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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

As we begin a new year I want to thank outgoing president 
Elissa Powell, treasurer and newsletter editor Maureen 
Durstein, secretary Maggie Sullivan, publicity chairperson 
Connie Foley, budget chairman Steph Valentine, and all 
those who were so actively involved in the past year in 
making this organization so dynamic and successful. 

Elissa worked many long hours corresponding with other 
organizations, plugging our activities with the WPGS, 
backing up Maureen on the newsletter, coming up with 
ideas for activities, prospecting books for consideration for 
purchase for the library, submitting interesting articles for 
the newsletter, etc. The list of things she has done is 
endless and I only hope I can be half as productive. 
Maureen put a tremendous amount of time end effort into 
generating a very professional looking newsletter that is 
the envy of much larger organizations. She did a fine job 
of editing material and seeking out interesting articles. 
Maureen also managed our financial affairs, dispensing 
funds and tracking expenditures; a very important respon
sibility in any organization. The high quality of our group is 
due in large part to the many long hours these two have 
put into this group. 

We look forward to a lot of activities and speakers this 
year. As always, please keep in mind that THIS IS YOUR 
ORGANIZATION, not mine. If you want to keep it on an 
even, steady keel. you must let your board members know 
what you want in the newsletter; what activities are and 
are not of interest to you, etc. Everyone is welcome to 
attend board meetings , which are held almost every 
month, the date usually found in the newsletter. What field 
trips take place, what speakers address the group, the 
types of items included in the newsletter, are all deter· 
mined at these board meetings. 

As a reminder. we will have a display of genealogical 
material in the display cases on the lower level of 
Northland this month. Take a look as you leave this 
month's meeting. 
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If you haven't already paid your dues for the new year. 
which runs from August. 1992, through July, 1993, please 
do so ASAP. Newsletters will not be issued until your dues 
are paid up. Dues are $12.00 for the year. HOWEVER, if 
you have a friend interested in genealogy, invite them to 
one of our meetings. All our meetings are open to the 
public and FREE. 

If you have some ihteresting article about genealogy, 
please talk to Elissa about possibly including it in the 
newsletter. We are always soliciting material for YOUR 
newsletter. Keep in mind that we reserve the right to edit 
what goes in; Elissa is, after all, the editor and must pick 
and choose what we publish. 

Looking forward to seeing you at our next meeting. - J .R. 

WHERE GENEALOGISTS MEET 

Se.Q..3: Board Meeting of the North Hills Genealogists, 7'30 
PM at Northland library. All members are welcome. 

Sep 10: Western PA Genealogical Society, Bigelow Blvd., 
a PM at the Historical Society Bldg. Bill May will present 
"A Visit from a Civil War Soldier." All are welcome. 

Sep 15: North Hills Genealogists, 7:00 PM Regular 
Meeting. Shirley Iscrupe of Southwest PA Genealogical 
Services will speak on "How to Locate Your Ancestor's 
Home site." She will also have a display of their books for 
sale. The third Tuesday comes early in September, so 
mark your calendars! 

17 Oct : Workshop on "Climbing Your Family Tree" at 
Carnegie Ubrary in the conference room on the first floor, 
from 10 AM to 3 PM (with an hour for lunch), will be given 
by Marilyn Holt. Carnegie Members: $21 : Non-members 
$34. Call 622-3288 for more information. Also held 7 Nov 

Oct 20: North Hills Genealogists, 7:00 PM Meeting. Pat 
Power will provide some inSights into Irish research. 

Oct 24: Field trip to Carnegie Ubrary for North Hills 
Genealogists members and their spouses. 9:30 AM 
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PHOTOGRAPHY AS A TOOL IN GENEALOGY 
by Ron and Maureen Willis, Willis Photo Lab, 2510 Old 

Middlefield Rd., Mountain View, CA 94043 

Knowledge of photographic techniques is an important tool 
in genealogical research. Each step in the evolution of 
photography (with some overlapping) was predominant for 
only a short span of time. By determining the type of 
photographic technique used to make your old family 
photos, it is possible to date with reasonable accuracy 
when the originals were created. 

I. DAGUERREOTYPE (1839 - 1870, approx.) 

A. The case resembled a double frame. Very decorative. 
The photo image is on a silver clad copper sheet which is 
attached to a sheet of glass by a foil-like brass decorative 
frame. This sealed packet was then force-fit into a special 
wood case and was often padded with velvet or silk. 

B. Many times, the silver image tarnishes with silver sulfide 
in the same way as silverware. 

C. Cost: $5.00 (more than a week's pay for most people) . 

II. CALOTYPE (1845 - 1855, approx.). The first photo
graphs on paper. A two-step process where the first step 
was to make a negative image on a light-sensitive paper. 
Step two was to make a contact [print] with a second sheet 
of sensitized paper to make a positive print. Calotypes 
were never widely popular, and most of those surviving are 
in museums. Apparently Talbot (the inventor) did not fully 
realize the importance of washing his prints long enough to 
remove all the residual chemicals, or perhaps his fixing 
was inadequate. Either fault leads to the same result of 
fading image, discoloration, etc. These defects are now 
noticeable in many calotypes, some of which are today 
little more than pale yellow ghosts. 

III. AMBROTYPE (1854 to the end of the Civil War) 

A. The ambrotype is a thin negative image on glass made 
to appear as a positive by showing it against a black 
background. 

B. Similar to daguerreotype in assembly of parts: 
1 . Outer protective case 
2. Backing of black paper, cloth, or metal 
3. The on-glass-image, emulsion to the front and black 
varnish on the back. 
4. Brass die cut frame 
5. Gilt border of thin brass to edge wrap the frame, glass, 
and backing. 

C. It was common for the ambrotype to be colored. 
Suggestions of rouge cheeks or lips suggested a person of 
substance. Buttons, watch chains, pendants, broaches 
were often tinted with color. 
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D. Disadvantages of ambrotypes: 
1. A very slow (up to 20 sec.) exposure, compared to 2 
sec. for a daguerreotype. 
2. The glass was very fragile. It couldn't withstand travel or 
being carried in a locket as a daguerreotype COUld. 

E. Advantage of the Ambrotypes: Price. It could be sold 
profitably at a low price, approx. 25 cents. The cost of the 
ambrotype was less than half that of the daguerreotype. 

IV. THE TINTYPE (1856 to W.W.II) "The penny picture 
that elected a president." 

A. Price: sold for a penny or less, making photography 
universally available. The average price from the inception 
of the process in 1856 until its fade-out was 10 cents to 25 
cents for an image about the size of a playing card. 

B. Advantages: 
1. Lighter and less costly to manufacture. 
2. Camera was lighter and easier to handle. 
3. Wouldn't shatter as a glass image photo would. 
4. Could be colored or tinted. 

As the public sought lower prices, the cases (which cost 
more than the finished photographs) were eliminated. In 
their place, paper folders of the size of the then popular 
card photographs were used for protection. Instead of a 
glass cover, the photographer covered the tintype with a 
quick varnish to protect any tints or colors added to 
cheeks, lips, jewelry or buttons. 

C. Popularity: The tintype was very popular during the Civil 
War because every soldier wanted to send a picture of 
himself with his rifle and sword home. They could be 
mailed home safely without fear of shattering. 

D. The tintype actually does not contain any tin, but is 
made of thin black iron. It is sometimes confused with 
ambrotypes and daguerreotypes, but is easily distinguish
able from them by the fact that a tintype attracts a small 
magnet. 

DA TlNG THE TINTYPES 

Introduction 1856 - 1860. The earliest tintypes were on 
heavy metal (0.017 inches thick) that was never again 
used. They are stamped "Neff's Melainotype Pat 19 Feb 
56" along one edge. Many are found in gilt frames or in 
the leather or plastiC (thermomolded) cases of the earliest 
ambrotypes. Size range from one-sixth plate to full plate. 

Civil War Period 1861 - 1865, Tintypes of this time are 
primarily one-sixth and one-fourth plate and are often 
datable by the Potter's Patent paper holders, adorned with 
patriotiC stars and emblems, that were introduced during 
the period. After 1863 the paper holders were embossed 
rather than printed. Uncased tintypes have been found 
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with canceled tax stamps adhered to the backs. The 
stamps date these photographs to the period of the 
wartime retail tax, 1 Sept 1864 to 1 Aug 1866. 

Brown Period 1870 - 1885. In 1870 the Phenix (sic.) Plate 
Co. began making plates with a chocolate-tinted surface. 
They "created a sensation among the photographers 
throughout the country. and the pictures made on the 
chocolate-tinted surface soon became the rage." During 
this period "rustic" photography also made its debut with 
its painted backgrounds, fake stones, wood fences and 
rural props. Neither the chocolate tint nor the rustic look 
are to be found in pre-1870 tintypes. 

Gem Period 1863 - 1890. Tiny portraits, 7/8 by 1 inch, or 
about the size of a small postage stamp, became available 
with the invention of the Wing multiplying cameras. They 
were popularized under the trade name Gem and the Gem 
Galleries offered the tiny likenesses at what proved to be 
the lowest prices in studio history. Gem Galleries flour
ished until about 1890, at which time the invention of roll 
film and family cameras made possible larger images at 
modest cost. It was no longer necessary to visit a studio 
that specialized in the tiny likenesses. Gem portraits were 
commonly stored in special albums with provision for a 
single portrait per page. Slightly larger versions also 
existed. Some Gems were cut to fit lockets, cufflinks, 
tiepins, rings and even garter clasps. 

Carnival Period 1875 - 1930. Itinerant photographers 
frequently brought the tintype to public gatherings, such as 
fairs and carnivals. They came equipped with painted 
backdrops of Niagara Falls, beach, boat, and other novelty 
props for comic portraits. 

Postmortems. In the nineteenth century it was common to 
request a photographer to make a deathbed portrait of a 
loved one. 

V. THE CABINET CARD (approx. 1866 - 1906). A card 
stock product, nearly four times the size of previous 
photographs on card stock. 

A. The larger size created new problems of photographic 
quality. Flaws that were not obvious in the smaller cards 
now became very visible. This gave rise to a new skill of 
photo retoucher. 

B. Success in retouching led to innovations in the 
darkroom and at the camera. Diffusion of the image 
reduced the need for retouching. This led to verbal 
skirmishes between photographers who insisted in "truth in 
photography." Opponents called retouching degenerating, 
demoralizing, and untruthful practices. 

C. Cabinet cards can be further dated by color of stock, 
borders, corners and size. 
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QUICK DATING GUIDE TO CABINET CARDS 

The earliest American-made cabinet cards have been 
dated only to the post-Civil War period, beginning in 1866. 
Design and colors of these cards followed those of the 
cartes of that time. Cabinet cards are rarely found after 
1906. 
Card Colors: 
1866 - 1880 White card stock of a light weight 
1880 - 1890 Different colors for face and back of mounts 
1882 - 1888 Face of buff, matte-finished, with a back of 
creamy-yellow, glossy. 
Borders: 
1866 - 1880 Red or gold rules, single and double lines 
1884 - 1885 Wide gold borders 
1885 - 1892 Gold beveled edges 
1889 - 1896 Rounded corner rule of single line 
1890 - 1892 Metallic green or gold impressed border 
1896 Impressed outer border, without color. 
Corners: 
1866 - 1880 Square, lightweight mount 
1880 - 1890 Square, heavy board with scalloped sides. 

Photographs mounted on card stock. 
The most popular mount sizes were: 

Carte-de-visite 4 1/4" x 2 1/2" 
Cabinet card 6 1/2" x 4 1/2" 
Victoria 5" x 3 1/4" 
Promenade 7" x 4" 
Boudoir 8 1/2" x 5 1/4" 
Imperial 9 7/8" x 67/8" 
Panel 8 1/4" x 4" 
Stereograph 3" x 7" 

REVENUE STAMPS ARE A TOOL FOR DATING 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

As part of the effort by the Congress to fund the Civil War, 
among a number of taxes levied was an 1864 Act which 
provided that sellers of photographs affix stamps at the 
time of sale to "photographs, ambrotypes, daguerreotypes, 
or any sun pictures," according to the following schedule, 
exempting photographs too small for the stamp to be 
affixed: 

Less than 25 cents 
25 to 50 cents 
50 cents to $1 
More than $1 

2 cents stamps (blue/orange) 
3 cents stamps (green) 
5 cents stamps (red) 
5 cents for each additional dollar 

or fraction there of. 

Stamps were applied from 1 Aug 1864 to 1 Aug 1866. 
Blue "playing card" stamps are known to have been used 
in the summer of 1866 as other stamps were unavailable 
as the levy came to an end. The stamp was to be 
canceled in the original Act by requiring that the seller 
cancel the stamp by initializing and dating it in ink. The 
most rare of all of these stamps is the one cent (red) 
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"playing cards" and the most common is the orange two 
cent "playing cards." Values for all of these stamps appear 
in the Scott's Specialized Catalog of United States 
Stamps. 

VI. THE STEREOGRAPH (1849 - 1925). "Parlor Travel" 
both educational and entertaining. 

A. The stereograph is an almost identical side-by-side set 
of images of a single scene, viewed simultaneously 
through an optical device held to the eyes like a pair of 
binoculars. Each eye looks at a Slightly different image, 
and the fusion of the two images in the mind creates the 
illusion of depth. 

B. Price: a few pennies. 

C. Sizes of stereo cards and slides: The typical mass 
manufactured stereo card of the period between the Civil 
War and WW I had a standard dimension: 31/2" x 7". This 
is the size commonly found in boxed sets. The earliest of 
these cards were made on slightly curved mounts; later 
cards were made on slightly curved mounts that permitted 
greater clarity when they were seen in the stereopticon 
viewer. A number of photographers, working with larger 
field cameras, created slightly larger cards of 4" x 7", 4 
3/8" x 7" and 4 1/2" x 7". Until about 1873 the smaller 
sizes were sold for twenty five cents per card and the 
larger "artistic" size for fifty cents. Within a decade sets of 
twenty or more were made on printing presses, not by a 
hand photographiC process. The on-glass slides, a stereo 
form more popular in Europe than in America, were 
available in two standard sizes, 45 x 107 mm and 6 x 13 
cm. Both were smaller than the standard card stereo
graphs. 

VII . THE WET-PLATE PRINT (c.1853 - 1902). ''The 
photograph that opened the West". (A large contact print) . 

A. To identify the wet-plate negative, look for an uneven 
coating were the syrupy collodion base of the glass plate 
did not flow to the very edges of the glass. Many of the 
plate edges reveal torn or rippled emulsion and even the 
fingerprints of the darkroom technician who handled it with 
wet fingers. Only occasionally is it possible to determine 
whether a print was made from a wet-plate negative, 
especially if the outer edge of the print has been trimmed 
away. It is the edge that would immediately reveal the 
irregularities of the collodion coating prepared in the field. 

B. Few Americans could afford the cost of a studio 
enlargement made with a solar enlarger. The technique of 
making such enlargements were so complicated that few 
photographers had the proper skill to make an enlarge
ment from a standard studio negative. Much of the 
demand for larger photographs could be satisfied by 
making larger negatives and larger cameras to handle 
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them. Wet plate negatives were often 11 " x 14" up to 20" 
x 24" sheets of sensitized glass. 

C. Wet-plate photographers helped to open the American 
West by taking their cameras out of the studio and on 
location assignment with the survey teams of the U.S. 
Government and the railroads in the Far West, and with 
the geological expeditions moving into the unmapped 
wilderness beyond the Rocky Mountains. The giant spaces 
they discovered demanded giant cameras. The camera 
that documented the famous meeting at Promontory Point, 
Utah of the tracks of the Central Pacific and Union Pacific 
railroads on 10 May 1869 was built to accommodate glass 
plates 10" x 13". The camera boated down the Colorado 
River during the Powell Expedition into the Grand Canyon 
was 11" x 14". The work of these photographers, shown in 
major exhibitions in Washington D.C., is generally ac
knowledged to have been instrumental in convincing 
Congress to enact legislation establishing many of the 
major national parks, monuments, and preserves. The 
maps of the surveys showed where everything was; the 
wet-plate photographers showed precisely what was there. 

LINEAGE SOCIETIES 

Here are some addresses that you may need if you want 
to write to some of these National Societies: 

Children of the American Revolution, 1776 D Street, 
Washington, DC 2006 

Colonial Dames of America, 2715 a Street, NW, Washing
ton, DC 20007 

Colonial Dames of the XVII Century, 1300 New Hampshire 
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

Daughters of the American Revolution, 2205 Massachu
setts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

Daughter of Founders and Patriots of America, 2540 
Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims, 2540 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

U.S. Daughters of 1812, 1461 Rhode Island Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036 

From "Mahoning Meanderings", June 1992: The New 
Castle, Pennsylvania, Public Library is now the repository 
for the records of The Daughters of American Colonists. 
Peg Sica, 110 E. Edison, New Castle, PA 16101 is the 
genealogist for this organization. 

Society of the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794, 3311 Columbia 
Pike, Lancaster, PA 17603; for male descendants of those 
who served in the militia to put down the rebellion. 
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OUR MEMBERS BELONG ,,' 

The following members belong to the listed societies. If 
you have an interest in a particular society, please contact 
that member for further information. If you haven't done so 
already, send in your list of societies! 

Jan Fazio, (412) 443-8543 
Ohio Genealogical Society, Mansfield, OH 
National Genealogical Society, Arlington, VA 
Western PA Genealogical Society, Pittsburgh, PA 
Palatines to America, Columbus, OH 
P.O.l .N.T. (Pursuing Our Italian Names Together) 
Butler County Historical Society 
Historical & Genealogical Society of Indiana County 

George B, Johnson. Jr., 139 Oakwood Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 
15237. Phone: (412) 364-6487 
Western PA Genealogical SoCiety, Pittsburgh, PA 
The Gen. Society of Southwestern PA, Washington, PA 
The Cornerstone Genealogical Society, Waynesburg, PA 

Virginia J , Lewis, 4752 Graywood Ave., Long Beach, CA 
90808-1019. Phone: (310) 425-2903 
"Genealogical Helper" by Everton Publishing 
Cottage Grove Gen. Society, Cottage Grove, OR 
Fayette County Gen. Society, Vandalia, IL 
Scotland County Gen. Society, Memphis, MO 
Palatines to America, PA Chapter, Strasburg, PA 
Palatines to America, OH Chapter, Columbus, OH 
Pennsylvania German Society 
Southwest PA Genealogical Society 
Gen. Society of Southwestern PA, Washington, PA 
"Milestones" - Beaver County, PA 
"Landmark" - Beaver County, PA 
Cheshire Historical Society, Cheshire, Connecticut 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc. 
Hotchkiss FamiLy Association 
Brooks Family Exchange 
Ohio Genealogical Society, Mansfield, OH 
Carroll County Chapter, OGS 
Columbiana County Chapter, OGS 
Crawford County Chapter, OGS 
Hancock County Chapter, OGS 
Mahoning County Chapter, OGS 
Summit County Chapter, OGS 
Wayne County Historical & Gen. Society Chapter, OGS 
Berkeley County Historical Society, Virginia - West Virginia 
British Family History Society of Los Angeles 
"Heritage Quest" , Orting, WA 
Ontario Genealogical Society - Canada 
Whitby-Oshawa Branch, Ontario Gen. Society 
Quinte Branch, Ontario Gen. Society 
"Family Tree" from England 
Past member of German Research Assoc. and New 
England Genealogical Society 
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M. Susan Campbell, (412) 364-6021 after 7:00 PM 
Beaver County Genealogical Society, Beaver Falls, PA 

Tom Wiley, (412) 486-3679 
Ancestry Research Club & Newsletter, Salt Lake City, UT 
Genealogical Computing Newsletter by Ancestry, Inc. 
Capital PAF User's Group I ABT PAF Newsletter 
Genealogical Computing Association of Pennsylvania 

Mary Norman Wiley, (412) 486-3679 
(The Memorial Foundation of the) Germanna Colonies in 
Virginia 
Beyond Germanna Newsletter 
Fauquier (Co., Virginia) Historical Society and Newsletter 
Colonial Dames, XVII Century 

Lillie A, Aiken, 4481 Fredmir, Pierre/onds, P.Q., Canada, 
H9A 2R6. Phone: (514) 684-7193 
Western PA Genealogical Society, Pittsburgh, PA 
Ontario Genealogical Society 
Niagara Genealogical Society 
Quebec Family History Society 
United Empire Loyalists Association of Canada 

ANTIQUES, HEIRLOOMS, MOMENTOS 
by Brian Clarridge on Internet 

I have tried to pull together some thoughts on the notion of 
custodianship of heirlooms rather than ownership. Guar
dianship implies that the person who possesses the item 
recognizes that s/he has a very valuable job in preserving 
the family's heritage. Being willing to share the history of 
these objects and to not let them pass out of the family are 
prime objectives. Here are more principles to be con
sidered: 

1. The sharing of cherished objects is to be encouraged. 

2. Cherished objects should be displayed and/or used 
whenever possible. 

3. Custodians of momentos and sentimental objects 
should do what they can to preserve these items. This 
includes writing down the story of what gives them 
historical or sentimental interest. 

4. Custodians should be willing to provide photographs of 
these objects to other descendants who show an interest 
in them. 

5. An effort should be made to distribute an item to other 
family members (including extended family) before being 
given away or sold. 

6. No one should be denied access to family objects 
because their parent or grandparent was not interested 
and allowed a concentration of items to occur in a single 
household OR because a parent or grandparent did a poor 
job of distributing momentos. 
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LOOKING FOR DESCENDANTS 
from "Cranberry Eagle" for 15 July 1992, page 21 

HARMONY - The recently announced restoration project at 
the 1825 Mennonite Meetinghouse includes the adjacent 
historic cemetery, which dates from 1816, and Historic 
Harmony is looking to descendants of those buried there 
for help. 

The cemetery became something of a community burial 
ground as the local Mennonite congregation faded away in 
the latter 19th Century, so a number of those buried there 
were not Mennonites. 

Historic Harmony's John S. Ruch said many cemetery 
markers require repair or should be leveled to prevent 
accidents or future damage. Volunteers have been reset
ting tilted or toppled markers that did not require profes
sional attention, but Ruch said a substantial number must 
be addressed by experts. 

He noted that "our concern is not just about appearance, 
although that is important to the dignity of a burial ground, 
but the safety of cemetery visitors is even more important. 
If an unstable marker falls it can be damaged and, worse, 
cause serious injury. Damaged markers give an impres
sion of a lack of respect or caring." 

"Annual maintenance at the cemetery has been a major 
annual expense for Historic Harmony," Ruch said. "So 
now we're hoping that descendants will want to pay for 
marker repairs, which is really not very expensive on an 
individual basis but a significant cost if we have to pay for 
many marker repairs." 

Ruch listed the following markers in need of repair or 
leveling. He said descendants wishing to fund repairs 
should contact him in care of the Harmony Museum: 

Barkey monument: Abraham d.1833, Catherine d.1832, 
Catherine d.1838, Daniel d.1833, Daniel d.1835, Mary 
d.1842; Elizabeth Bast d.1890; John Bast d.1875; William 
Belles d.1860, Magdalena Belles d.1876 (both may be in 
Grace cemetery) ; D.P. Boggs d.1906; Elizabeth Boyer 
d.1869; Elizabeth Boyer d.1875; John Boyer d.1860; Mary 
Boyer d.1880; John Burry d.1860; Anna Burry d.1869; 
Burry monument: Catherine d.1897, Cyrus d.1910, Eliza
beth d .1927, John d.1895. 

Also, Coven: Eliza S. d.1858, Francis R. d.1897; Susana 
Covert d.1875; Cunningham monument: Robert Orr 
d.1842, Ann Orr d.1825, Robert Orr d.1830, James Orr 
d.1849, Solomon Thompson d.1834, James S. Thompson 
d.1894; Anna Elchenauer d.1867; Susannah Fiedler 
d.1859; Flowers: Charles E. d.1874, Elmer E. d.1887; 
William B. Goreman d.1873; Catharine A. Howell d.1842; 
George A. Howell d.1881 : Father Hunsberger d.1882: 
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J.N. Johnston d.1896; Henry landis d.1829; Samuel 
Landis d.1826; Magdalena Latshaw d.1841 ; John Lehman 
d.1863; Mrs. Eliza Lehman d.1874. 

Also, Reuben Musselman d.1867; Sarah Musselman 
d 1875; M.M. Redick d.1894; W.M. Redick d.1897; Lizzie 
Rice d.1894; Mary Schontz d.1878; Uzzie Sechler d.1888 
(may be in Grace cemetery) ; Nancy Sechler d.1832; Mary 
E. Shaeffer d.1864; Jacob Shelly d.1885; Mary Jane 
Shelly d.1879; Shelly monument: Elizabeth Marsh, Eliza
beth Landes, Henry d.1861 ; (unreadable) ; Aaron Shontz 
d.1875; Elizabeth Shontz d.1859; Moses Shontz d.1884. 

Also Abraham H. Stauffer d.1894; Stauffer monument: 
Edward H. Lee d.1888, Kittie d.1888; Eliza Stauffer 
d.1885; Emma Stauffer d.1877; Henry H. Stauffer d.1871 ; 
Isaac Stauffer d.18??; Unnie Stauffer d.1877; Sarah 
Stauffer d.1907; (unreadable but a Stauffer) ;Lee Stauffer; 
David Weisz d.1865; Henry Weisz d.1890; Jacob Weisz 
d.1883; John B. Weisz d.1887; Joseph Weisz d. 1866; 
Mary Weisz d.1896; William Henry Weisz d.1876. 

Also, Jacob Wise d.1872; John F. Wise d.1893; Wise: 
Samuel F. d.1926, Nancy d.1917; Henry Wolf d.1881, 
Elizabeth zeigler d.1870; George Zeigler d.1887; Abra
ham Ziegler d.1872; Catharina Ziegler d.1888; Catherine 
Ziegler d.1883; Ziegler: John V. d.1901, Hannah d.1910; 
Abraham B. Zlglerd.1867. 

QUERY CORNER 

George B. Johnson, Jr., 139 Oakwood Drive, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15237 

1. I have been researching the name John HART who 
disappeared from the Lewis & Clark group and was 
apparently killed by Indians. 

2. John HARRIS (my great grandfather) is suggested by 
family tradition to be related to John HARRIS who founded 
Harrisburg. My great grandfather drove a stagecoach on 
the old National Road (Hagerstown, Uniontown, Wheeling , 
West Virginia, and West.) 

3. John ANDERSON who hid under the house in Harpers 
Ferry, WV when it was raided by John BROWN. 

4. Johnnie BAKER, a first cousin twice removed who was 
the crack-shot with Annie OAKLEY in the Buffalo-Bill 
Circus in Cody, Wyoming. 

5. George Washington JOHNSON of Wheeling, West 
Virginia, who was a Nailer. Does anyone know what a 
Nailer was? 

6. John SAUERS, a steel worker in Wheeling, West VA. 
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ANOTHER QUERY 

June G. Meece, 109 East Briggs St., Roodhouse, IL 62082 

1. I am assisting with research on the Anthony Sandusky 
(Zadowsky) family who were in Pennsylvania in the early 
1700's. Anthony was an Indian Trader; he died and was 
buried in Douglasville (Berk Co.), PA in 1736. Family 
members moved first to (W.) Virginia and then into 
Kentucky in 1n4 (with Harrod and at the time of Daniel 
Boone) . 

2. Mr. Robert Stevenson said that as a youngster, he 
viewed a fine Indian relic collection in the hands of Frank 
Sandusky that had been collected by an ancestor of 
Frank's who had been captured by and lived for a long 
time with some Indians. Part of this collection survives in a 
Pittsburgh museum. Who might have this collection or 
information about it? 

3. Looking for any stories of the Jacob Sanduskey 
(Sadowski) family whose parents and family lived with the 
Indians. These stories could be in oral history manuscripts 
or books. Jacob had a brother Andrew. 

4. Did find a group of Sanduskys in an 1889 county history 
for Fayette County, PA. From page 525: 

"William Sanduskey, ... is a son of Jacob and Sarah (WAY) 
SANDUSKEY, and was born in New Geneva, Nicholson 
townShip, Fayette County, PA, 6 Mar 1820. 

"Jacob Sanduskey was a native of Nicholson township. His 
people were Quakers. When a mere child, his father, 
mother, brothers and sisters were taken prisoners by 
Indians and no information was ever obtained of them 
afterwards. Jacob was taken after this sad affair and kindly 
cared for by strangers. He was raised by George 
WILSON, learned the trade of stone splitting, and engaged 
in that business until he died, in June, 1852. His wife was 
a native of Eastern Virginia, a devoted member of the 
Presbyterian church, and died in December, 1852. 

"William Sanduskey ... at eighteen years of age engaged 
with Frederick EBERHART to learn the trade of Carpenter. 
Three years later he began business for himseH and was 
continuously engaged in contracting and building until 
1888, when he was disabled from further work by having 
his hand caught and lacerated in a circular·saw. 

"On January 23,1844, he married Miss DUGAN. They had 
eight children' David D., Sarah J., Dianna, Mary J., 
Elizabeth, Rachel and William, all of whom are dead 
except William and Rachel, wife of Samuel WIGLE .... " 

REMEMBER to send in your queries, questions, societies 
that you belong to, books on your bookshelf that you can 
search for other members, to our address on page 1. 
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CONQUERING MOUNTAIN BARRIERS 
by Arthur D. Graeff from "It Happened in Pennsylvania," 

published in 1947 

The series of mountain chains which stretch diagonally 
through central Pennsylvania are merely wrinkles com
pared to the more important mountain areas in the world. 
But for nearly two centuries these mountains were an 
almost insurmountable barrier to easy travel between the 
east and the west. 

In colonial days three hundred men under the command of 
Colonel James Burd tried to build a road between 
Chambersburg and Fort Duquesne where Pittsburgh now 
stands. It was hoped that the new road would serve to 
bring supplies to the army commanded by General 
Braddock, then coming northward through Maryland to 
attack the French at the forks of the Ohio River. The road 
builders carried on their work in spite of many hardships 
and in constant danger of attack from hostile Indians. 
Sixty-five miles of road had been built during May and 
June of 1755. The workmen had reached the top of the 
Allegheny ridge, some twenty miles southwest of present
day Bedford, when a messenger informed them that the 
British and American armies under Braddock had been 
defeated at Turtle Creek and that the Indians were on their 
way to the east to destroy the white settlements. Hastily, 
the road builders buried their shovels, axes, picks, and 
other equipment and abandoned their undertaking. 

In 1758 another effort was made to send an English army 
against the French at Fort Duquesne. The new comman
der, General John Forbes, led his men westward through 
Pennsylvania, choosing the route across the mountains in 
preference to Braddock's route through Maryland. Forbes' 
men dug up the tools which had been buried on the 
Allegheny ridge and resumed the work of building a road 
to the west. This time the road was cut through the 
mountains to Ligonier, about fifty miles east of Fort 
Duquesne. Beyond Ligonier Colonel George Washington 
helped to widen an Indian path toward the French fort on 
the Ohio River. 

When the advance guard of the road builders reached a 
point less than a dozen miles from the French fort, a dull 
thud shook the earth beneath their feet. Such a blast, deep 
in the interior of Pennsylvania, could mean only one thing. 
The French had blown up Fort Duquesne rather than 
permit it to fall into the hands of the British and American 
armies. With the loss of their base on the Ohio River, the 
French lost their claim to the great Middle West. The 
Forbes' Road added vast domains to the British Empire. 
By conquering the mountains, the British and the Ameri· 
cans had conquered the French in the Ohio Valley. 

(continued on page 8) 
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(continued from page 7) 

During the years that followed, the old military road 
became the route over which thousands of families 
traveled in their search for new homes in the west. Some 
walked, some rode horses, but most of the pioneers made 
the journey in huge canvas-covered wagons, known as 
Conestoga wagons because they were built by wain
wrights whose shops stood near the Conestoga Creek in 
lancaster County. These wagon bodies were boat
shaped. This was done to make certain that the freight 
would tend to slide toward the middle of the wagon and 
not fall out the ends in the hilly country. 

At its best the early mode of travel across the Alleghenies 
provided few comforts and was fraught with hardship. One 
of the great hazards was the mountain crossing of Sideling 
Hill where the grade was steep and the road uneven. At 
some points it was necessary to guard against upsetting 
by having men walk beside the wagon with long poles for 
use as props to steady the tottering wagon body. In rainy 
weather the wheels of the wagons churned through mUd. 
After heavy storms fallen trees barred progress until they 
were removed; bridges were frequently washed away with 
the current of swollen streams. During the winter months 
the mountain roads were impassable. 

In spite of all the difficulties encountered, the east-to-west 
roads through Pennsylvania proved to be the channel 
which opened into the new frontier. 

The route of the original Forbes Road was changed at 
several points when improvements were made during the 
years that followed its construction, but, in general, it was 
the old military road that became the chief east-west 
highway, the Lincoln Highway, through central Pennsyl
vania to Pittsburgh. One hundred and eighty years passed 
between the construction of the early military roads and 
the building of the modern superhighway, the Pennsyl
vania Turnpike. 

The mountains proved a barrier against building a canal to 
join the waters of the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of 
Mexico. The Schuylkill Canal extending northwest from 
Philadelphia connected the Union Canal at Reading; the 
Union Canal formed a waterway westward to the Susque
hanna River at Middletown below Harrisburg. The canal 
along the Juniata River north of Harrisburg furnished a 
waterway westward to the mountains. The Ohio River was 
navigable from Pittsburgh to the Gulf of Mexico. But 
between these great arteries of water travel the Pennsyl
vania mountains loomed as impassable barriers. Man's 
ingenuity tried to meet this difficulty by sliding canal boats 
up and down the sides of mountains. These hauls over the 
mountains were known as portages, the largest being at 
Hollidaysburg. 
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The railroads solved most of the problems by running their 
road beds through gaps in the mountains and by great 
feats of engineering skill, such as the famous Horseshoe 
Curve west of Altoona. 

The idea of digging a series of tunnels through the 
mountains was advanced in 1838, exactly one hundred 
years before the work of building the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike was begun. Surveys were made by engineers 
employed by railroad companies which hoped to build a 
more direct line from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. The idea 
was merely a paper plan until 1882 when a group of 
railroad financiers formed the South Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company and began the huge task of boring tunnels 
through the sides of the mountains. Then, after great 
expense, the project was abandoned because of changes 
in the company's plans. More than half the distance 
through the mountains had been cleared before the work 
was discontinued. 

At the turn of the century. Andrew Carnegie, the great 
steel manufacturer of Pittsburgh, attempted to revive the 
plan and engaged engineers to resurvey the undertaking, 
but again the tunneling was abandoned when Carnegie 
found another method of transporting his products east
ward. 

In 1938 a special Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission 
undertook to clear the old tunnels and complete the boring 
operations. It was a tremendous task and a dangerous 
one. Twenty-six million cubic feet of earth and rock had to 
be excavated. The blasting with dynamite, the foul air, and 
the falling rocks were ever-present dangers. 

Many of the workmen were quite accustomed to dangers 
of this sort, for they had come eastward from Nevada 
where they had helped to build the huge Hoover Dam. The 
towns along the route, Carlisle, Bedford, Somerset, and 
others, were crowded with newcomers who helped to form 
the 15,000 men employed in building the Turnpike. Some 
of the "old-timers" who had bored the mountain sides in 
1882 were there as curious bystanders, watching the giant 
bulldozers, crushers, rollers, and other modern equipment 
perform with ease the tasks they had tackled with their 
picks and shovels a half century earlier. 

In October, 1940, the Pennsylvania Turnpike was opened 
to public use. Now cars and trucks go through the 
mountains that once had been formidable barriers. 

Free brochure: Send a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
with 52 cents postage to receive "Suggestions for Begin
ners in Genealogy" and information on other services and 
materials available from the National Genealogical 
Society, 4527 17th St. , N., Arlington, VA 22207-2399. 
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BOOK REPORT by Jack Sander on Internet 
1790 CENSUSES REISSUED IN SOFT COVER 

Essential sources of information for anyone searching 18th 
Century ancestry IS the nation's first census, undertaken in 
1790 and showing the heads of 400,000 households, 
place of residence, size of families, and approximate ages 
of male family members. In all , some 2.4 million people 
are accounted for, about 75% of the population of the 
infant United States. 

While some of the original census records were lost, 
possibly in the burning of Washington by the British in the 
War of 1812, most survive and were published by the 
Bureau of the Census in 1907 and 1908. Genealogical 
Publishing Company reprinted all 12 volumes in 1965, and 
has re-issued volumes off and on in hardbound ever since. 
This month, Genealogical Publishing has ar:mounced the 
publication of the entire 12 volumes as a softbound set, 
selling for $250 or $62 less than the price of the volumes if 
purchased individually. 

That's within the realm of libraries and very serious 
researchers. But most of us may be interested in only one 
or several states. Here's what the new editions cost: 

Connecticut, $22,50; Maine, $18.50; Maryland, $25; Mas
sachusetts, $38,50; New Hampshire, $21 .50; New York, 
$35; North Carolina, $32.50; Pennsylvania, $44,50; Rhode 
Island, $15; South Carolina, $21.50; Vermont, $15; Vir
ginia, $22.50. (Much of the Virginia census was lost, and 
has been reconstructed from 1782-85 taxpayer lists.) 

They are available from some genealogical societies or 
from GPC, Dept. SM, 1001 North Calvert Street, Balti
more, Md., 21202 (1 -800-296-6687). Postage and handling 
is $3 for the first book, $1 each additional. 

CONFEDERATE PRISONERS IN PITTSBURGH 
from North Hills News Record, 24 Mar 1992, page 11 

Q: Someone told me that they saw a sign down on the 
North Side that said it was the site of Western Penitenti
ary Was there ever really a prison there? 

A: Yes, it was erected in 1826 and torn down in 1880. 
There is a marker put up by the Pennsylvania Historical 
Commission. The plaque is located at the West Commons 
of Allegheny Center, the Courtyard of the peacocks at the 
Conservatory Aviary. Some of the most famous prisoners 
in that old Western Penitentiary included 118 officers of 
General John H. Morgan's cavalry, the only Confederate 
pnsoners of war held in Pittsburgh They had surrendered 
to the Union near Lisbon, Ohio, in July of 1863 and were 
kept in prison here until March 1864. 

Can you name Pittsburgh:S Fourth River? Answer on back. 
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ST JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH CELEBRATES 125 
YEARS 

abstracted from North Journal for 7 May 1992 and North 
Hills News Record for 8 May 1992 

The year was 1867. In a rural area of Pennsylvania, the 
church council of a newly established Lutheran congrega
tion looked for land to build a church building. After finding 
a nice acre or so in Perrysville , they bought it for $433. 
Situated in the middle of acres and acres of farmland, and 
directly beside a main access road called the Allegheny 
and Pennsylvania Plank Road, now Perry Highway. The 
one-way road consisted of two rows of planks, running 
side by side, each row about three feet wide. A horse 
trotted down the middle of the rows, carriage wheels rolled 
and clacked on the planks. The German Lutheran Church 
of Perrysville - known today as St. John's Lutheran Church 
- held services in German and English on alternating 
weeks up until World War I when English prevailed. 

Although today's congregation exceeds 800 members, 
services in the early 1900's were attended by about 25. As 
the area developed, more and more were attracted to the 
one-room church, neceSSitating an addition to the building 
in 1935 and another in 1939. A new church was built 
around the old one in 1960. The original chapel was 
restored in 1980 and an educational building was con
structed. 

The church's first organ, bought in 1916 with a grant from 
Andrew Carnegie and a matching donation from the 
congregation, still 
sits in its original 
place in the church 
building. Other his
toric artifacts in
clude the marble 
baptismal font, and 
an original Bible 
and hymnal used 
during the first few 
years of the 
church's existence. 
Two of the oldest 
living members of 
the church are 
Ralph Heim, 81, of 
Ross Township and 
his sister , Ruth 
English , 90, also of 
Ross TownShip . 
The Rev. Robert THE CHURCH as it looked in 
Strobel is the cur- the late 18005. 
rent pastor. 
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GERMAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA by 
John Cline on Internet 

To anyone with family roots in Germany or German
speaking areas of Europe, I encourage you to investigate 
the German Genealogical Society of America. A regular 
membership costs $1S/year. The dues go for the produc
tion of a very impressive monthly bulletin (national award 
winning), and for the purchase of office supplies and 
genealogical works for the library. 

One of the stated goals of the Society (among many 
others) is to acquire copies of the approximately 2000 
books and manuscripts for which they have indexes. 

The Society assists in several ways. One is through a 
surname search, which costs $8 for members, and $10 for 
non-members. This includes a search of indexes of 2000 
books and manuscripts, a search of the genealogical 
society of Utah's International Genealogical index (IGI), a 
list of German genealogists who are researching the same 
surnames as you, a search of the telephone directories of 

east and West Germany, and Alsace-Lorraine as needed, 
and recommendations publishing in the bulletin an index of 
new surnames being researched. 

If you find a name you are researching, request further info 
from the society, and they will send the name of the 
researcher, a German language form letter to send to that 
researcher, and instructions on how to establish contact. 
Yet another way they provide assistance is by arranging 
for your private research, by experienced researchers. 

Address correspondence to: German Genealogical Society 
of America P.O. Box 291818 Los Angeles, CA 90029 
(enclose a long self-addressed, stamped envelope) 

Trivia Answer: The Wisconsin River flows underneath the 
Allegheny and Ohio rivers. It starts at a spot just north of 
Warren, Pa., and flows underground until it emerges again 
in the Ohio River near Beaver. It consists largely of gravel, 
brought to the present location by the Wisconsin GlaCier, a 
million years or so ago. 

Next Meeting & Booksale: September 15 at Nonhland Library, 7 PM on "How To Find Your Ancestor's Homesite" 
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