
The North Hills Genealogists will be hosting a 
hybrid 2025 family history conference featuring 
Blaine Bettinger, Ph.D, J.D., also known as The 
Genetic Genealogist.    
 

Join us Saturday, November 8, 2025 for an all-
day in-person, or remote via Zoom (live only, no 
recording), conference as we explore how to 
further use genetic testing (DNA) and Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in our  genealogical research. 
Lunch is not included, but we are providing an 
option to pre-purchase a box lunch. You may 
also bring your own bagged lunch or visit one of 
many nearby restaurants including Five Guys 
Burgers, Jason’s Deli and Wendy’s.  If you pre-
purchase a box lunch, you will receive a follow-
up email to select your lunch options. 

 
Who We Are: 
The North Hills Genealogists is a group of 
people interested in genealogy and in researching 
their family histories. Located in the North Hills 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where many of our 
members live, we have a common interest in 
learning how to efficiently research our family 
histories through sharing knowledge, tips and 
tricks.   
 

 
WEBSITE:  
www.NorthHillsGenealogists.org 
 

EMAIL: conference@NorthHillsGenealogists.org 
 
 
You can also find us on these social media platforms: 

Click HERE to register online at  our 
Eventbrite site 

 
DATE:   
Saturday, November 8, 2025, 8:45 AM to 4:00 PM 
    
8:00 AM - On-site registration begins and Zoom  
                   meeting available for networking 
                   for remote attendees 
 
8:45 AM - Opening remarks  
 

PLACE:  
Sechler Law Firm Building 
500 Commonwealth Drive 
Warrendale, PA  15086  
 

DIRECTIONS: 
The Sechler Law Firm building is situated in the 
Thorn Hill Industrial Park in Warrendale, PA, 
which is near Cranberry Township. It is close to      
I-76, I-79 and I-279.  Watch for our signs directing 
you from Commonwealth Drive.  
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Blaine Bettinger, Ph.D., 
J.D., is a professional genealogist  
specializing in DNA evidence. In 
2007 he started The Genetic 
Genealogist (www. thegenetic 
genealogist.com), one of the 
earliest blogs on the topic. Blaine 
is the author of The Family Tree 

Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy, and 
co-author with Debbie Parker Wayne of the 
2018 Genetic Genealogy in Practice, the world’s first 
genetic genealogy workbook. He also co-authored 
“Genetics for Genealogy” with Judy Russell in 
2018’s Professional Genealogy: Preparation, 
Practice & Standards (ProGen PPS) (Elizabeth 
Shown Mills, Editor) and was the chapter author for 
“Visual Phasing Methodology and Techniques” in 
2019’s Advanced Genetic Genealogy:  Techniques 
and Case Studies (Debbie Parker Wayne, Editor). 

 
Blaine is or has been an instructor for genetic 
genealogy courses at the Institute of Genealogy and 
Historical Research (IGHR), Salt Lake Institute of 
Genealogy (SLIG), Genealogical Research Institute 
of Pittsburgh (GRIP), and Virtual Institute of 
Genealogical Research. Blaine is a graduate of 
ProGen Study Group 21, a trustee for the New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society, and a 
member of the DNAngels Board of Directors since 
2022 (President since January 2023), and a member 
of the Scientific Working Group on DNA Analysis 
Methods (SWGDAM) “Investigative Genetic 
Genealogy Working Group” since 2019. He is also 
the founder in 2017 of Genetic Genealogy Tips & 
Techniques, a very active Facebook group with more 
than 75,000 members. 

 REGISTRATION FEES:   
 
          NHG Member   Non-Member 
           

Saturday, Nov 8*          $65      $75  

Optional Box Lunch     $20      $20  

NHG Membership through July 2026     $15   
 

(Membership includes up to 2 people at the same address)   
Become a member now and receive member  

pricing on conference registration! 
 

*How will you be attending the Conference? 
 

                IN-PERSON         ZOOM    

 

Total enclosed: $_________________________ 

 
Credit cards accepted for memberships on our  

website HERE 

 

Make checks payable to:  

North Hills Genealogists 
PO Box 169 
Wexford, PA  15090 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025 
 
8:00 AM - Registration Opens / Zoom is Live 
 
8:45 AM  - Opening Remarks 
 
Sprinters, Caffeine Addicts, and Daredevils! 
Understanding DNA-Based Traits – Delve into how 
genetic testing reveals insights into our traits and 
predispositions beyond ancestry. This lecture will 
explore how specific genetic markers can indicate 
tendencies like athletic ability, caffeine metabolism, 
and risk-taking behavior.  
 
DNA-Based Relationship Estimators and 
Analyzers – Explore the tools and methodologies used 
in genetic genealogy to estimate and analyze 
relationships between individuals based on DNA data. 
This lecture will cover how relationship estimators 
analyze shared DNA segments to predict familial 
connections.  
 
~~~  Break for Lunch & Door Prize Drawings ~~~ 

 
10 Generative AI Prompts Every Genealogist Needs 
to Know – The “prompt” is perhaps the most 
important aspect of generative artificial intelligence 
(AI). The prompt is how we direct AI tools to give us 
the output we desire. However, forming these prompts 
can be challenging and is rarely a one-shot attempt. We 
will identify how to formulate (and reformulate!) AI 
prompts and look at ten example prompts that can save 
us significant time and effort. 
 
Memories in the Digital Age: AI Transcription of 
Handwritten Diaries – My mother kept a diary off 
and on throughout her adult life. She recently passed, 
and I would like to preserve her diaries and be able to 
share the content with my siblings. Follow along as I 
digitize and transcribe her handwritten journals using 
artificial intelligence (AI). 
 

Question & Answer Session until 4 PM EDT 

The conference will conclude with a Q & A session 

from questions submitted by attendees. 

Click HERE to register online at  
our Eventbrite site 
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______________________________________ 
Where did you obtain this brochure? 

OPTIONAL BOX LUNCH - $20 
 

We are providing the option to pre-purchase a box 

lunch.  If you order a box lunch, you will receive a 

follow-up email requesting your lunch choices.   
 

You are also welcome to bring your own bagged 

lunch, or there are many nearby restaurants including 

Five Guys Burgers, Jason’s Deli and Wendy’s, to name 

a few.   

in-person or virtual 

in-person only 

https://northhillsgenealogists.org/cpage.php?pt=105
https://nhg2025.eventbrite.com/

