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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

"Some books are lies frae end to end" 
Robert Bums, 1787 

Ba.lo.ney 2. (slang) nonsense 
Webster's New World Dictionary 

Using a dubious combination of legend and fact the Tudor 
Kings of England traced their lineage to King Arthur. As 
in many cases the medieval 'scholars' used genealogy to 
bolster claims to thrones and ancient lands. In this 
country, the Mayflower would sink of the weight of 
everyone who wanted to get his family on board. 

March 14, 1870, speaking before the Pennsylvania 
Historical Society, William Canby recounted the story 
that his grandmother, Betsy Ross, had designed and sown 
the first American flag. Without any proof or records this 
story was accepted as fact in the patriotic fog of the 
upcoming centennial celebration in Philadelphia. This 
very thin family legend became a historical fact in school 
textbooks and in the national "common knowledge." 

The bad news is that family legends seem to be rarely 
verifiable and are based on little historical fact. The good 
news is that the real stories are better than the legends. I 
discovered a book some years ago called ''the Dynasty of 
Western Outlaws" by Horan. Using first person accounts, 
Pinkerton records and newspapers, the author attempted to 
tell a true story of men such as Billy the Kid and Jesse 
James. It turns out the real story was better and more 
interesting than any Hollywood treatment. 

In my own family, as in many Irish or Scottish families, 
exists an anti-English myth. My ancestor was forced to 
flee because of crime against the establishment. As a 
young man in Ireland, he brained a tax collector with a 
frying pan and was forced to flee to the colonies. In fact, 
he was well off as a son of a county squire. His sister was 
married to Lord Amtrim himself. However, as a third son, 
he declared to make his fortune in the New World, well 
financed, for glory or gain. Later, he became a soldier and 
was killed in battle in 1777. The facts, again are so much 
better than the myth. I suspect the 'family legend' started 
out as a joke. 

Not all our ancestors can be great heros or great villains, 
but hidden in myth there are great stories. As truth 
seekers, we press on. 

Our last speaker, Ms. Uhl, from the new Heinz History 
Center, was very successful in taking us on a word and 
picture tour of this important Pittsburgh facility. I hope to 
visit soon. Join us for the November Roundtable and the 
exciting December Social. 

Keith 

DECEMBER SOCIAL 

Sign up at either the Oct. or Nov. meeting or call 
Keith Kerr at his work number, 1-800-554-1180 to 
sign up to join us for a tour of the seasonally 
decorated Nationality Rooms at the Cathedral of 
Learning ($2 adult or $1 Senior Citizen) followed 
by lunch at the Church Brew Works Restaurant. 
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WHERE GENEALOGISTS MEET 

Sat., Oct. 26 at 1-3 p .m. WPGS Computer Interest 
Group at the Conference Room at the Carnegie Library 
building in Oakland. 

Tues., Nov. 5 at 7:30 p.m. NHG Board Meeting at 
Northland Library, Conference Room. All members are 
welcome to attend. 

Sat., Nov. 16 at 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. WPGS meetiD& 
at the Lecture Hall at the Carnegie Library Building in 
Oakland. Program: Beginners program including Elissa 
Powell on Skeleton Closet products. 

Tues., Nov. 19 at 7:00 p.m. - Regular NHG meeting at 
Northland Library. Program: Roundtable Discussion. 

Sat., Dec. 7 at 10:00 a.m. - December Social: Christmas 
at the Nationality Rooms, University of Pittsburgh 
Cathedral of Learning, Lunch at Church Brew Works 
Restaurant following the tour. See front page for details. 

GENEALOGY CONFERENCES 

The Feds Have It: Federal Records Seminar with Jolm 
Philip Coletta, Ph.D. is being presented by the Franklin 
County Genealogy Society, Columbus, Ohio. on 
Saturday, October 26. The seminar will be held at the 
Chemical Abstracts Services Auditorium and will run 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Subjects to be covered 
include Passenger Arrival Records 1820-1957, 
Naturalization Records 1790-1906, F ecleral Court 
Records 1789-1911, Passport Applications 1791-1925 
and Homestead Files 1862-1908. Registration before 
Oct. 1 will be $15.00 workshop only or $27.75 workshop 
and lunch. After October 1 it will be $20.00 for workshop 
and $32.75 for lunch and workshop. Send to: Ken 
Polilng, Program Coordinator, 628 Hartford St., 
Worthington, OH 43085. Call 1-614-885-7510 with 
questions. 

York County Ancestor Fair, Springetts Fire Hall, 3013 
E . Market St., York, PA. Saturday 26 Oct. 1996. 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission $3. Surname directory is 
being complied listing names and addresses of individuals 
doing research. Price is $4 for 5 names. Send to Lancaster 
Surname Directory, Carolina Trader Promotions, PO Box 
769, Munroe, NC 28111-0769 or call Richard and Esther 
shields at 704-282-1339. 
NEHGS Comes to Philadelphia's Main Line - The New 

North Hills Genealogists 

England Historic and Genealogical Society, in conjunction 
wit the Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, is sponsoring 
a conference on November 15 & 16 at the Radnor Hotel in 
St. David's, PA. The principal speaker is Llyod DeWitt 
Bockstruck, head of the Genealogical section at the Dallas 
Public Library. Other speakers are Craig W. Horle, 
Annette K. Burgert, Jane Adams, and Roger D. Joslyn. 
You may get additional information from NEHOS by 
calling (617) 688-5800 or picking up a brochure in the 
Pennsylvania Department at Carnegie Library. 

HERITAGE ALBUM CLASS 

On Sunday, December 8 at 1:30 p .m. at the Northland 
Library two NHO members, Debi MacIntyre, Creative 
Memories Unit Manager and Elissa Powell, Certified 
Genealogical Records Specialist, will present a class on 
creating a Heritage Photo Album. Both Debi and Elissa 
are experts in their fields so this should be an excellent 
class. For more information contact Debi MacIntyre at 
366-2462. 

QUERIES 

Looking for George WILSON (Hazelwood, Pittsburgh 
and Beaver County); Frank L. WILSON and G. 
RAFFERTY (Pittsburgh and Allegheny County); and 
LAPPE (Pittsburgh and North Side Pittsburgh). 
Contact: John Wilson, 414 Golden Grove, Baden, P A 
15005. 

Looking for Joseph McCLAY (Belfast, Ireland ca.1814); 
DAVIDSON (Ireland ca. 1775); McMURRAY (Belfast, 
Ireland; Manamet MA; HA wrHORNE NJ); 
FERGUSON (Belfast, Ireland); FUNK (philadelphia, 
New Orleans); HIRSCH (Waldeck, Germany ca. 1824); 
Hugh YOUNG (Ireland ca. 1806); Franke BYERS 
(Ireland ca. 1795); WILSON (Ireland ca. 1810); 
GRAHAM (Doland Ireland 1841); and George HAYES 
(Raymelton, Ireland, ca. 1800). Contact: Dolores Young, 
1005 Norewood Ave, Pittsburgh 15202. 

Looking for JARVIS (Ireland and Forward TWp, P A); 
STARKEY (Clarksburg area WV); FIRABEN (Alsace
Lorraine); and LOWfHER (WV). Contact: Robert 
Jarvis, 4129 Surry Dr, Allison Park, PA 15101. 

Looking for PARK (WV); HEAVEN, MELZ and 
SUKOSKY (Allegheny City, PA); and IIILLIGAS 
(Green County PA, Carroll County OH and Cadiz OB). 
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Contact: Wayne Palke. 382 Calderwood Ave Pittsburgh 
15202. 

Lookng for ENNIS (Branford COlmty PA and Sussex 
County NJ); Wll..LIAMS (Luzerne Country, PA); 
ROBERTS (Tioga County P A); Mason (NYC); 
JONES (Plymouth, Luzerne County P A); and 
METCALF (Nanticoke, Luzerne County, PA). Contact: 
Sue Ennis, 206 Pennsylvania Ave, Zelienople, PA 16063. 

Looking for HAHN (Spring HiUIMt Troy Area, 
Pittsburgh PA); SEmERT (Ross Twp, PA); BRANDT 
and STEIGHNER (Butler County PA); James 
BRADFORD (Wilmington DE); .and Thomas E . 
BURNS (and Sarah Gallagher (Woburn, MA). Contact: 
Betty Balm, 6901 Church Ave, Ben Avon PA 15202. 

Looking for KATZENMEYER (Pittsburgh and Hessen 
Darmstadt); BROWN (Richard Twp PA and Hanover 
GE); JUNGHANS (Allegheny City, Pittsburgh, and 
Germany); GmALOFSKI (pittsburgh and Gennany); 
DA VIS, DAVIES, DA VIESS (KY, IN, JL, and MO); 
JENKINS (KY and IN); mCKS (KY, Brown County 
OH, and IN); MOFORD (KY, Brown County OH, JL); 
and O'BRIEN (Brown County OH and Clay County IN). 
Contact: Lois Daviess, 127 Hoffman Rd, Glenshaw PA 
15116. 

Looking for Hennan ROSS (b. 1842 Altmorsham, Kassel 
Hessen); Carolina KESTNER (b.1837 Waltershausen, 
Saxon Gotha, Gennany); Christian DOELLING (b. 
1833 Rossbach Austria, d., PA); Catharina MATmS 
(b. ca.1837 Asch Bohemia Austria); Herman 
HEGMANN (b.1850 Muehlheim, Gennany); Anna 
Luise REHMANN (b. 1849 Holthausen, Gennany); 
Jacob HOm.. (b. 1847 Gennany) and Sophia Katrinia 
HORNBERGER (b. 1848 Oldenburg Germany). They 
all ended up in the Pittsburgh P A area. Contact Dorothy 
Ross, 2506 Hamilton Ave, Glenshaw P A 15116. 

Looking for SPAHR (Warren OH and Carlisle PA); and 
GRIFFEN (Sharon P A). Contact: Norine 
Benzenhoefer, 2684 Pointview Dr, Allison Park, PA 
15101. 

Seeking info on parents & lineage of George mRST, b. 
27 Oct. 1797, PA. Married 1st Mary BYINGTON of 
Pittsburgh, PA on 7 Oct. 1824; 2nd Nancy 
DONALDSON 15 Aug. 1850. Contact: Helen Hirst 
Christy, 335 High Street, Denver CO 80218. 

PLEASE USE A SASE WHEN YOU WRITE 

North Hills Genealogists 

BEGINNERS CORNER 

Question: What are Ahnentafel Charts? 

Answer: Ahnentafel is a Gennan word meaning 
ancestor table and it uses the same numbering system as 
the pedigree charts with which we are familiar. 

Counting backwards, you are the first generation and are 
# 1. Your father is #2 and your mother is #3 and they are 
the 2nd generation. 

Counting each generation back, double the child's 
number. Your father (#2) is the child of your grandfather 
(#4), and your grandfather (#4) is the child of (#8), etc. 
To find the wife of each male generation add one to his 
number. Similarly, to find the father of your mother (#3) 
double her number to #6. 

Males always appear as even numbers and females will 
always be odd numbers. 

Almentafel charts allow us to put more infonnation on a 
lot less space than does a pedigree chart. 

Source: Past Finder,the publication of the Hemet-San 
Jacinto Genealogical society via The Family Tree, Vol. 
V, No.5, Oct.lNov., 1994 

BOOK REVIEW 

Yet another previously unexplored area of genealogically 
useful data has come to print: Anglo-American settlers 
who lived iil the Spanish colonies of American. 

Anglo-Americans in Spanish Archives, just issued by 
Genealogical Publishing Company, is a collection of data 
culled from records now in Seville, Spain, covering the 
years 1766 to 1784, when the Spanish government 
claimed jurisdiction over a large section of the Southeast. 

The settlements covered include Mobile and Tombecbe, 
Alabama~ Pensacola and St. Augustine, Fla.; Baton 
Rouge, LA.; Natchez and Nogales, Miss.; and New 
Madrid, Mo. Data is not only for those communities, but 
sometimes large territories around them. 

Data for each depends on nature of the records. For 
example, for Natchez, only the names of the settlers and 
the years those names appeared in lists of residents are 
reported. On the other hand, for Pensacola, the 
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occupation or status of the person, and his or her place of 
origin, ifknown, is given. Sometimes, ages and number of 
children by sex are given. 

In all, 7,000 settlers are named by state and then 
alphabetically. The 349-page volume contains a nearly 
60-page index. Author Lawrence H. Feldman also 
includes 15 pages of introduction into the history of the 
region, and the archives from which is infonnation is 
extracted - in case you wish to delve further into this 
difficult realm of research. There are also infonnative 
notes on each of the territories, often including hints on 
where the Anglo settlers may have come from. 

The book is subtitled, "A Finding Aid," and for those who 
may have ancestors who lived in this region, important 
clues to their whereabouts may just be uncovered. Most 
of the information cannot be fO\Dld anywhere else on this 
continent. 

Anglo-Americans in Spanish Archives costs $30 (plus 
$2.50 postage and handling) from Genealogical 
Publishing Company, Dept. SM, 1001 North Calvert 
Street, Baltimore, Md., 21202-3897 (1-800-727-6687), 
The above review by Jack Sanders, Internet. 

BOOK FOR SALE 

Just a reminder, in case you missed this last month, that 
Joe Bullick, one of our regent speakers, is one of the 
authors of this new book. 

The book Township of Pine - Two Hundred Years of 
Community Pride is for sale at the Citizens National 
Bank in Wexford P A. The soft cover book has 140 pages 
and sells for $15.00. 

RESEARCHING BY COMPUTER 

Genealogical Computing is a quarterly journal published 
in the months of January, April, July and October by 
Ancestry Incorporated, 440 South 400 West, Bldg. D, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101. Subscriptions are $25 
annually. Please add $5 Foreign postage for Canada and 
Mexico. Call toll free: 1 800 531-1790 throughout the 
US and Canada. The internet addresses are as follows: 

76400.2667@compuserve. 

gbdc96d@prodigy.com 

BOOK COMMITTEE REPORT 

If you have a book title you would like the book 
committee to place on their list of books to be purchased 
and donated to Northland Library, please contact Marion 
Hyle, Gary Schlemmer, or Elissa Powell. The committee 
is always open to new ideas. Marion Hyle is currently 
updating our list of books we have purchased and donated 
to the library over the years. We have donated a sizeable 
number of books to Northland Library, something our 
club membership should feel proud of. 

WE NEED HELP, PLEASE! RESPOND 

WE COULD STILL USE SOME HELP. Listed below 
are just three opportunities. Please consider helping us 
out. 

We are looking for a volunteer that will pick up the 
newsletters from the printer, put the mailing labels on the 
newsletters, put them in alphabetical order and then bring 
them to the monthly meetings. Two months out of the 
year, July and December, we do not have a newsletter. 
The newsletter goes to the printer one week before the 
monthly meeting date. If you could help us out with this 
task please contact Keith Kerr or any Board member. 

Anyone interested in computers/typing that could help 
with/or do the newsletter subject/name index or the NHG 
Newsletter should contact either Marcia Coleman or 
Keith Kerr. 

The library does not set up the room for our monthly 
meets . Anyone that could come early to the monthly 
meeting, 6:15 p.m., to help set up the chairs should 
contact Keith Kerr or Gary Schlemmer. 

LET'S SHARE, DONATE & RECYCLE 

Your editor is always looking for articles and materials on 
varied subjects. In your reading and research if you 
come upon something interesting, please bring it to our 
attention. Bring the material to the meeting or drop it in 
the mail using our library address. 

Please bring in your old genealogical magazines and 
newsletters and place them on the freebee table for others 
to take and use. We will have a donation can nearby to 
which you may donate when taking the free materials. 
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HALLOWEEN, AN ANCIENT 
TRADITION 

The Family Tree, Vol. V, No.5, Oct.lNov. 1994 

The trick-or-treat holiday of October 31 came from the 
ancitnt Celtic culture of Scotland and Ireland, where the 
night before November 1 - then known as "New Years 
Day" was the time when evil spirits and demons of ''the 
other world" invaded man's world. 

DRACULA 
Newsletter of the Augustan Society via the Genealogy 

Society of Southern Rlinois Newsletter, via The Family 
Tree, Vol. V, No.5, Oct.lNov. 1994 

The descendants of the Romanian Price Vlad Tepez 
DRACULA are not thrilled by the success of Francis 
Ford Coppola's 1993 film, Dracula. Princess Alexandria 
CARADJA-DRACULA was interviewed in her Paris 
apartment for her opinion on the subject. 

The 75-year old princess, who has lived in Paris for the 
past 50 years, denies that the Dracula ofBram Stoker and 
the Dracula who was her ancestor have anything to do 
with one another. "To begin with, he was a prince, not a 
count," declares the princess, "and is revered today as a 
Romanian national hero." 

Prince Vlad TEPEZ BASSARABA lived in the 15th 
century between the Danube and the Carpathians, where 
he proved his mettle in battle with the invading Turks -
bloody battles which he usually crowned with the 
impaling of his prisoners, hence his surname Tepez, the 
Impaler. 

The name Dracula has a much more conventional source. 
Prince Vlad's father was a member of the Luxemburgian 
Order of the Dragon, "Dracul" in Romanian. Thus Prince 
Vlad was known as the "son of the Dragon". The name 
has continued down to this day. The current holder of the 
title Prince of Dracula is a German living in Berlin, who 
was adopted for lack of a male heir. 

A FITZ IS WHAT? 
TheFamily Tree, Vol. VI, No.4, Aug./Septl1996 

The Fitz in front of a name means son of just like Mac, 
Me, etc. It comes from the Latin word for son,fillus via 
the French. 

SOMETHING TO TBINK ABOUT! 
MOTHER OR GRANDMOTHER? 
The Family Tree, Vol. VI, No.6, Dec. 95/Jan. 96 

Many older mothers showed up in reports and family 
histories. In truth, these women were usually the 
grandmother of the baby, not his or her mother. 

These were the years when having a baby out of wedlock 
was cause to be banished from the community, plus 
creating a stigma on the whole family. 

To get around this, mothers of teenage girls would pass 
the girls' babies off as their own. The fashions of the time 
made it easy to hide a pregnancy. Besides, children were 
born at home without prior trips to the doctor - and most 
times without a doctor at all. Also, even married women 
did not discuss their pregnancy openly. If people 
suspected the truth about who was actually the mother, 
they said nothing as the same thing had probably 
happened in their own families where the remedy would 
have been the same. This practice is thought to have 
continued in rural areas into the 1920s. 

BORN IN VIRGINIA? 
The Family Tree, Vol. VII, No. 1 Feb.lMarch 1996 

If a reference is made to a person having been born in 
Virginia as early as 1728 as to late as 1863, it could mean 
that he was born in: 

Any part ofnIinois from 1781 to Statehood in 1818. 
Any part of Indiana from 1781 to Statehood 1816. 
Any part of Kentucky from 1775 to Statehood in 1792. 
Any part of Maryland from 1775 to Statehood in 1792. 
Any part of North Carolina from 1728 to Statehood in 

1779. 
Any part of Ohio from 1778 to Statehood in 1803. 
Any part of Pennsylvania from 1752 to 1786. 
Any part of Tennessee from 1760 to 1803 . 
All of West Virginia from 1769 to 1863. 

With thanks to The Appleland Bulletin and Florence 
Cladboume. 

TIDBITS: Mosquitoes (ponkis, in the Indian tongue) 
were common in certain places in P A such as 
Punxsutawney, which in Indian tongue means 
"Ponksutenink", town oftheponkis. From Clark House 
News, Feb. 1996. 
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FOREIGN CURRENCY EXCHANGE 
MADE SIMPLE 

by Paul Milner, Park Ridge, Dlinois 
FGS Forum, Summer 1995, Volume 7 Number 2 

I got a call recently from Carol, one of our society 
members who wanted to join the Kent Family History 
Society in England. She wanted to mow how to send six 
English pOWlds (£6) to pay her annual dues. 

As genealogists we often face the Wlusual dilemma of 
how to make a payment in a foreign currency. That 
payment might be for the purchase of a book in German 
marks, the fee in Italian lire to get a copy of a birth 
record, or the fee to pay a researcher in Norwegian krone 
for the work he has done tracing your family. Often these 
amoWlts can be as small as a few dollars, and it is difficult 
to make the payments without doubling or tripling the 
costs because of currency conversions or bank charges. 

The Wrong Way 

I cautioned Carol that the wrong way of making this 
payment would be to call the local bank, find out what the 
exchange rate for the English pOWld is currently, convert 
into dollars and then send a dollar check for the purchase. 

There are many problems with making payments this 
way. When the recipient gets Carol's check the currency 
exchange rate may be different, and she may have 
overpaid or Wlderpaid. In recent months we have seen the 
dollar fall against the German mark and the Japanese yen. 
At the same time we have seen the Mexican peso plummet 
against the dollar. 

Even if the currency rate is stable, the banks will take a 
large fee to make the conversion in the local currency if 
they will do it at all. The farther from a metropolitan a~, 
the less likely they will even make the exchange. 

The last point of caution I gave Carol is that it is very 
arrogant to assume that a personal check or money order 
in US dollars would be accepted as legal tender anywhere 
in the world. Think how she would feel if someone from 
overseas sent her a personal check drawn in a foreign 
currency. What hassles would she have to go through to 
get any money out of that payment? 

The Right Way 

The simple solution to this dilemma is a service provided 
by Ruesch International. Ruesch International, is a 

company fOWlded in 1980 by Otto J. Ruesch to provide a 
foreign check conversion service that can efficiently 
handle the issuance and collection of low-value foreign 
denominational items. Fifteen years later the company is 
the premier provider of global payment services for 
individuals. The company can presently make exchanges 
in 35 currencies, and this list continues to grow. 

How does the service work? To join the Kent Family 
History Society Carol needs a check for £6 
(approximately $10). Carol would call Ruesch 
International at (800) 424-2923 and ask for the 
international service representative. She tells them she 
needs a check for £6 made payable to the Kent Family 
History Society. The representative will tell her what the 
current conversion rate is and lock that rate in for her. 
They will tell her what amount this is in dollars and add a 
two dollar fee for the transaction. She will also be given a 
transaction number. Carol will then send a check or 
money order in US dollars to Ruesch International, and 
upon receipt of good fwtds, Ruesch will mail the foreign 
currency check to her. Carol will receive the check for the 
exact amount needed. She can then send her payment to 
the local society for her dues. 

Converting Foreign Currency Into Dollars 

Ruesch International can also help Carol receive money. 
Let's say Carol has made a payment to an overseas 
organization and they have issued a reftmd check drawn in 
their local currency, she can also ask Ruesch to help her 
get the reftmd into dollars. She should endorse the check 
on the back and make it "Payable to Ruesch 
International, II then mail the endorsed check to Ruesch 
International, 700 11th Street NW, Washington DC 
2001-4507. Phone (202)408-1200. 

The conversion will be done at competitive rates and she 
will be sent the dollar equivalent right away, less two 
dollars per check for the service. 

Credit Card Transactions 

There are times when Carol can use her credit card instead 
of Ruesch. When she is dealing with a vendor overseas, 
e.g. book seller, she may be able to pay using her credit 
card. This will be determined by the overseas vendors' 
ability to take payment with such cards. The dealer 
accepts payment in local currency and the cost to her is 
what ever the conversion rate is on the day the electronic 
transaction takes place. This is a very competitive 
conversion rate with no additional charges. She needs to 
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use the same precautions she would in using her credit 
cards here in the US. 

Good Luck 

Worries about how to make those foreign payments should 
not stop you from doing your research. When Carol 
realized how simple and inexpensive the process was to get 
a payment in a foreign currency, she got excited. She has 
now joined three other family history societies in England. 
Now you too can give it a try and open up a new world of 
opportlUlities and resources. 

[paul Milner, is a professional genealogist and lecturer. He 
is a native of northern England and has specialized in 
British Isles genealogical research for the past 15 years. 
He is the president of the British Interest Group of 
Wisconsin and llIinois, a member of the Genealogical 
Speakers Guild, Association of Professional Genealogists, 
the Society of Genealogists (London) and several English 
Family History Societies.] 

SPECIAL NHG NONPRIZE WINNING 
CONTEST 

If ...... .......................... .. . 

A group offrogs is called an army. 
A group of rhinos is called a crash. 
A group ofkangaroos is called a mob. 
A group of whales is called a pod. 
A group of geese is called a gaggle. 
A group of ravens is called a murder. 
A group of officers is called a mess. 
A group of larks is called an exaltation. 
A group of owls is called a parliament. 

Then a group of Genealogists would be called a 
7717 ..... .. ...... .. ................ ..... .... . 

Send in your suggestions to our address here at the 
Northland Library. We will publish the best answers in an 
upcoming issue. Thanks go to our president Keith Kerr 
for coming up with the mind boggling challenge. 

TIDBITS: Genealogists gathering information are a lot 
like a dog chasing a car. Often they do not know what do 
do with it once they get it. Seen in The Quest ftom the 
Florida Chapter via the Rocky Mountain Buckeye, Vol. 
VU, No. 5 Dec. 951 Jan. 96 

MIGRATION PAITERNS WITHIN THE U.S. 
MAY HELP FIND AN ANCESTOR 

Sacramento, California Norea! Newsletter, Jan., 1995, 
via MahoningMeanderings, April 1995, Vol. 19 

1800----The second national census. 
180 I---V ery heavy immigration from Europe due to a 

series of crop failures and the lifting of travel 
restrictions there. 

1803----The Louisiana Purchase completed adding a 
huge territory to the US. and more than doubling 
its area, opening the way to mass immigration in
to the new western regions. Yellow fever strikes 
New York. 

1805------Settlements begins in Minnesota. 
1807-1809---Jefferson's embargo locks up U.S . fleets in 

US. ports. No immigration possible ootil spring 
of 1809. Settlers from "back east" locate in 
Montana. 

1809-1812--Great waves ofimrnigrants to America from 
Ireland. This stops when war of 1812 breaks out. 

1810-----Third National census taken in the US. 
1811-----The "National" or Cumberland Road opens, 

leading settlers from the East into the Ohio
Indiana-lliinois region. First use of steam boats 
for travel on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers . 

1812--------Onlyone ship load of immigrants arrives from 
Germany the entire year, mainly due to war in 
Europe. 

1812-1814-Thewar of 1812 or the "Second War of 
Independencell

, between the U.S. and Britain. This 
results in the burning of government offices in 
Washington, D.C. by the British and the des
truction of many bounty land and other records 
pertaining Revolutionary War participants. Many 
US. men fought in the war of 1812. 

1816-------Steam boats begin traveling on the Great 
Lakes. Worst agricultural catastrophe in memory 
in Europe, the climax of a series of bad years. 
"The year without a summer" in Europe and the 
US. due to a succession of cold and prolonged 
winter weather on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Potato crop poor in Ireland: oats a total failure. 
Few grain reserves in Europe and rises in prices. 
Much emigration, especially to the US. First 
payment of invalid pensions awarded to voloo
teers militia and state troops who served in the 
American Revolution. Before that, only veterans 
with Continenta1 service qualified. 

1816-1817---So-called "hooger-typhus" in Germany 
sends many to America when wartime travel 
restrictions are lifted .. 

1818-------Pensions for service granted veterans who had 

North Hills Genealogists - 27 - October1996 (Vol. 7. #3) 



been in the Continental forces during the 
Revolution, rather than for disability. 

1819---Financial panic in the US., many state banks 
collapse. Much internal migration within this 
country. 

1820------4th US. Federal census. Many Revolutionary 
War pensioners removed from pension rolls 
because they were not indigent. 

1820-1825--A fever starts along the Schuykill River in 
Pennsylvania and spreads across the country as 
many migrate. 

1821--Sante Fe trail becomes popular migration 
route to Texas and the Southwest. 

1822---Some Revolutionary War pensioners restored 
to pension rolls, newly collected veterans 
information. 

1828------Former Officers and soldiers of the Revolution 
who didn't qualify previously for service pensions 

awarded such. 
1830----Sth National census. 
1831----Asiatic cholera begins in England and is 

brought to America by emigrant ships. Glessen 
Society of Germany attempts to set a German 
colony in America. Some of the immigrants stop 
off in New York City, western Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. The remainder settle in Louisiana, but the 
colony doesn't prosper. 

1832-1835-Construction of canals in Indiana calls 
workers and families. 

1832---Cholera ravages in New York City and other 
large American cities. First service pension 
authorized for all Revolutionary War service 
personnel. Widows and dependents entitled to 
monies due a deceased veteran, making new 
applications with more family information and 
death records of veterans that had to be sent to 
apply. 

1833----~--Germans from Hesse and Bavaria start a 
colony in Arkansas. 

1834----German colonists arrive from Bremem and 
start a colony near St. Charles, Missouri. A 
second boatload arrives at Baltimore, but few get 
to the Missouri settlement. This colony, too, was 
sponsored by Glessen Society. Records kept. 

1836---Widows of Revolutionary War veterans made 
eligible for pensions if the veteran was on the 
pension rolls in 1828 and the marriage took place 
while the veteran was still in service before 3 
November 1783. Another law grants pension for 
widow if she married the veteran before 1794. 
More Information had to be sent in, in regards to 
this information to apply. 

1837---Typhus kills many in Philadelphia. In the 

same year, Jolm Deere introduces the steel plow 
into America, making plowing of virgin land, 
especially prairie sod, possible. Financial panic 
again. Poor crops in the west, made migrating a 
necessitate again. By this date, also three-fourths 
of Michigan's population was from New York. 
Revolutionary War widows who had remarried 
were made eligible for pension if they were 
again widowed. Making more information of 
second marriage on government records, the 
trouble is they had to apply as second marriage 
last name on the files. 

1840---6th Federal census. 
1840-1843-Many Germans migrate up the Mississippi 

from New Orleans to settle Missouri and nlinois. 
1841------Yellow fever epidemics throughout the U.S. 

especially in the South. 
1842--New York Central railroad completed from 

Albany to New York City. First wagon train 
leaves for Oregon. 

1843--The Oregon Trail with many migrations on it 
coming from Ohio. 

1844--First wagon train from Independence Missouri 
heads for California. By this year, 500 
American families were settled at Sacramento. 

1844-1847-Thousands of Germans pour into southwest 
Texas, sponsored by the Nobles' Association 
of German nobility; the colony fails, but records 
of Nobles' Association kept. 

1846----Dutch Secessionists from the Netherlands 
state church settle in Holland, Michigan. 

1846-1848---War with Mexico, US. gains huge territory 
in the southwest including Texas, many war 
veterans from other states buried there. 

1846-1856---The Mormon Trail leads from Council 
Bluffs, Iowa through Nebraska and Wyoming to 
Utah. Many deaths and burials on the way. 

1847-------Severe yellow fever epidemic in New Orleans. 
Great Mormon migration from Iowa to Utah. 
This route soon became one of the main migra
tion arteries to California. 

1848---Gold discovered in California, starts mass 
rnigrations to western America and spurs great 
European and other immigrations. 

1849---Cholera in Pennsylvania, Tennessee and New 
Orleans, caused mass migration. 

THANKS 

Your editor would like to thank all of you for signing the 
sympathy card that was sent to me when my father died. 
It was comforting to know that you were all thinking 
about me and my extended family in Buffalo. 
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THE ORIGINS OF NORTH HILLS 
BOROUGHS, TOWNS AND TOWNSHIPS 

North Hills News Record, North Hills Conllmmity 
Guide, August 19, 1996 

ADAMS Township: Named for John ADAMS, the 
second president of the U.S. and his son John Quincy 
Adams, the sixth President. 

SEVEN FIELDS Borough: Seceded from Cranberry in 
the early 1980's. 

BELLEVUE Borough: Bellevue was founded in 
1867. The area originally was part of the Depreciation 
Land Grant territory. The first residents were James 
ROBINSON and Hugh Henry BRACKENRIDGE. 
Robinson's 412-acre portion, in what is the western half 
of Bellevue, was called "Sandy Bottom." Resident 1.1. 
EAST, a French linguist and scholar suggested the 
borough be named Belle Vue, which is French for 
beautiful view. 

EVANS CITY Borough: It was founded in 1837. The 
borough was named Evansburg for an early settler. It 
was changed to Evans City in February of 1968. 

V ALENCIA Borough: Founded in 1896. Known 
originally as Brookside, the community name was 
changed to Sunnyside in the early 1890's. It was 
switched to Valencia in order to establish a post office. 

WEST VIEW Borough: Founded in 1905. Named 
after the West View Inn, a hotel. 

WEST DEER Township: It was founded in 1836. The 
first settler in West Deer was Benjamin PAUL. He made 
a clearing, build a log shanty and planted apple trees on 
the land, which was later settled by James HAZLETT. 

SHALER Township: It was founded in 1847. It was 
named in honor of Judge Charles SHALER. In 1788, 
The Court of Quarter Sessions of Allegheny County 
established the Township of Pitt, which included the land 
north of the Allegheny and Ohio rivers in Allegheny 
County. During the next 13 years, this township split six 
times until Shaler was formed. 

HAMPTON Township: It was founded in 1861 . It was 
named in honor of Judge Moses HAMPTON, who 
signed the incorporating papers. 
MARS Borough: It was chartered in 1895. Businesses 
formed aroWld two grist mills, a railway and a distillery 

in the late 1800's. When oil was found on John 
BALFOUR's farm, wells popped up throughout the 
area, and the population increased. Some say the area 
received its name from the planet, according to the wish 
of Samuel PARK, whose home became the first post 
office during the early 1860's. But most agree it was 
named for Samuel MARSHALL, the first director of the 
post office. 

ROSS Township: It was founded in 1809. It was named 
for James ROSS, a two-term U. S. Senator and 
Pittsburgh attorney. 

FORWARD Township: It was founded in the late 
1700's. Peter McKINNEY, a drummer and fife player 
during the Revolutionary War, staked his claim on 400 
acres. 

HARMONY Borough: It was founded in 1804 and 
incorporated in 1840. A group of German immigrants 
called harmonists bought 5,000 acres ofland in 1804 and 
laid the foundations for one of America's most successful 
experiments in communal living. Their idea was to live 
in complete harmony with God and man. A major belief 
of the society was celibacy, which caused the group to 
decrease in numbers. In 1814, the group sold Harmony 
to Abraham ZIEGLER for $100,000 and moved to 
New Harmony, Indiana, and later returned to nearby 
Economy. Ziegler and his associates were Mennonites, 
and the town became associated that that sect. 

ZELIENOPLE Borough was founded around 1803 and 
incorporated in 1840. Dettmar BASSE purchased 
10,000 acres of Depreciation Lands and established the 
borough, naming it after his daughter whose nickname 
was Zelie. Her real name was Fredericka Wilhelmina 
Basse PAS SA V ANT. 

McCANDLESS Townffownship. It was founded in 
1851 by WLlson McCANDLESS, an attorney and judge, 
when Pine was divided by James DUFF" who claimed 
400 acres in 1795, was the township's first settler. After 
his death, Duff's widow sold the couple's land for a mare 
and a saddle. 

RICHLAND Township: It was founded in 1860. It was 
formed from parts of Pine and West Deer. 

CRANBERRY Township: It was fOlUlded in 1804. The 
township takes its name from the Cranberry bushes that 
used to grow in local bogs during the 1880's. Cranberry 
Township is one of the fastest growing areas in 
Pennsylvania. 

North Hills Genealogists - 29 - October1996 (Vol. 7, #3) 



North Hills Genealogists -30- October 1996 (Vol. 7, #3) 

BITS AND PIECES 

GREAT IDEA 
The Family Tree, Vol. VI, No.2, Apr./May 95 

If you have trouble getting a family group sheet back from 
a relative, try filling it out as completely as possible making 
the wife 10 years older than you think she is. A corrected 
and completed sheet will most likely arrive pronto I 

GERMAN TO AMERICAN SURNAMES 
The Family Tree, Vol. VI, No.2, Apr./May 95 

The Rock Cowrty Genealogical Society News tells us that 
many American surnames may have German "roots." 
Names such as Zimmerman which could have become 
Carpenter; Schaefer to Shepherd; Koenig to King; Weiss 

to White; Suess to Sweet~ Freitag to Friday; Durr to Dry, 
Grunbaum to Greentree~ Jaeger to Hunter; Vogel to Bird; 
Schreiner to Joiner~ Ruchs to Fox~ Schwartz to Black and 
Roth to Red. 

SWV AK REPUBLIC VITAL STATISTIC 
RECORDS 

Jots From the Point, Oct. 1996, Volume, XXIII, No.2 

Applications for vital statistic records after the year 1900 
are available through the Slovak Embassy in Washington. 
The applications are free. After filling in the requested 
information on the application, there is a cost of $9 for each 
certificate requested (birth, marriage, death). Certificates 
will usually be received within two months. Send to : 
Embassy of the Slovak Republic, 2201 Wisconsin Avenue 
NW, Suite 380, Washington, DC 20007, clo: Consular 
Section. 
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