27 in 
Springdale, Arkansas. Send SASE to: 4 Corners, 509 W 
Spring, Fayetteville, AR 72701. 

Lancaster County Ancestor Fair, Farm and Home 
Center, 1383 Arcadia Dr., Lancaster PA.. Sat. 27 July 
1996; 10:00 a .m. to 5 p.m. Admission $3.00. Surname 
directory is being complied listing names and addresses of 
individuals doing research. Price is $4 for 5 names. Send 
to Lancaster Surname Directory, Carolina Trader 
Promotions, PO Box 769 Munroe, NC 28111-0769 or 
call Richard and Esther Shields at 704-282-1339. 

F.G.S. Annual Conference is in Rochester NY, Aug. 14-
17. "In Your Ancestor's Image," will feature more than 
100 lectures delivered by over 70 knowledgeable experts. 
The conference program includes sessions on basic 
research procedures and methodology, immigrant origins, 
localities (including New York State and Canadian 
emphasis) and technology applied to genealogical 
interests. 

To receive lecture information and registration details 
contact the Federation Office: "In Your Ancestors 
Image," P.O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 75083-0220. 
Elissa Powell will be attending. Call her at 935-6961 for 
more information. 

York County Ancestor Fair, Springetts Fire HaIl, 3013 
E. Market St., York, PA. Saturday 26 Oct. 1996. 10:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission $3. Surname directory 
being complied ( same info as Lancaster County 

QUERIES 

Researching RININGER, CLIMES, GUISEY, & 
KINSLEY families in Stark and Summit Co., OH ca. 
1860's after migrating from Pennsylvania. Also seeking 
any info on Mennonites of these areas. Contact: Laura 
M . Kough, 3128 Nicholson Dr., Winter Park, FL 32792. 

BEGINNERS CORNER 

Question: What do words from court records like "feme 
covert" or "feme sole" mean? 

Answer: In the language of the Court in early times -
probably from the influence of Anglo-Nonnan in post
Conquest England - the term "feme covert" referred to a 
married woman. NFeme sole" referred to a single woman. 

The exact definitions given in BLACK'S LAW 
DICTIONARY, 5th edition, page 556 are *Feme covert* 
= A married woman, as compared with the condition of a 
"feme sole". *Feme sole· = A single woman, including 
those who have been married, but whose marriage has 
been dissolved by death or divorce, and, for most 
purposes, those women who are judicially separated from 
their husbands." Single women could trade and hold lane 
in their own right. It was the custom of the colonial court 
to question the wife apart from her husband to see if she 
agreed to the sale of property. By right 1/3 of it was 
reserved for her dower portion in the event of her 
husband's death, and she was agreeing to the sale of what 
would be potentially hers. "Examining", i .e. questioning, 
her "apart" was to insure that she would not be 
intimidated by her husband's presence. 

[The above information from: Internet, By Dorothy 
Koenig, July 13, 1993] 

BOOKISOFTW ARE REVIEW 

GENEALOGICAL DATES 
Reviewed by Christian Carey, Internet 

Genealogical Dates is a user-friendly guide by KEIlJleth L. 
Smith (Picton Press: Camden, Maine, USA; first printing, 
May 1994; ISBN 0-89725-133-4), a book/software 
combination priced at US $19.50. 

The book is paperback, 5.5" by 8.5" (14 em by 21.6 em), 
196 pages printed on 60# (27.3 kg) acid-free paper. It 
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limits itself to dates from the 15th century onward in 
western European cultures. It begins with a discussion of 
the Julian and Gregorian calendars (46 pages), which 
provides conversion dates from Julian to Gregorian for 
various places, instructions on converting from one to the 
other; a brief discussion on "doubh:~dating", and a 
perpetual calendar. 

The second section is on the Church calendar (110 pages), 
which discusses the complications of calculating Easter 
and its associated feast days, and an exhaustive list of 
holy days (e.g. various saints' days); a brief glance 
through this Jist reveals a heavy German component, 
although others are available plentifully enough. 

The third section, titled "Special Problems" (12 pages), 
lists some of the other eccentricities which one may 
encounter - the Roman calendar, the French 
Revolutionary calendar, the Quaker calendar, and dating 
by year of reign for the Holy Roman Empire/Germany, 
France, and England/UK. 

The last section (seven pages) contains examples of date 
calculation. Appendices include a chronological church 
calendar, abbreviations and symbols, month and day 
names in various languages, the Latin (grammatical) case 
system, and arithmetic involving dates. A bibliography 
and list of sources ends the book. 

The software comprises seven files totaling 165 KB, for a 
text-mode DOS environment. It comes on a 3.5" (9 em) 
diskette wtless a 5.25" (13.5 em) diskette is specifically 
requested. The program converts between Julian and 
Gregorian dates, French Revolutionary and Gregorian 
dates, and liturgical dates and Gregorian dates; calculates 
the birthdate given a deathdate and age in 
years/months/days; finds the day of the week for a given 
date; and does four-function arithmetic on 
pound/shilling/penny and dollar/ amounts. 

My view is that some of the information in the book takes 
up more space than is necessary; for example, the 
perpetual calendar uses 32 pages, while the World 
Almanac provides the same information in three pages. 
The list of holy days, occupying nearly half of the book, 
could have been printed in a slightly smaller (or slightly 
denser) typeface. 

The software isn't optimally flexible; for example, it 
requires dates to be entered as "DO MMM YYYY", 
where the day must be two digits and the month must be 
in upper-case English letters. The calculators weren't 

designed with a calculator-like interface, making 
equations somewhat awkward to enter. The software was 
last updated in August 1990. 

All that being said, however, I believe the combination to 
be worth the price if you're interested in deciphering a date 
such as II A.D. MDCCXL V temptavit dominus" into terms 
which mere mortals can understand. 

You can contact Picton Press directly if your local 
bookshop can't get this for you: Picton Press, P.O. Box 
1111, CAMDEN, ME 04843-1111, or call 1-207-236-
6565. 

[Thanks to Steph Valentine for the above information] 

BOOKS FOR SALE 

HISTORY OF CZECHS IN AMERICA 

A lifetime work by Chicago medical doctor Jan Habenicht 
will be available for distribution by mid summer. The 
book is like no others in dealing with Czech immigration 
and history. 700 pages; hardbound; includes 3 indexes 
(surname index, town index and photo index) Send 
$44.95 plus 4 .95 shipping to Czechslovak Genealogical 
Society, Int'!. P.O. Box 16225, St. Paul, MN 55116-
0225. 

KITfANNING CEMETERY 

Mechling Associates Inc., 203 Pine Track Road, Butler 
PA 16001 announces the sale of the Kittarming Cemetery 
book. 700 pages, over 30,00 names alphabetically listed. 
Price $49.95 soft bound or $59.95 hard bound, 
Shippinglhandling $4.00 and PA residents add 6% sales 
tax. 

IRONWORKERS PROJECT: UPDATE 

In the May issue of the newsletter we announced the 
Ironworkers project and that Anne Knowles would be in 
Pittsburgh looking for additional information. Her 
funding for the trip did not materialize so she will not be 
at our August meeting. 

However, she is still interested in receiving descriptions of 
the information that you may have about Ironworkers that 
worked in the iron industry between 1830 and 1880. 
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Dr. Knowles' address is: Institute of Earth Studies 
University of Wales, Llandinarn Building, Abe~ 
Dyfed SY23 3DB, Wales, United Kingdom or if you have 
questions or prefer to mail the descriptions to a U.S. 
address, send them to: EnglishlWelsh Interest Group, clo 
Margarette Evans, 361 Orchard Spring Road, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15220. The phone number is (412) 279-5639. 

CONFERENCE NOTES 
by Elissa Scalise Powell, C.G.R.S. 

After attending the National Genealogical Society's 
annual conference in Nashville, Tennessee, I wanted to 
let others know of the wonderfullec:tures, demonstrations, 
meetings, luncheons and contacts that I made. About 
2,000 genealogists descended on the convention center to 
hear 100 lecturers give over 175 talks. It was a true 
smorgasbord of opportunities to learn more about every 
aspect of genealogical research and methods. With about 
10 topics to choose from in each oncHtour time period, 
everyone from the amateur to the experienced 
professional could find something new of interest to them. 
Computer genealogy and land platting seminars were 
available for those who wanted an in-depth lmowledge 
and practical hand-on experience in those areas. 

I attended 20 lectures in the four days time with such titles 
as "Problem Analysis and Strategy Planning," "Following 
Females: Umbilical Lines in Genealogical Research," 
"Missing and Misplaced Records: ·Three Females 10-
16 .. . Making Sense of Pre-1850 Censuses, H "How Do I 
Get on the Internet and Do Genea1ogy?" "CD-ROM and 
What You Need to Know," "The Critical Connection: 
Linking the Generations Between 1850 and the Colonial 
Period," "How to Cite Your Sources With Any 
Genealogical Soltware" and "Why Does the Census 
Taker Always Miss My Ancestor?" 

The Conference had a Skill-Building Track recommended 
by the Board for Certification of Genealogists which 
focused on how to upgrade research abilities. The general 
thread that ran through all of these presentations was 
documentation of sources, looking at the larger picture 
and perseverance. 

Documenting our research not only gives it validity but 
also allows us to weigh conflicting pieces of information 
that will arise. Not to have anything documented or to 
cite "family knowledge" is to have a nice story which is 
considered hear-say. Even if we are doing our research 
"just for the family" our papers have a way of being 

copied and getting out of the immediate family's hands. 
How many of us have received undocumented 
information for a birth or death date that was "personal 
knowledge" to someone a hundred years ago? We must 
write down every source citation. And then it won't be 
such a chore for those who follow us or for those who are 
interested in seeing the original document. Documentation 
helps our own research by reminding us from where each 
date, place and fact: came. The weight of the birthdate on 
a death certificate is certainly less than the birthdate in a 
Bible written at the time of the birth. But how does it 
compare to a birthdate written in a Bible at a later time? 
Citing the sources in a consistent manner, including 
publication dates, etc., will help us decide which date 
might be truer. 

Computer software programs for genealogy are becoming 
more aware of source citations. Many of the new 
programs (and anyone that wants to be taken seriously) 
are including the ability to document from where your 
information came. Computer genealogists are also very 
concerned about the proliferation of data without the 
authority of sources. 

Another thread that ran through some of the presentations 
was that in searching for your "brick wall" ancestors, it 
would be good to note the people he or she came in 
contact: with and follow their deeds and probates. Even 
your poorest ancestor may have owed money to kin, been 
bailed out of trouble by his relatives or was a witness to 
a relative's deed or will . 

Tracing the neighbors as well could result in finding more 
about your people. Note the neighbors who were in the 
pre-1850 census with your ancestors. Track them from 
year to year to see if they stayed the same. Follow the 
neighbors' deeds which may state your ancestors' names 
as adjoining. Note from where the neighbors came. Since 
people traveled in groups, perhaps your ancestors came 
from the same place. Look at the larger picture and 
develop family and neighborhood relationships instead of 
concentrating on one ancestor for whom there are hardly 
any records. 

I am extremely glad to have taken the time and 
opportunity of furthering my genealogical education and 
going to hear this conference. (Some lectures are 
available on cassette tape from Repeat Performances .) 
But the vendor area of over 100 booths of everything 
genealogical also was a thrill to see! From t-shirts to 
CD's to both old and new books, it took almost the whol, 
four days to see it all. And the friendly people I met I am 
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sure to see again in Rochester, NY for the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies annual conference from August 
14 - 17, 1996. 

With Rochester, NY being so close to the western 
Pennsylvania region this conference promises to have 
plenty of the same types of lectures as above plus the 
locally specific ones concerning New York, Pennsylvania 
and Canadian records. Presentations will be made, among 
others, on "New York State Census Records," "Loyalist 
Ancestors: Gone to Canada," "19th-Century Irish 
Immigration to New York State," "An Overview of 
Pennsylvania Land Records," and "Lost in Pennsylvania? 
Try the Published Pennsylvania Archives." 

There are also scheduled many lectures on computers and 
genealogy, various ethnic genealogical methods, genetics 
and both electronic and traditional photography. 

Of the lectures that were presented at NGS, only a few 
will be repeated at EGS, such as: "Recording Your 
Evidence: How to Transcribe, Abstract, and Interpret 
Documents," "Adoption Research," "The Research 
Report: For Your Files and For Your Client," "Still 
Unpublished After Ail These Years: Writing Your Family 
History in Small, Manageable Pieces," "The Y
Chromosome in Genealogical Research, " and 
"Preponderance of Evidence: When CAN It Be Used?' 

Another feature of the FOS conference is that the lectures 
on Weds., Aug. 14 are geared to those who are interested 
in society management - from treasurers to newsletter 
editors to program chairs and marketing people. This is 
a great opportunity to learn more about how others run 
their societies and what works and does not work for 
them. Topics include, for example, "A Presence for 
Your Society on the World Wide Web," "More Than 
Advertising: Marketing Ideas for Genealogical Societies," 
"Tips on Successful Programs for Your Society," 
"Creating and Sustaining a Society Volunteer Program," 
"Planning a Tour for Your Genealogical Society," 
"Coming Apart at the Seams: Basic Steps for Societies 
with Problems," "Financial Reporting for Societies," 
"You're the Editor Now! The Responsibilities and F Wl of 
the Job."and "It Ain't No Sin to Make a Profit." 

This conference is an opportunity that does not present 
itself too often in our region. The knowledge gained in 
the lecture halls and the exhibit hall (with over 130 
vendors!) is truly worth the price of admission. New
fOWld cousins and friends are waiting for us in Rochester! 

F or a full conference brochure, write to: "In Your 
Ancestors Image," P .O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 
75083-0220. Advanced registration by July 1 is $95 for 
all four days and $50 for a single day. After July 1 
registration is $130 for four days and $65 for a single 
day. Elissa Powell will be attending and you may can her 
at 035-6961 for more information. 

CREES/CREESE REUNION 

We had a nice note from one of our members, Clara E. 
Smith, telling about a most successful family reunion she 
recently attended. Clara wrote - "On May 18, 1996 
forty some descendants gathered at the Little Hill United 
Methodist Church on Magee Road in Franklin Park for a 
reunion. They were the descendants of John and 
Elizabeth CREESE who were early settlers of what is 
now Franklin Park. Their deed is dated Sept., 2, 1802." 

"Many descendants of John Creese reside in that area 
today. They include the surnames of Creese, 
PLUECHEL, BUCKLEY, SCHURING, WOOD, 
BERNSDORFF, McLAUGHLIN, MOMORA and 
BASHAAR. Many of these people attended the reunion. 
The out-of-town people were the Creese, FOUNTAINS, 
REICHARDS and SMITH's." 

Do any of these names appear in your Franklin Park area 
family tree? Clara would be glad to hear from you. Clara 
E. Smith, 109 W. Sutter Road, Glenshaw, PA 15116. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
FOR NHG MEMBERS 

You may renew your membership for only $10.00 up 
WltilJuly 31. After July 31 the dues will be $12.00. 

Please remember to submit your five generation charts 
and 3 X 5 cards with Surname, Birth, Death and 
Marriage information. 

Summer is here and it is vacation time for your editor. I 
hope to have an interesting tale or two from our tip to 
Scotland. There will be no Newsletter in July. 

The date of the August Board meeting will be announce 
at the NHG meeting on July 16 or you may call any NHG 
officer for the information on either regular NHG 
meetings or Board meetings. 
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SUCCESS STORY 
Excepts from a letter by Margaret English Duffy, March 

1996. 

[The "Beginners Comer" article in February prompted 
me to share a success story of information secured 
without actually setting foot in Allegheny Cowrty. (The 
question - "I have ancestors from the Allegheny Co. 
area. Where do I start looking for information?") 

While the data base for my ancestors is extensive, my 
husband was feeling quite like an orphan. We knew only 
the names ofhis grandparents on both sides. Fortunately 
this did include his grandmothers' maiden names. We 
had no inkling of church affiliations or burial places. 
Armed with four names and certainty that they were 
centered in Allegheny CO\Dlt, we began. Remember that 
we are doing this from Columbus, not Pittsburgh. 

Microfilms of Allegheny CO\Dlty marriage license 
indexes, cross referenced by male and female applicants, 
are available for rental through a Family History Center 
(LDS). Using the source locally, I obtained the citations 
which enabled me to order from the County Recorder a 
copy of the marriage license for each set of grandparents. 

Because one grandmother was considered a minor at 19, 
her father's consent to marriage was also part of the 
complete license record. Thus we learned her father's 
first name, critical for a later search of census records. 
Otherwise this 1910 document told us the birthplace of 
each partner, age, current residence, occupation, the 
church where the marriage took place, and the officiating 
clergy. 

The 1913 application for the other set of grandparents 
provided more backgro\Dld. In addition to information 
about each partner, this later application also included the 
full names of the applicants' parents, their place of birth 
and occupations. Now we have great grandparents. 
Because I had copied from the index every applicable 
surname, I had a reference number for use in securing 
great grandmother's marriage license. This in tum 
indicates the ages of the two parents, again establishing a 
time frame for use in further reference. 

The addressees listed by each partner on the applications 
will focus my use of the city directories and Sanborn 
maps when I next do research in Allegheny CO\Dlty. 
Meanwhile from four names we now have twenty 
ancestor, all through research done "off site." ] 

THE GENEALOGIST'S PSALM 
Author Unknown 

Genealogy is my pastime. I shall not stray; 
It maketh me to lie down and examine half-buried 

tombstones . 

It leadeth me into still courthouses, 
It leadeth me in the paths of Census Records and ships' 

passengers lists for my surname's sake. 

Yes, though I walk through the shadows of research 
libraries and microfilm readers, 

I shall fear no discouragement for a strong urge is within 
me; the curiosity and motivation they comfort 
me. 

It demandeth preparation of storage space for the 
acquisition of cowrt:less documents. 

It anointest my head with burning midnight oil; my 
family group sheets runneth over. 

Surely birth, marriage, and death dates shall follow me all 
the days of my life; 

and I shall dwell in the house of a family-history seeker 
forever. 

[Thanks to Grace McVay for sharing this] 

RESEARCHING BY COMPUTER 
extracted from AncesTree, Nanaimo Family History 
Society Volume 13 No.1 Spring 1996 via Rooting 

Around Huron, Vol. 17, No.2, May 1996 

Every week dozens of new genealogy sites appear on the 
World wide Web. Here is a brief list of a few interesting 
home pages that you may want to visit: 

Critical Dates In Irish Genealogy 
http ://www.bess.todje/rootsldates.htm1 
Example: in 1909, Old Age Pensions were granted to 
all those who could prove they were at least 70 years of 
age. 

National Achieves of Ireland - Family History and 
Genealogy Page 
hfttp:1147.252.l33 .152/nat-archl 

Dutch Genealogy Homepage 
http://www.edu.cs.utwente.nl/-hoitinklgenealogy.html 
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Norwegian Emigrant Museum 
http://www.hamarnett.no/utvhom.htm 

GennanlRussian Genealogy Societies 
http://pixel.cs.vt.edu/library/societies.html 

Acadian Genealogy Home Page 
http://tdg.uoguelph.ca/-ycr/genealogy 

Swiss Genealogy 
http://vvww.genealogy.com/gene/www/regio/CHlsch 
weiz-en.html 

The Genealogy Home Page 
http://ftp.cac.psu.edu/-saw/genealogy.htm 

Qnery the Marriage Witness Indexes 
http://midas.ac.uk/genuki/mwi/query.htm 
How to find a name on the marriage witness indexes for 
England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Isle of Man, Channel 
Islands, Australia and New Zealand. 

ARE YOU RELATED TO A SETTLER 
OF CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP 

by Kelly Flanagan, Cranberry Journal, JW1e 5, 1996 

Helen Dewald, maiden name Goehring, is a direct 
descendant of an early Cranberry Township settler. The 
first GOEHRING traveled up the Benango Trail 
(Franklin Road) and made his home off that road, next to 
another early settler named Samuel DUNCAN. 

Helen still lives on the original Goerhing property and 
remembers the Duncans like they were her own family. 
DWlcan and Goerhing each had more than a half dozen 
children and today have hundreds of descendants. Helen. 
a member of the Cranberry Historical Society; is looking 
for those descendants as well as the descendants of 
several other early settlers. 

This year marks the 200 th anniversary of the first settler 
who came to the township. the Historical Society would 
like to recognize the descendants of those settlers at its 
annual picnic on July 18. "They are invited to join us and 
tell a bit of their history - who great-grandpa was," Helen 
says. 

She and several of the Society's 35 members have 
recorded much of the Cranberry's early history, and she 
says they are interested in further documenting the 
descendant's family histories. 

Helen says she helped found the historical society in 1988 
after she began to feel Cranberry's history slipping away. 
She has been dedicated to writing the Township's early 
history ever since. 

"People I knew were passing away ... The bulldozers were 
moving in. Nothing is as it was." 

F or next month's picnic, Helen asks that if you are a 
descendant, or if you know of someone who is a 
descendant of Cranberry's early settlers, please call 776-
1796. 

The society know of the following early settler names: 
GRAHAM, JOHNSON, RAMSEY, DUNCAN, 
HENRY, DAVIS, STOUT, CROFf, MARSHALL, 
ROWAN, COOKSON, MEEDER, SAMPLE, 
GOEHRING and V ANDIVORT. 

NEW ANCESTOR PBS SERIES 
Printed in Rooting Around Huron, May 1996, Vol. 17, 
No. 2; extracted from St. Clair County Family History 

Group Newsletter, Vol. 15, #4, Dec. 1995 

Ancestors is a new ten-part television series, dedicated to 
teaching genealogy and family history. The series will be 
on PBS stations nationwide in the fall of 1996. The series 
will feature ten episodes. 

Episode One: is an overview of the series and defines 
the pedigree chart. 
Episode Two: helps you get started at home. 
Episode Three: will focus on successfully interviewing 
and documenting stories of living relatives. 
Episode Four: will explain the difference between 
compiled and original records. 
Episode Five: takes you to repositories in the United 
States after exhausting home resources. 
Episode Six: will explore three American records 
groups including census, military and passenger lis t s . 
Interesting tips and stories of ethnic related migration 
patterns will also be given. 
Episode Seven: will focus on the American Indian and 
Afro-Americans. 
Episode Eight: will be devoted to genetic genealogy. 
Episode Nme: will look at the world of technology and 
show how computers and the Internet will help in 
research. 
Episode Ten: will give tips on family reunions, 
publishing your family history and sharing your 
infonnation with others. 
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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 
from Our Lady of the Angels Bulletin, October 1993 

Did you know .... As a goose flaps its wings, it creates an 
"uplift" for the bird following. By flying in a "V" 
formation, the whole flock adds 71 % greater flying range 
than if the bird flew alone. 

Lesson: People who share cornmon direction and sense 
of community can get where they are going quicker and 
easier because they are traveling on the thrust of one 
another 

ORPHAN RECORDS FROM ROSALIA 
FOUNDLING HOME 

from an article in Celebration, from the Sisters of 
Charity of Seton Hill, (Spring 1996 Issue, Volume 4, 
No.3) with pictures of children with their caregivers 

from 1948 to 1957. 

"Twenty years after their foundation in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, the Seton Hill Sisters of Charity, with 
diocesan approval, partnered with Mrs. Charles 
DONNELLY, wife of a prominent businessman, to 
initiate such a project: a foundling home. On July 16, 
1891, the Sisters of Charity took possession of a small 
house at 3935 Forbes Street. Within a month, eighteen 
infants arrived and the sisters realized more space was 
required. They procured, with the assistance of Mr. 
Donnelly, the old Ursuline Academy building at the 
comer of Cliff and Manilla Streets in the Hill District 
[Pittsburgh]. Named Roselia in memory of Mrs. (Roselia 
RAFFERTY) Donnelly, the institution soon opened a 
maternity ward for shelter and prenatal care. Mrs. 
Elizabeth DA VIS, a trained obstetrical nurse, joined the 
staff with physicians from Mercy Hospital in attendance. 
Dr. Charles STILLWAGON became resident physician 
caring for the residents including a growing number of 
married patients who came for their delivery. ... A new 
four-story Roselia building, located at 1635 Bedford 
Avenue, was dedicated on September 9, 1956." 

Twelve ledger books with records from 14 March 1892 
to 14 August 1971 show the children who were cared for 
by the Sisters and the name and address of the family by 
whom the child was adopted or temporarily placed. 

"Marie Hanlon - March 14, 1892 - placed - Mrs. Laura 
Wilson. Died." "Katherine - April 30, 1892 - placed in 
Latrobe." "Gertrude (Foundling) - October 26, returned 

Nov. 3, 1892." "Lottie Peech - December 6 or 7, 1893 
Died." "Albert - Sept. 15, 1896 - placed with Mrs. Elias 
Bronson." "Raphael - Oct. 2, 1899 sent to Saint Paul's 
Orphan Asylum, August 1904." 

The 27,000 births on record at the Office of the Secretary 
of the Congregation are subject to privacy laws but 
assistance is offered to adoptees seeking non-identifying 
birth and background information such as age, 
nationality, religion, occupation, family background and 
significant health history of the birth-parent. The amount 
and type of information available, however, varies from 
case to case and may even be fictitious at the time it was 
given. 

All records are maintained at DePaul Center, Mt. Thor 
Road, GreensbuIg, PA 15601. Files are cross-referenced 
by name of mother and child. Correspondence is also kept 
on file for future reference and in the hope that a letter 
from an adoptee may match a letter of waiver from a 
birth-mother. 
To request a search of Roselia files, a letter asking for 
release of non-identifying birth information should be 
sent to the DePaul Center and mUSt be notarized. A Self
Addressed Stamped Envelope should be included for the 
response. The exact birth date and other known pertinent 
information should be shared to assist in the accessing of 
files. The article also mentions old photos and medical 
charts which may not be accessible to the public. 

[Thanks to Elissa and Reed Powell for the above article] 

GERMAN-SWISS GROUP 

If you are researching ancestors of German-Swiss 
heritage, contact the Orangeburgh German-Swiss 
Genealogical Society, PO Box 974, Orangeburgh, SC 
29116. Dues are $15 for an individual, $20 for a family. 
This group produces a newsletter and other publications. 

It is with sadness we note the passing of our friend and 
fellow researcher. 

Julia A. Tawson 

Julia turned her genealogical research to adventure in 
Russia and Tunisia. She was an original and 
innovative member of the North Hills Genealogists. 

Julia died Saturday, May 18, 1996, she was 88. 
She will be missed. 
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NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS 

1996-1997 MEMBERSHIP INFORAMTION 

Please fill out the infonnation application below. When submitting this application, please make out a check 
for $10.00 (before August 1) or $12.00 (after August 1) payable to "NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS." 
All memberships nm from August through the following July. Members receive the monthly newsletters, 10 
issues a year; are entitled to submit unlimited free queries to the newsletter to request specific assistance with 
their research and are entitled to attend filed trips sponsored by NHG. The newsletter also contain a 
Beginners Comer; a list of dates and places for genealogical club meetings, seminars and conferences; Book 
Reviews; news of local genealogical and historical interest and other items. 

Mail your completed application and check to the following address: 

North Hills Genealogists 
do Northland Public Library 
300 Cumberland Road 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
NORTH HILLS GENEALOGISTS 

HomePhme: 

Street Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 

Date of Application: 

If desired, please list the surnames you are researching and the locality. For example, Smith, West Virginia; Jones, 
Beaver County; Brown, McCandless Township, Allegheny County, Etc. This infonnation will be included in a future 
newsletter. 
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BITS AND PIECES 

PORT OF GALVESTON, TEXAS 
from the WAGS Newsletter, Dec. 1995 

via Clark House News, Indiana Co. PA, April 1996. 

The Port of Galveston, Texas tends to be overlooked by 
researchers who flock to records of the five major ports -
Baltimore, New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia and 
Boston. At this important entry point processed large 
numbers of immigrants, primarily German and Eastern 
Europeans, for the 1840's through 1920. Galveston 
processed more than 11,000 German immigrants between 
1850 and 1855, according to the annual reports of the 
Secretary of State. The mailing address is: Texas 
Seaport Museum, 2016 Strand, Galveston TX 77550 

GENEALOGY COMPUTING NEWSLETTER 
AncesTree, Nanaimo Family History Society, Vol. 12, 

No.4 Winter 1995 via Rooting Around Huron, Vol. 17, 
No.2, May 1996 

Net surfers, GEDCOM, P AF, FTM, Kith & Kin, My 
Brother's Keeper and other computer program users may 
want to check out a newsletter: "GENEALOGICAL 
COMPUTING" which is available by writing for 
subscription information to: Box 478, Salt Lake City, UT 
84110. 

GET WELL WISHES 

We want to wish charter member, Verna Swint, a speedy 
recovery. If you would like to contact Verna her address 
is: Vema Swint, Baptist Homes, 489 Castle Shannon 
Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15234. 

July 16 - Bonnie McCabe, U. S. Census 
Aug. 20 - Audrey Iacone, PA Dept. Carnegie Library 
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